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This year the Temple Gala Goes Hawaiian and we’re 
having a wow of a luau, Saturday, April 17.  Please 

respond to your e-vite.  If you did not receive your e-
vite, please contact Cindy in the Temple office. More 
details may be found in the pages that follow. 
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The Annual Congregational Meeting will be 
held Sunday, April 25, from 1-2:30 p.m. 
Come share your ideas and feedback on 
key areas of temple life. And vote for the 
new board and new congregational 
budget. We need to see you and hear 
from you! Light refreshments will be 
served. 
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Wikipedia defines volunteering as the practice of people working on 
behalf of others or a particular cause without payment for their time and 
services.  Temple Sinai is certainly a congregation of volunteers and we 
are taking a special moment to recognize our volunteers at a special 
Shabbat service on April 23.  Please take special note in the following 
pages of our Volunteer Coordinator’s (Robin Converse) message and 
respond accordingly. 
 
The Shofar would also like to recognize Betty Sichel for volunteering to 
write periodic book reviews from the extensive collection in our library. 
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Check out her first review in “The Library Corner” found in this month’s edition. 
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In my journal, dated August, 1996, I wrote, “I cannot believe these men and women—who were even younger 
than I am now!—left everything  they knew because of a dream, a vision.  They believed so strongly in the 
future world, that they left their past and everything they ever knew—their language, their food, their families—
and actually created something from nothing.  For centuries Jews have longed to return to Israel; those young 
pioneers made it happen.”  I wrote this after visiting the Kinneret Cemetery, the resting place for hundreds of 
young Jewish pioneers who dedicated their lives to pioneering the land of Israel.  They were idealists, to be 
sure, but to this day their passion, zeal, hard work, and determination can still be palpably felt by anyone who 
sits in the cemetery, overlooking the Sea of Galilee, surrounded by the scents of nearby Kibbutz Degania.  
Standing in that place, their passion becomes yours; hearing their stories, their land becomes yours, too. 
 
Over the last few months, we have heard of numerous problems that liberal Jews are facing in the Jewish 
State.  The Women of the Wall continue to pray monthly at the Kotel, despite arrests and abuse.  Special bus 
routes in certain cities, called “mehadrin lines,” are segregated between men and women, so as to preserve 
the most stringent interpretations of religious modesty.  The Rotem Bill being passed through the Israeli 
Knesset seeks to limit converts’ access to citizenship in Israel.  The recent cover of Reform Judaism magazine 
highlights the discrimination that liberal Jews face on a regular basis in Israel.  As so many people have noted, 
these are not isolated incidents: the soul of the Jewish State is at stake.   
 
If you do not feel connected to Israel, these issues may not bother you.  However, as a Jewish person, 
especially as a liberal Jew, this is precisely the time for you to become connected!  If you are interested in 
ensuring liberal Jewish rights in our homeland, learn as much as you possibly can about the issues and get 
involved in any way possible.  You can begin by visiting www.urj.org/israel.  If you have never been to Israel, 
start planning now to join our congregational trip in June, 2011—there is no better way to get connected to 
Israel than by visiting.  And if you cannot go there, start talking to people who have visited, who have lived 
there for an extended period of time, or who are Israeli.  Their love for Israel—even if they have problems with 
politics, policies, or particular people—will be infectious.  Their love will be as infectious as those early 
pioneers who dedicated their lives to Israel—pioneers like the Israeli poet Rachel Bluwstein, who is buried 
in that same Kinneret Cemetery, overlooking the home of her heart.  The poem below is one of my 
favorites.  As you read it, remember that Rachel moved to Israel at the age of 18, not speaking a word of 
Hebrew.  She joined the pioneers on Degania, and worked for years planting, harvesting, and building.  
Unfortunately, she contracted TB, and could not remain as a worker of the land.  She died in Tel Aviv, far 
from the kibbutz life she loved, but she is now regarded as a national treasure.  Her poems—and her 
life—are powerful reminders of all the sacrifices made over all the years of struggle and hope, for 
the sake our homeland, for Israel.
. 
 
 
 



 
El Artzi ~ To My Country by Rachel Bluwstein

 
 
I have not sung you, my country, 
not brought glory to your name 
with the great deeds of a hero 
or the spoils a battle yields. 
But on the shores of the Jordan 
my hands have planted a tree, 
and my feet have made a pathway 
through your fields. 
 
 

 
 

Modest are the gifts I bring you. 
I know this, mother. 

Modest, I know, the offerings 
of your daughter: 

Only an outburst of song 
on a day when the light flares up, 

only a silent tear 
for your poverty. 
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We are a congregation of engaged and involved members.  We know that at least 60% of our 
members were involved in some volunteer activity at Temple in the last year, and we celebrate 
the engagement of those members! We recognize our volunteers in the monthly Shofar 
honorable menschens and this month, on April 23, we will hold a Volunteer Recognition 
Shabbat.  In addition, each year the congregation honors a person or couple who, as 
members, have consistently given of themselves in support of Temple Sinai, providing them 

with the distinguished Benefactor’s Award. These are the people I call the ULTIMATE VOLUNTEERS!!   This 
year’s Benefactor’s Award will be presented during the Volunteer Recognition Shabbat on April 23.  Please 
come and help acknowledge all of our volunteers and pay tribute to the special Benefactor’s Award recipient/s. 
 
There are other unique ways to be involved and celebrate Temple Sinai this month.  The annual gala which will 
be held on April 17 is sure to be a good party and as the major fundraiser for the temple, it is a great way to 
show your support.   
 
Also, coming up on April 25 we will hold our Annual Congregational Meeting.  This year, the board has agreed 
to change the format for the meeting to build in greater engagement and dialogue in the session.  Based on the 
successful parlor meetings held in 2008, we will open up the floor for structured feedback and input on key 
areas of temple life.  The usual end of year board reports will be provided before the meeting (not during the 
meeting) and this will free up time for member feedback.   As always, we will take a vote on the new budget as 
well as new slate of candidates for the Board of Trustees.  Please come and be part of building the future of 
Temple Sinai.     
 
I look forward to seeing you at these events! 

. 
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As we continue our celebration of Passover the Ritual Committee is planning for two very 
important Bat Mitzvah services this month. Ally Burg, daughter of Jean and Michael Burg, will 
be called to Torah April 9 and 10. Another significant celebration will be held April 24 as Iris Rochman, is called 
to Torah as a Bat Mitzvah in the company of her family. As usual, all members of our congregation are invited 
to attend these services. It is a mitzvah to celebrate as a community.  
 
The Brotherhood’s annual Matzah Brie breakfast will be held April 3 at 9 am to be followed by Saturday 
morning Shabbat Services at 10:30 am. There will be no luncheon that day. Michael Brandt will be presenting 
programs April 22 and 29 at 7:30 pm on the topic of Kaballah for Life, Health and Healing in Room 10/11�
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Saturday April 17, 2010  
 

at Temple Sinai 
 

6:00 check in, Silent Auction 
 

7:00 Dinner 

followed by 
Dancing, Entertainment and Live Auction  

til 10:00 pm 

 

$35.00 per person 
 

Checks payable to: Temple Sinai 
 

Please RVSP by: April 6, 2010 with your E-vite 

�
Dig out those Hawaiian shirts and tropical skirts!  

This festive event will consist of food, dancing and breathtaking fire entertainment!  
There will be live and silent auctions, and lots of fun.   

Plan to come and bring your friends! 
�

�
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The month of April is an exciting month for adult education.  There are 
numerous offerings on different days and at different times to suit the tastes of 
many of our congregants.  Mark your calendar for an event that catches your 
fancy.��
�
On Sunday, April 4th from noon until 1:30 p.m., Rabbi Stuart Federow , of 
Congregation Shaar HaShalom in Clear Lake City will talk to us about "Jewish Laws of 
Shopping at a Mall ." The cost is $5/participant. RSVP to Cindy Crump. 

On Sunday, April 11 from 9:15 a.m. to 10:15 a.m., Rabbi Annie  will enlighten us on the topic of 
"The Jewish View of Death and Dying."  Her previous talks in this series have been very well-
attended.  Don't miss it!��
�
On Sunday, April 18 from 12:15 p.m. to 6:15 p.m. Keith Rosen  will lead another Jewish Tour of 
Houston.  This is a repeat of the trip attended by 11 congregants on January 17, and is highly 
recommended.  The cost is $60/participant.  If you want to be inc luded, you need to  RSVP 
to Cindy Crump with a check payable to Temple Sinai  by April 12 . ��
�
On Thursdays, April 22 and April 29 from 7:30 p.m. to 9 p.m., our own Michael Brandt  will 
present  a two-part series on "Kabbalah for Life, Health, and Healing"  It is a myth that Kabbalah 
is mostly esoteric, too "out there" or too technical-theoretical and has little to do with practical, 
everyday life.  Come learn why/how Kabbalah consciousness has everything to do with the 
prominent issues of our day and how you may use it to live a happier, healthier, more vibrant 
and fulfilling life.  The cost is $10/participant.  Please RSVP to Cindy Crump by April 15 
with a check payable to Temple Sinai. ��
�
Finally, wrapping up adult education for 2009/2010, Rabbi Federow  of Congregation Shaar 
HaShalom will again honor us with a presentation.  It will be on Sunday, May 2 from 12:15 p.m. 
to 1:45 p.m.  The topic is "The Absolute Necessity of Jews Missionizing Judaism to the World." 
 I viewed part of this presentation at Yom Limmud.  Rabbi Federow is a spirited presenter who 
has a message for any Jew who is serious about preserving Judaism.  The cost is 
$5/participant.  Please RSVP to Cindy Crump by Apri l 26 with a check payable to Temple 
Sinai. ��
�

�

APRIL RELIGIOUS SCHOOL CALENDAR  

4.     Breakfast with Rabbi - 1st grade students and parents 
7.     Post Confirmation 
18.   In class Yom Ha'Atzmaut Celebration 
21.   Post Confirmation 
25.   Breakfast With Rabbi -7th grade students and parents 
28.   Confirmation Class parents and students meet with Rabbi Annie and Rina 6:45pm 
30.   Post Confirmation Graduation 7:30pm during service 



I regret that there was not enough interest to hold the Nokh A Bisl Yiddish series with Susan 
Ganc.  Please let me know if you would like to see a Yiddish class of some kind offered at 
Temple Sinai.  Perhaps we could think about a self-study course.  I look forward to hearing your 
ideas.��
�
Please let me know if you would be interested in having Florence Melton Adult Mini-School 
of Judaic Studies at Temple Sinai.   There is an introductory 2-year course and there are 
graduate-level courses as well.  ��
�
For questions and input about enhancements to adult education at Temple Sinai, please 
contact Diane Statham. 
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A very special thanks to everyone who attended the "Sisters get Pampered" event. We hope 
you enjoyed the time to talk with old and new friends, sample some of the different foods 
from the restaurants in the area, and get silly over in Howard's corner with hats and pictures. 

Mad Hatters will finish their year with a spring tea fling. The girls have planned out the event and 
will prepare for the tea. Meeting will be Sunday, April 11 at 10:45am. Please meet at the office.  

On Monday, April 12th, Rosh Chodesh will be celebrated at the home of Robin Converse .  You 
may arrive at 6:00pm; we'll officially begin at 6:30pm. Please RSVP to Robin at 
admin@temple-sinai.org or (281) 496-5950.  
  
Calling all Sisters!!!!  
 
Sisterhoods in the northwest area are having an area meeting on Sunday, April 18. We will 
meet at the temple and car pool over .Please RSVP to admin@temple-sinai.org so we know 
you are coming. More details will follow soon. 
  
Just a friendly reminder that sisterhood is in a program to recycle cell phone that still are able to 
work and ink cartridges. The company will give us a donation back in return for the items. This 
money is going to go to the donation from sisterhood to help pay down the mortgage. 

Sisterhood has received the gift of a documentary film called The Way Women Pray. Please be 
on the look-out for the date of the viewing. 

Mah Jongg Anybody! Sisterhood will host its first Mah Jongg tournament on Sunday, May 23. 
Please send in your registration form to Cindy in the Temple office. Registration fee includes 
lunch. Mah Jongg vendors will also be in attendance. 

WITHOUT YOU WE ARE ONE WOMAN SHORT 

�
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Senior Sisters will meet April 14 at noon in the Temple Library. Betty Sichel is hostess and will 
provide dessert. The topic of discussion: The sayings of our mother, father, or teacher.    
�
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If you have a Special Simcha coming up, we have the latest books 
available. In addition to our wedding books, Bar and Bat Mitzvah books, 
and “Save the Date” books, we now have new books which include 
wedding and baby showers, baby announcements, and parties. Call Marla 

Lantz , the Sisterhood Invitations Sales Representative. 
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Here are the most significant activities with the Brotherhood. 
 
·  We will once again host the Matzah Brie Breakfast at the Shabbat morning service on 

Saturday, April 3.  Plenty of great food will be served – this will be your chance to fill your 
stomach and your religious character all at the same time. 

·  Zachary Levine, one of the primary sportswriters for the Houston Chronicle, will speak to us 
at our meeting on April.  Zach’s talk will come directly on the heels of his visit to the Astros’ 
training camp at Kissimmee, and will occur immediately prior to the beginning of the 
baseball season.  Make plans now to attend this interesting talk. 

·  Our next Blood Drive will occur on Sunday, April 4.  Please give so that others may live. 
·  Plans are already underway for the annual Brotherhood scholarships for Greene Family 

Camp.  Once again, two gifts of $250 each will be awarded to the students who submit the 
best explanation of how they would benefit.  Please be on the lookout for the religious  
school applications. 

·  The Brotherhood is proud to assist Herschel Levin in his participation in a Bowl-A-Thon 
dedicated to helping the NICU patients at Sharre Zedek Hospital in Jerusalem.   

·  Future possibilities for future movie nights include Keeping The Faith, A Serious Man, and 
Yoo-Hoo, Mrs Goldberg.  Stay tuned! 

·  The Brotherhood will host attendance at the Broadway production of Mel Brooks’ Young 
Frankenstein on May 30th at the Hobby Center. We have 40 orchestra level seats reserved 
for the matinee performance that Sunday.  Tickets are available for $62.25 per seat, on a 
first-come first-served basis.  The show is certain to sell out and these seats will be difficult 
to come by.  Contact Marc Boin for reservations. 

 
We typically hold our meetings at 10:30am on the first Sunday of each month in the Temple 
Library. Many men in our congregation have expressed a desire to get more involved in 
activities that support our synagogue. Here is your chance to attend a meeting and to find out 
what the Temple Sinai Brotherhood is all about - a group of guys dedicated to helping our 
synagogue, helping ourselves, and having a lot of fun in the process.  We hope to see you at an 
upcoming meeting soon! 
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Please join the Social Actions Committee this year by participating in this very important 
event.  At least one of our own has been touched by the ravaging effects of drunk driving. 
 
Upcoming Event: Mothers Against Drunk Driving, Walk Like MADD 

 
It’s time to get going! 



When: May 1, 2010, 9:00 am 
Where: MacGregor Park 
As anyone that has been around Temple Sinai for a few years knows all too well, drunk driving touches too 
many people. A note on the MADD website adds more chilling local information: 

Harris County is the deadliest County in the Nation for drunken driving fatalities. In 2007 there were 339 
brutal deaths by drunk drivers. 

You can help in the fight against drunk driving by becoming a Regular Walker, a Virtual Walker, an event 
volunteer, or by making a donation. The links below can get you to more information about this worthwhile 
cause. 
 
 
Walk Like MADD home page:�
�������
��������
�������
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�

�
�
 
Find Carol Levin and the Todd’s Troopers Team through the “Find a Walker” search or go directly to the page 
through this link:�
�������
��������
�������
������� 
�!"�!�#$%%� 
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�
Out of town friends and relatives can donate to your walking, Carol or someone else on the team, or even 
participate in a local event where they live. There is a link to find events in other cities on the Walk Like MADD 
home page (just above the Find a Walker search). 
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I am proud to welcome our newest members: 
Andrew  and Jennifer Herendeen  and their 
daughter Winnie 
 
The Membership committee is always seeking new 
members or ideas to make us successful.  Feel free 
to e-mail Spencer at admin@temple-sinai.org. 
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SCRIP CARDS 
Scrip cards are not just for 
grocery stores! They are 
available for anything from 
Barnes and Noble to Lowes to 
HEB. Script cards are just like gift cards, but better! 
Temple Sinai earns between 2% and 15% of the 
value of the card with no additional expense to you! 
Contact the Temple office to obtain your scrip 
cards. 
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We would like to thank the 
Presbyterian Confirmation class for 
joining us on our fun filled TeSTY 

Shabbat service. 
 

We are also looking forward to Spring Kallah 2010.  
TeSTY has two members running for regional 
board this year, Sean Schicker  and Jackie 
Schicker . Sean is our current president and will be 
running for Membership Vice President. Jackie, the 
current Religious and Cultural VP of the region, will 
be running for NFTY-TOR President. TeSTY is so 
proud and hopes to represent at Spring with record 
attendance. For registration information, please 
contact Andrew Rochman.  
 
 
 
 
 



The Library Corner by Betty Sichel

Want a good book to read? You do not need to 
shop on Amazon or go to Barnes and Noble.  You 
do not have to buy a Kindle or a Nook.  Just come 
to the Temple Sinai Library for all of your Jewish 
reading material.  Our extensive library includes:  
novels, biographies, and histories, children’s books, 
serious books and humorous books, mysteries, 
books about holidays, and so much more.  Our 
Library is our best kept secret, a gem. 

 
Each month, The Library Corner  will highlight an 
interesting book or a series of books hope that it 
will whet your reading appetite.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
I recently read Lucette Lagnado’s The Man in the 
White Sharkskin Suit, A Jewish Family’s Exodus 
from Old Cairo to the New World. Many Jewish 
families have an exodus story and this memoir 
about a family’s flight from Cairo to Paris to New 
York is the captivating story of Lagnado’s own 
family. The “man in the white sharkskin suit,” the 
father, grieved for his beloved Cairo even though 
he knew that going to New York was the only right 
decision to make for his family.  I was reminded of 
my grandfather and his exodus from Turkey to 
Romania and then, to New York, and how he 
always yearned for that Old Country, his real home.   
 
In many ways, the conditions in Cairo that forced 
the exodus of the Lagnado’s family can be 
compared the first Exodus, of the Jews described in 
scripture.  As we read, we wander through Old 
Cairo and are confronted with the changing political 
and social climate in Egypt of the 1960’s. Why did 
this happen?  Why did the Jews of Cairo suffer 
such pain?  You will be transfixed by the story of 
this family. This incredible story helps us 
understand our own families’ flights from the Old 
Country to this country.   
 
Read, Lucette Lagnado’s The Man in the White 
Sharkskin Suit, A Jewish Family’s Exodus from Old 
Cairo to the New World , I highly recommend it. 

�
�
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Every member of Temple Sinai is like a member of a loving family:  
we encourage and support one another, and we lean on one 
another when times are tough.  We step up to help each other 
using the talents and skills and resources with which we have 

been blessed. Our members -- children, youth, and 
adults of all ages, are engaged in countless helping 
activities that have benefited and strengthened our 
congregation, from baking a dessert for an oneg, 

working with the b’nei mitzvah students, building sign-
holders for the parking lot, to serving on Temple boards 

and committees, to cleaning the kitchen refrigerator, to 
visiting members in need, to moving chairs and tables for an 

event, and many, many more. 
 

 
 
On Friday, April 23, we each have a special opportunity to thank and celebrate everyone who has “stepped 
up” in the past year by doing something that has helped our temple community thrive.  Everyone will receive 
a special blessing from Rabbi Annie.  Also, the annual Benefactor’s Award Presentation will be made at this 
service.  
 
Note:  Please respond as soon as possible to Robin Converse, Volunteer Coordinator with her request below. 
Your responses will help in the creation of a special booklet for the April 23rd service.   
 
VOLUNTEER RECOGNITION You may think you “didn’t do anything special” but every volunteer activity you 
engaged in is of vital importance to the life of Temple Sinai.  On April 23rd, we will be honoring volunteers at 
a special Volunteer Shabbat, and we don’t want to leave a single person out (including your children)! To help 
us recognize your efforts, please complete this sentence:  “One thing I did this year for our congregation that I 
felt made a difference/felt proud/felt fulfilled/etc. was:  ______” and send it to the attention of Robin Converse 
at admin@temple-sinai.org, or by phone, (281) 496-5950. I look forward to hearing from everyone. Thanks 
very much!                     

 -Robin Converse, Volunteer Coordinator 
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 ������(�����%��)���* � ����'��"�������#!�������$� ����#�$�%������������
 ������(�����%��)���*� ����'��"�������#!�������$� ����#�$�%������������
 ������(�����%��)���*� ����'��"�������#!�������$� ����#�$�%������������
 ������(�����%��)���*�� ���
����
 
And the Oscar goes to……………. all the participants in the Purimshpiel – the actors, musicians, directors 
and of course, the audience!! 

Best Director and Producer:  Rabbi Annie !!   

 
 
 



Thank you from Brotherhood , 
  
Thanks go to Bob Horowitz  for coordinating the Hong Kong tailor, Larry Rashmi , on March 7.  Many people 
were excited to place orders with him - all are guaranteed high quality apparel at very affordable prices. 
 
To Irv Berger  who did a wonderful job coordinating our March speaker, CAPT Michael Foreman , also on 
March 7. 
 
Thanks also go out to Irv Berger  for aggressively working to improve the number of active members in the 
Brotherhood.  The success of the Brotherhood is dependent on the support of all of our members.  We can 
use as many active participants as we can get! 
 

 
Thank you from Sisterhood  

 
To Judy Levin  for organizing the paid up membership event, "Pampered with the Sisters" and to Howard 
Neuwirth-Hirsch  for his taking photos at the event. 

 
Thank you from the Religious School  

 
 

 
To Frances Aaronson  who organized the hamantaschen donations for Purim. 
 
Thank you to all parents and other members who donated delicious hamantaschen for all of us to enjoy. 
 
Thank you to out 6th and 7th grade students  and their teachers Ms. Diane  and Ms. Iris  for the Purim play 
they performed.  
 
 
Thank you to the Gesher students , Ms. Fiona  and Ms. Linda  for preparing beautiful Passover bags for M.D. 
Anderson patients.  
 
And thank you to our Brotherhood  and Sisterhood  for the financial help of this special project. 
 
 

 
Thank you from Bruce Greenberg, Building Committee Chair  

 
 
 

To Ellen  and Howard Neuwirth-Hirsch  for underwriting the installation costs of an additional light for  the 
front of our building. This light was placed to provide additional security as well as to illuminate our name on 
the side of the building. 
 
To Suzanne Crawford for completing the engineering drawings on proposed handicap access addition 
 
 
 
Remember if you have a special occasion coming up, please consider sponsoring an Oneg Shabbat. 
Call Cindy in the office for more information. 
 
 
 
�
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