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Congratulations to Robin Converse  on her receiving this year’s Benefactors 
Award!  Last year Robin was named Temple Sinai’s Volunteer Coordinator and 
for many years her contribution to many programs, whether as committee chair 
or working behind the scenes, was a major factor in their success.   
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President, Emily Deakins 
VP Administration: Roger Rochman 
VP Education: Barbara Shepard 
VP Long Range Planning: Maria Korn-Michael 
VP Ritual: Betsy Hoover 
Secretary: David Whipple 
Treasurer: Ian Crawford 
Assistant Treasurer: Iris Rochman 
Financial Secretary: Diane Adler 
Adult Education Chair: Diane Statham 
Building & Security: Bruce Greenberg 
Membership Chair: Spencer Marmelstein 
Member-at Large: David Simon  
Social Acton Chair; David Schwam 
Fundraising Chair: Judy Grossman 
Communications Chair: Margot Sechler 
Leadership Development: AnnDee Wood 
Immediate Past President: Karen Westall 
Brotherhood President: Marc Boin 
Sisterhood President: Eva Marmelstein 
 
 

.DDIIDD  YYOOUU  RREEMMEEMMBBEERR  TTHHAATT  ..  ..  ..  

The second Sunday of May is Mother’s Day. 

Per Wikipedia: The "Mother's Day Proclamation" by Julia Ward Howe 
was one of the early calls to celebrate Mother's Day in the United States. 
Written in 1870, Howe's Mother's Day Proclamation was a pacifist reaction to 
the carnage of the American Civil War and the Franco-Prussian War. The 
Proclamation was tied to Howe's feminist belief that women had a 
responsibility to shape their societies at the political level. It became a U.S. 
holiday in 1914. 
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Don’t forget that special lady (or ladies) currently in your life as well as those whose memory is also special. 
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Quick—answer this question!  What do the Ten Commandments and cheese blintzes have in common?  Are 
you stumped?  The answer is “Shavuot,” the holiday we celebrate this month.   

Shavuot begins on May 18th, which comes exactly seven weeks after Passover.  While it was originally an 
agricultural pilgrimage holiday, today we call Shavuot “Z’man Matan Torateinu,” the time of the giving of our 
Torah.  Tradition teaches that God revealed the Torah to Moses on Shavuot, so today we celebrate by reading 
that first revelation, the Ten Commandments!  In addition, on Shavuot we consume dairy products—
traditionally cheesecakes and cheese blintzes.  There are many different explanations for consuming dairy 
products, but my favorite comes from Song of Songs, which says, “Like honey and milk, [the Torah] lies under 
your tongue.  Torah is likened to milk, and just as milk can sustain our bodies, so too Torah sustains our 
spirits.   

By now, you all know that I am passionate about Torah, and as a vegetarian I am also a passionate eater of 
dairy products, so naturally I love Shavuot.  The holiday, however, also contains a number of additional 
traditions.  Jewish mystics created an all-night study session called “Tikkun Leil Shavuot,” and many people 
continue to stay awake all night attending special study.  For the last decade or so, Reform and Conservative 
communities in Israel march en masse for a sunrise Shavuot service at the Western Wall, to promote religious 
equality at our most sacred landmark.  Finally, at Temple Sinai—as well as in most Reform communities—we 
hold our Confirmation services on Shavuot, reminding our students of the foundation of the religion they are 
confirming.  This year’s Temple Sinai Confirmation Class will celebrate at 7 PM on May 18th, and the entire 
congregation is invited to attend.   

All night study, blintzes and cheesecake, Ten Commandments, and Confirmation—they all combine to create a 
recipe for a lovely holiday celebration. 

One more question—do you remember all Ten Commandments?  In case you have forgotten one or two, the 
Ten Commandments are (from Exodus 20:1-14):

1. I am the Lord 
your God. 

2. You shall not 
worship other 
gods or make 
idols. 

3. You shall not take 
God’s name in 
vain. 

4. Remember and observe Shabbat. 
5. Honor your father and mother. 
6. Do not murder. 
7. Do not commit adultery. 
8. Do not steal. 
9. Do not bear false witness. 
10. Do not covet



. 
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Did You Know: 
·  The average age of the homeless in the United States is 8 years old 
·  300,000 children in Texas are homeless 
·  The state ranks last in providing social service aid to homeless children 

 
 

Closer to home,  
·  Families with children are the fastest growing group among the homeless in Houston 
·  54% of the students (over 17,000 students) in Spring Branch ISD schools are economically 

disadvantaged 
·  The mobility rate of the SBISD students is 18% for the whole district, but as high as 34% for some 

schools  
 
The Westside Homeless Partnership was founded in 1994 with the mission to prevent and end homelessness 
for families by providing resources and supporting services that lead to self-sufficiency.  Their work is focused 
on the Spring Branch area and they have proven success: more than 80% of the families enrolled in the 
program accomplish their self-sufficiency goals and achieve independent living.  Approximately 10% of the 
clients of WHP not only achieve housing stability but also become homeowners.  As a result of the WHP 
program, the average increase in family income is 75%. 
 
We all know about the Westside Homeless Partnership through Temple Sinai’s long standing relationship with 
the organization. We raise funds for WHP through our annual High Holiday appeal.  As part of our Social 
Action work, congregants participate in the WHP end-of-year holiday party, educating clients about Hanukkah 
and assisting in making holidays special for needy families by providing gifts.  And, you may not know that our 
very own Jill Gentsch  is a member of the board of the organization. 
  
This past week I was fortunate to join Jill, with Rabbi Belford, Robin Converse and Rina Mesarwi  at a 
luncheon to raise awareness about the work of WHP.  We heard sobering stories about the hardship of 
homelessness on children, the likelihood of those kids changing schools (sometimes multiple times) during the 
year as their parents and guardians search for affordable housing, and this mobility negatively impacting the 
academic success of these "at risk" students. 
 
We heard a heartwarming testimonial from a client of WHP about the assistance she received, enabling her to 
find full time work, and her pride in being able to provide a stable home environment for her two children. 
Today’s meeting reaffirmed the excellent work of the Westside Homeless Partnership and made me proud of 
our Temple’s commitment to their work.  It also reminded me, that even during these difficult times, there are 
those with far greater difficulties – let’s be thankful for all we do have.... 
  
If you are interested in more information about the Westside Homeless Partnership, please contact Jill 
Gentsch. 
  
B’Shalom, 
Emily 
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The month of May is filled with joyous celebrations! Andrea Sklar, Ian Griffith, and Shaye 
Mueller will become B’nai Mitzvah during Shabbat services this month. Andrea will be called to Torah May 8, 
Ian will be called May 15, and Shaye on May 29.  These students will assist Rabbi Annie in leading Friday 
evening Kabbalat Shabbat services as part of the observance of their special celebrations. Mazel Tov to the 
celebrants and their families! 
 
On May 21, Temple Sinai will hold Tot Shabbat at 6:00pm/One Stop Shabbat Dinner at 6:30pm/Open Dor 
services 7:30pm.  
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Do you have any ideas, concerns, complaints, etc. regarding Ritual activities? We can’t do anything about 
them if we are unaware of them! Email me: admin@temple-sinai.org or phone (281) 496-5950. 
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Modern Hebrew or Biblical Hebrew?  Which one should a person learn?  Actually it 
is the same language and it is amazing to know that for thousands of years we 
Jews use the same language for reading, praying and speaking.  Biblical and 
modern Hebrew share enough concepts that if a person’s goal is to understand or 
translate the Bible, it would still benefit him/her greatly to learn the spoken - 
modern Hebrew. It will be harder to learn the Biblical language and try to speak in modern 
language.  So learning both is the ideal way to learn the language. 

Hebrew has always been used as the language of prayer and study and pronunciation systems 
are found:    

�



1. Ashkenazi Hebrew with its central and Eastern Europe origins is used in Ashkenazi religious 
services, mostly in the Orthodox communities.  This pronunciation was influenced by the 
Yiddish language. 

2. Sephardi Hebrew is the traditional pronunciation of the Spanish-Portuguese countries and it 
was influenced by Ladino. Today’s spoken language in Israel is based on the Sephardi 
pronunciation.  

3. Mizrahi Hebrew is a collection of dialects spoken by Jews in parts of the Arab and Islamic 
world.  The Mizrahi language was influenced by the Aramaic and Arabic languages  

The Hebrew language was revived by Eliezer Ben Yehuda (1858-1922) and his vision was to 
develop tools for making the literary and the liturgical languages into everyday spoken language 
with the intention of basing it on Mishnaic spelling and Sephardic Hebrew pronunciation. And 
today Hebrew, as it has been forever, takes its place among the current languages of the 
nations.   (www.101 languages.net)
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We have concluded our 2009/2010 adult education season.  Planning has already begun for 
adult education for the fall 2010 and spring 2011.  Please contact me about programs you would 
like to see presented at Temple Sinai or other related issues.  If there is programming you would 
like to see this summer 2010, please also contact me, at (281) 496-5950. 
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Mah Jongg Anyone?

Have you signed up?

The cost is $30.00 with lunch provided by our own Shelia Anderson. 

 May 23, 2010 

 Check in starts at 9 am. 

Start time is 9:30 am sharp. 

You can find forms on the desk just outside the sanctuary. 

 Vendors will be there for your shopping needs.

1. Gesher Program at Beth El  TBA 
�

2. Ktantanim Class 
 
       9.   Breakfast With Rabbi Annie  3 Years old, Pre-K, K  9:00 AM students and parents 

     16.  Last Day of School, Ktantanim Class, End of year party TBA 

     18. Shavuot,   Confirmation Ceremony 7:00 PM 



Sisterhood is back at work for our 2010-2011 calendar. If you would like to add your input with 
an event you would be interested in, please contact Eva Marmelstein at admin@temple-
sinai.org. 

We are in need of volunteers for the 2010-2011 calendar year. We have some awesome events 
planned. Without you we are one woman short . 
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Senior Sisters will meet Wednesday, May 12 at noon in the Temple library.  Estelle Weissburg  
will bring dessert.  Attendees are invited to bring an item from home [FAMILY HEIRLOOM, 
BOOK, KIDDUSH CUP or "you name it"] to SHOW AND TELL. 
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If you have a Special Simcha coming up, we have the latest books 
available. In addition to our wedding books, Bar and Bat Mitzvah books, 
and “Save the Date” books, we now have new books which include 
wedding and baby showers, baby announcements, and parties. Call Marla 

Lantz , the Sisterhood Invitations Sales Representative. 
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Brotherhood is wrapping up the year with two big events one week apart. 
 
We are hosting attendance at the Broadway production of Mel Brooks’ Young Frankenstein on 
May 30th at the Hobby Center. We have 40 orchestra level seats reserved for the matinee 
performance that Sunday.  Tickets are available for $62.25 per seat, on a first-come first-served 
basis.  The show is certain to sell out and these seats will be difficult to come by.  Contact Marc 
Boin for reservations. 
 
Brotherhood will sponsor its annual Family Day at The Astros at 1:00pm, Sunday June 6, when 
the Astros�will defeat the Chicago Cubs. Bring your family and friends as you join your fellow 
congregants in cheering the Astros on to victory.  Tickets are just $15 per person so call Cindy in 
the Temple office to make your reservations before space runs out.�The deadline to reserve is 
Sunday May 16 as we have to order the tickets the next day.  Please make your check payable to 
Temple Sinai Brotherhood.  You will be notified when the tickets are ready to be be picked up. 
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As this is being delivered to you, one event will have just ‘passed 
by’, one event will be ‘walking’, and one event will be ready to ‘PARK’. 
 

 
It’s time to get going! 



Our recent event that has just ‘passed’ was a trip to the Richmond State School. This was part of the school's 
"Voices in Prayer" program. The Social Action Committee members volunteered to participate in this program 
and led a service for the residents. 
 
On May 1, led by Carol Levin and Todd’s Troopers, many from Temple Sinai will be “Walking Like MADD” or 
sponsoring participants of this worthwhile cause. The Mothers Against Drunk Driving “Walk Like MADD” 
fundraiser supports efforts to eliminate drunk driving. Even if you are reading this after the event, it is not too 
late to support MADD. Events in other cities where your friends and relatives may be participating may be 
scheduled later in the year. You can get more information on those events at 
http://support.madd.org/site/PageServer?pagename=wp1_homepage or you can get more information on 
MADD efforts at http://www.madd.org/.  
 
Finally, we are presenting to each child a blue bracelet with the word PARK on it. The letters of the word are 
there to remind them of the good that everyone can do by performing g’milut chasadim (acts of loving 
kindness). We are talking to the students about Practicing Acts of Random Kindness (PARK) and giving a few 
examples of simple things they can do to make their world a better place. We have extra bracelets and will 
sell them for religious school, $2 each to anyone that would like to have one (while the supply lasts). 
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The Membership committee is always seeking new members or ideas to make us 
successful.  Feel free to e-mail Spencer at admin@temple-sinai.org�
�
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SCRIP CARDS 
Scrip cards are not just for grocery stores! They are available for anything from Barnes and 
Noble to Lowes to HEB. Script cards are just like gift cards, but better! Temple Sinai earns 
between 2% and 15% of the value of the card with no additional expense to you! Contact the 
Temple office to obtain your scrip cards. 
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A couple of weeks ago I was blessed to have my father stop by for a few days on his way to Russia for 
business. As he can tell you, we had a great time. Among other things, we walked the streets of the old city, 
davened at the Kotel, and shopped in the old city’s Jewish quarter and Ben Yehuda St. area. The highlight of 
the trip was by far taking the guided tour in the Kotel Tunnel Tours, which follows the Western Wall 
underneath the Muslim quarter. It was an amazing experience!  

Read the rest of Stephen’s Story in his blog at the Temple website, www.temple-sinai.org 
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I am sure you are all familiar with the Jewish folk 
story writer Shalom Aleichem. But did you know that 
there is a female Shalom Aleichem who writes about 
the shtetl from a woman’s point of view?  I didn’t!   
 
Of the many books in my father’s library that 
fascinated me were the stories of Shalom Aleichem. 

When I read them as a teenager, these stories about Jewish life seemed exotic; they described a Jewish life 
that I never knew existed and could not even imagine.  No one in my family ever spoke of the ‘old’ country or 
the shtetls where these stories were set.  True, my family had no direct experience of the shtetls, but 
everyone had heard the stories of the ‘old’ country by word of mouth.  And, of course, as I grew older, I heard 
more about shtetls. Lastly, we all are very familiar with the Tony winning musical, Fiddler on the Roof, and 
with its world tour, it meant that the whole world knew about the Jewish heritage of the shtetls.   
 
Over many years, I discovered a cornucopia of novels and stories about Jewish women, but I always 
wondered whether there were shtetl stories about women and by women.  I was thrilled to discover Dvora 
Baron’s book: stories about the shtetl, from a woman’s point of view.    
 
Dvora Baron’s The First Day” and Other Stories, [Naomi Seidman and Chana Kronfeld, trans. (University of 
California Press)], offers an intimate window into Jewish Eastern Europe. These stories bring to life the daily 
experiences of women and other members of the shtetl. Amazon.com compliments Baron by calling her 
“Hebrew literature’s equivalent of Virginia Woolf.”   
 
I highly recommend The First Day and Other Stories. It is a wonderful collection of short stories and a truly 
fascinating read!  
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Thank you to the following board members who are stepping down: Suzanne Crawford , Fundraising: Pam 
Shaffer , Education; Ed Stevelman , Communications, and Lisa Whipple , Social Action. Your time and 
service are greatly appreciated. 
 

 
 

Thank you from Sisterhood  
 

The Sisterhood board is with great sadness saying farewell to two of its board members, Cheryll Landis-
Gerber  who is VP of Ritual and Marla Hansel  who is VP of Membership. We wish you the best. Thank you 
for all your time and input you have given to Sisterhood 
 
 
 

 
Thank you from Adult Education  

 
Special thanks to David Simon, Rabbi Belford, and Michael Brandt  for helping to make this season 
interesting and informative. 
 
 
 
 

+���)�$�%��������"����������������"���������������� �&&��������,+���)�$�%��������"����������������"���������������� �&&��������,+���)�$�%��������"����������������"���������������� �&&��������,+���)�$�%��������"����������������"���������������� �&&��������,� ���
����

Al & Barbara Troner  in memory of Annaliese Vogelsang 
Kenny & Donna Baum  in honor of their 29th anniversary 
Faith Lewis  in honor of Howard & Shari Getting Married 
Iris & Roger Rochman  in honor of Iris becoming Bat Mitzvah  
Margot Sechler  in honor of Gil's Birthday  
Richard Rosenberg  in memory of Della Rosenberg 
 
 
Please contact Cindy in the office if you have an upcoming special event and would like to sponsor an Oneg 
Shabbat.
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