
  

 

 

 
  

  

  

  

DDrreeiiddeellss!!  LLiigghhttss!!  LLaattkkeess!!  

IItt’’ss  TTiimmee  ffoorr  HHaannuukkaahh!!   
 

Though the first candle is lit on Friday, December 11, Sisterhood 
presents its annual Hanukah dinner for the delight of all at 5:30pm, 
Sunday, December 13. Look for the Sisterhood article for more 
information. 
 
For more relating to Hanukah, take note of the messages from both 
Rabbi Annie and from our Religious School, in the following pages,  
and don’t miss our Did You Know That trivia below. 
 
 

OOtthheerr  SSiinnaaii  HHaappppeenniinnggss 
 
December is the time to think of others and Temple Sinai believes in 
doing its share for Tikkun Olam, repairing the world. 
 
Friday, December 4, Social Action supports the Westside Homeless 
Partnership's holiday party and Sunday, December 6, is Brotherhood’s 
Schlep Sunday. See their respective segments for more information 
about these important events. 
 
Also, make plans to attend the mid-year Congregational meeting at 
1:00pm, Sunday, December 13. See the President’s message. 
 
 

DDIIDD  YYOOUU  KKNNOOWW  TTHHAATT  ..  ..  .. 
 
According to Lisa Katz, author of Hanukah Food Traditions for about.com, 
―fried food reminds us of the miracle of the oil that burned for eight days when 
the Maccabees purified and rededicated the holy Temple in Jerusalem. Potato 
pancakes (latkes in Yiddish and livivot in Hebrew) and doughnuts (soofganiot 
in Hebrew) are traditional Hanukah treats. 
 
―Some rabbis have taken the explanation of why we eat fried food on Hanukah 
one step further. They say that oil is like studying Torah in two ways. 1. Oil is 
not a food we eat by ourselves and not necessary for our daily existence. It 
simply adds pleasure to our food and life, as does the study of Torah. 
2. Oil has the potential to illuminate. If you stand in a dark room you can light 
oil to see the room around you. Study of Torah can also illuminate our world for 
us.‖ 
                 HAPPY HANUKAH FROM YOUR SHOFAR STAFF! 
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Friday Night Service Schedule 
Shabbat Service 7:30 PM 

 

December Special Events 
 

Social Action Westside Homeless 

Partnership Program, 6:00pm, Friday, 

December 4 

 

Schlep Sunday, 9am-1pm, Sunday, 

December 6 

 

Everything You Thought You Knew 

about Judaism, 9:15am, Sunday, 

December 6 

 

Researching Your Jewish Genealogy, 

7:00pm, Tuesday, December 8 

 

Rachel Aaronson Bat Mitzvah, 7:30pm, 

Friday, December 11 

 

Torah Study, 9:30am, Saturday,  

December 12 

 

Rachel Aaronson Bat Mitzvah, Shabbat 

Morning Service, 10:30am, Saturday, 

December 12 

 

Congregational Mid-year Meeting, 

1:00pm, Sunday, December 13 

 

Sisterhood Hanukah Dinner 5:30pm, 

Sunday, December 13 

 

Open Dor Shabbat: 

Tot Shabbat 6:00pm, Dinner 6:30pm, 

Services 7:30pm, Friday, December 18 

 

Hebrew/Religious School Closed for 

Winter Break, Sunday, December 20 

through Sunday, January 3 
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Rabbi’s Message – Anne Belford 

 
―Rabbi Annie,‖ Susie asked, ―all my friends decorate their houses for Christmas!  

Why can’t I?‖ 
―Rabbi,‖ Mr. Goldschwartz approached me, ―my wife wants to take the kids to 

celebrate Christmas with her family this year.  I don’t really know how I feel about that!  
What do you think?‖ 

―Rabbi,‖ Mrs. Charles said, ―I love Hanukah, but I hate the commercialism of the 
holiday.  How can I make it—I don’t know—more meaningful somehow?‖ 

 
Susie, Mr. Goldschwartz, and Mrs. Charles are not real people—but their questions certainly are!  As December begins, 
we not only enter the last month of the secular year, we also enter a period of family gatherings, holidays, and—whether 
we like it or not—intense commercialism.  Some families have tried and true celebrations and habits, while some are still 
trying to figure out how to navigate the murky waters of the December holidays.   Rabbis call this the ―December 
Dilemma,‖ and the dilemma applies to all of the questions I quoted above:  
How do we remain true to our Jewish identity in a largely Christian world, especially this time of year?   
How can my interfaith family be ―fair‖ to both traditions?   
How can we elevate our celebrations away from commercialism and into the realm of spirituality and meaning?   
 
Every one of us will answer these kinds of questions in a different way, but this year we can join together in sharing our 
questions, answers, and experiences on Sunday, December 6

, 
at 9:15 am in the Sanctuary for an Adult Education course, 

―The December Dilemma.‖  This is the second of our three-part Adult Ed. series, ―Everything You Thought You Knew 
about Judaism But Forgot…  Or Never Knew in the First Place.‖   So, how would I answer Susie, Mr. Goldschwartz, and 
Mrs. Charles?  You’ll have to come on December 6 to find out!  I hope you can join me to share in this morning of 
learning!   
 
As a Congregation we are also joining together on December 18

 
for our second Open Dor Shabbat.  Tot Shabbat begins 

at 6 PM, a congregation dinner and Latke-Cook-Off will be at 6:30, and services—with some of our students 
participating—will be at 7:30.  This is the last night of Hanukah, and we hope this evening will be a beautiful way to end 
our holiday celebrations.  Happy Hanukah to all! 

 
 
  

President’s  Message – Emily Deakins 

 
Preserving History  
Three of my four grandparents hit the shores of America in the early part of the 20

th
 century, hailing from 

Russia and Poland.  I know the names of the towns they came from:  Dnepepetrovsk and Komarin in 
the Ukraine, and Butchach near Lvov in Poland.  I know that my mother’s father, who was born in New 
York, had parents who emigrated from the Austro-Hungarian region of Europe in the late 19

th
 century.  

And, I remember visiting my dad’s parents in Tel Aviv when I was 4 years old after they made aliyah to 
Israel from the U.S.  But I’m sorry I don’t know more of the family history, the stories, the lore.  I regret not having spent 
more time with my grandparents and Dad when they were all alive, asking the right questions and listening to their 
wisdom.     
 
Where are your grandparents and parents from?  What are your families’ stories? 
 
On Wednesday November 11, we heard about 13 different immigrant families from Steven Roberts, as he discussed his 
new book From Every End of This Earth.  Professor Roberts shared some of the histories of the families and reminded us 
of the importance of knowing our own family experiences, and preserving them as a gift to share with future generations.  
This message is especially poignant for many of us as we see our parents aging.  We can imagine the eventual loss of 
the first-hand, source data about our families - many of them tales of immigration - and feel critical knowledge slipping 
through our fingers.   
 
So, it’s perfect timing and quite serendipitous that an upcoming Temple Sinai Adult Education program will provide 
guidance on Jewish Genealogy – teaching us methodology to trace and better document our family histories and 
ancestry.  Taught by Temple Sinai’s very own David Simon, this is a perfect follow up to the November 11 event and will 
provide us a great start in discovering, appreciating and preserving our family stories.   I look forward to seeing you then – 
December 8, 7-9 p.m.  

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dnepropetrovsk


I also hope to see you at the Congregational mid-year meeting scheduled for Sunday December 13, 2009 from 1:00-2:30 
p.m. Hereôs your chance to view the Templeôs current financial picture and major focus areas for the coming year.  Come 
share your thoughts with us and have a hand in strengthening the community.  Cookies and drinks will 

be provided and babysitting will be available. 

Ritual – Betsy Hoover 
 
Temple Sinai recently celebrated another milestone with the installation of Rabbi Annie Belford on 
November 20. The event was attended by local dignitaries, congregants, and many out of town guests. 
Roger Rochman, chair of the event, and his committee, deserve kudos for a job well done.  
 
We’re approaching another busy month. Rabbi Annie will be presenting on the subject ―Everything You Thought You 
Knew about Judaism‖ December 6 at 9:15am in the Sanctuary. Rachel Aaronson will become Bat Mitzvah the weekend of 
December 11 and 12. Torah study will be held at 9:30 a.m. on Saturday preceding Rachel’s being called to Torah. 
 
Our second Open Dor Shabbat is scheduled for December 18 with a community dinner at 6:30 p.m. to be followed by 
Shabbat Services at 7:30 p.m. The Rabbi is to be assisted by 3

rd
 and 5

th
 grade students during the service. A special 

guest, Josh Levine, will provide musical accompaniment during the service.  

 

 

Religious School News –         

 Rina Mesarwi and Pam Shaffer       
 
Each year we hear from parents about students who are confused during winter break when there 
is so much going on.  Christmas songs are heard everywhere; pictures of Santa are in stores; the 
neighbors are wishing Merry Christmas, and sometimes even the schools celebrate this holiday.  
What should you do when children ask why their friends celebrate Christmas and they don’t? 
 
Try to explain to children that not everyone celebrates Christmas, but they should be respectful to other’s faiths.  Make it 
clear that Hanukah is a Jewish holiday and Christmas is not.  This is a good time to discuss diversity with children, to do 
tzedakah and help others.  Make sure your child understands that Hanukah is the celebration of keeping our faith alive 
and passing it on from one generation to the other.   
 
Interfaith couples who raise a Jewish child might have additional issues to address when a child asks questions about the 
winter holidays.  Here are some ideas for December dilemmas:  Let your child know of the respect you share for each 
other’s faith and tradition.   Choose activities that celebrate the family and unite it.  Celebrate with extended family 
members.  Recognize the needs of the other partner and reassure your child so he or she feels safe and less confused.  
Most of all celebrate with your child, and make sure he or she understands what you are celebrating. 

 
In December: 
2.   Post Confirmation 
4-6 Gesher Retreat at GFC 
6.   Olive Press 5

th
 grade Parents are welcome 

13.  Ktantanim Class 
16.  Post Confirmation 
18.  Open Dor Shabbat

 
Winter Break from December 20 through January 3, 2010 
Have a very Happy Hanukah and great Winter Break! 
      

 



Adult Education – Diane Statham       

 
On Sunday, December 6, Rabbi Annie will continue her Everything You Thought You Knew About 
Judaismé But Forgot or Never Knew Anyway.  She will talk about the ―December Dilemma‖ from 
9:15 a.m. to 10:15 a.m.  Her last presentation in October on How Jews Pray was very well-received, 
with about 30 in attendance.  
 
On Tuesday, December 8 our own David Simon will share his knowledge and insight into researching your Jewish 
Genealogy.  That event will be held in classroom 10/11 from 7 to 9 p.m.  
 
On Sunday, January 17 from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m., Keith Rosen will lead us on Jewish Tour of Houston.  The tour will include 
visits to former standing temples and synagogues, former Jewish Community Centers (JCCs), cemeteries, delicatessens, 
bakeries, restaurants, the former Jewish Home for the Aged, old Jewish mansions, and locations of past Jewish 
institutions. The tour includes descriptions of the histories of congregations and families, contributions of Jewish 
institutions, and the architecture of the buildings. The cost is $60/person and will include lunch from Kenny and Ziggy's to 
be eaten, weather permitting, in a covered area in a historic Jewish cemetery.  To reserve a spot, I must have your RSVP 
with check by January 3, 2010.  Please make the check payable to Temple Sinai.  You may leave it with or mail it to Cindy 
Crump.  
 
**Dr. Sidney Berger's presentation on the Yiddish Art Theater has been rescheduled.  It will be held on Tuesday, 
January 19 from 7 to 8:30 p.m.  He will regale us with tales of YAT, including such notables at Paul Muni (Muni 
Weisenfreund) and John Garfield (Julius Garfinkle).  Classroom 10/11 has been reserved for this event.  
 
On Tuesday, February 2 and Tuesday, February 9 from 7 to 9 p.m., we will be honored with a presentation by Rabbi 
Seymour Rossel of Congregation Jewish Community North in Spring, Texas on the subject of Jewish 
Mysticism/Spirituality.  The following is taken from an essay on his web page, subtitled "Every Bush is Burning":  
 
The only way to discover if you are in the midst of a spiritual revolution is to see beyond your generation -- to gain a 
greater perspective. What we discover, when we apply this method to Judaism is that Judaism is a spiritual religion: that it 
has a tradition of spiritual revival that beats like mighty waves against the solid shores of ritual and halachah, constantly 
eroding and reshaping them.  
 
To learn more about Rabbi Rossel, visit his website at www.rossel.net.  The cost of the two courses is $25.  To reserve a 
spot, I must have your RSVP with check by January 27, 2010.  Please make the check payable to Temple Sinai.  You 
may leave it with or mail it to Cindy Crump. 
 
Please contact Diane Statham if you have questions. 
 
 

Sisterhood – Eva Marmelstein 

 
December 6, Sunday, Sisterhood Board Meeting @12:30pm. 

December 13, Sunday,10:45-11:30 am.  Mad Hatters have their 2 meeting to help with Hanukah Dinner.  Hanukah Dinner 
@ 5:30pm - $18.00 for adults, $9.00 for children 10 and under, children under 2 will be free. Contact Cindy in the office for 
sign up.                                  

December 17, Thursday, Rosh Chodesh at the temple hosted by Eva Marmelstein and Cheryll Gerber. 

Gift Shop News: 

We have some great gift ideas for that special person in your life. Come and check out our awesome discounts and 
holiday hours. 

We've got a winner! Betsy Hoover has won the Macy's "Shop for a Cause". Our proud winner will receive a $500.00 gift 
card to Macy's.  

www.rossel.net


Sisterhood has gone green!  Starting in December we will take your old gently used phones (must still be working) and 
ink cartridges and donate them to a company who will pay a small fee back to Sisterhood. This is another fundraiser to 
help us reach our $5,000 goal to help pay down the mortgage.  We are up to $1,200.00 up to date.  

Although Sisterhood is half way through our year, it is not too late to sign up to help support our programs. 

Did you know that we do all this with your support? 

1. Coordinate Rosh Hashanah Oneg 

2. Yom Kippur Break the Fast - we provide all the food at no charge to anyone. 

3. Yearly monetary donations 

      a.Rabbi's Discretionary fund 

      b.Religious School 

      c.TeSTY 

      d.Temple-either to the general fund or to pay down the mortgage  

4. Hanukah Dinner 

5. Passover Dinner 

6. College Connection-sending packages to our college students 3 times a year 

7. Kitchen- maintaining supplies in the kitchen, platters.ice buckets, etc 

8. B'Nai mitzvah gifts 

9. Provide help for the B'nai onegs 

10. Provide scholarship money 

11. Run the gift shop 

12. Senior Sisters 

13. Program for the young girls - Mad Hatters 

14. Rosh Chodesh 

15. Book clubs    

16. Going Green Program - recycling ink cartridges and old gently used phones (still must work) 

Without you, weôre one woman short! 

 

 

Senior Sisters 

 
Senior Sisters will meet Wednesday, December 9 at noon in the Library.  Faith Lewis, hostess, will provide dessert and 
explain our Chanukah Chinese Auction.  Everyone is to bring a small gift, $10 and under and wrapped. For more 

information, call Estelle. 

 

Invitations            
 
If you have a Special Simcha coming up, we have the latest books available. In addition to our 
wedding books, Bar and Bat Mitzvah books, and ―Save the Date‖ books, we now have new books which include wedding 
and baby showers, baby announcements, and parties. Call Marla Lantz, the Sisterhood Invitations Sales Representative. 
 

 

 



Sponsors: B’nai B’rith 

Edward M. Gardner, P.C. CPA 

FPA, Houston CPA Society  

Temple Sinai Brotherhood 

Jewish Community Center 

 

Brotherhood – Marc Boin         

 
The Brotherhood’s year is still going strong.  Listed below are some of our more significant actions. 
 

¶ Schlep Sunday on December 6
th
.  This is an excellent opportunity to clean out your closets and 

get rid of unwanted items.  All donations are used to benefit Houston’s homeless population.  The 
only thing you need to do is to bring clean usable clothing, toys, and other household items to our 
Temple on December 6

th
.  You don’t even need to get out of your car – we will take care of the 

rest.  This is a simple way to help those in need, and all donations are tax-deductible. 

¶ We held our Art Auction last on October 17
th
. Marlin Art brought nearly 160 pieces from their 

gallery, many of which sold for rock-bottom prices.  Carrabba’s Italian Grill donated a delicious 
array of food, and the Schicker’s donated a wonderful assortment of wine. All the proceeds will be donated to the 
Capital Campaign, in an effort to help pay down our mortgage.  Many thanks to Michael Burg for coordinating the 
event, as well as to everyone that helped make the evening a huge success. 

¶ We hosted the 2
nd

 Annual Chili Cook-off on Saturday, November 14
. 
We had a total of ten chefs showing off their 

cooking skills, as well as nearly 40 people in attendance that got to taste some incredible chili.  Congratulations go to 
the winners: Susan Markowitz, Michael Burg, and our first place champion for the best tasting chili in all of 
Temple Sinai, Linda Katz.  Following the dinner, we enjoyed the movie, Donôt Mess With The Zohan.  Everyone in 
attendance had a full stomach and a great time.  
 
We typically hold our meetings at 10:30 on the first Sunday of each month in the Temple Library.   Many men in our 
congregation have expressed a desire to get more involved in activities that support our synagogue. Here is your 
chance to attend a meeting and to find out what the Temple Sinai Brotherhood is all about - a group of guys dedicated 
to helping our synagogue, helping ourselves, and having a lot of fun in the process.  We hope to see you at an 
upcoming meeting soon! 

Donate clothing, toys, and household items 

29th Annual Schlep Sunday, December 6, 2009 

Benefiting the Star of Hope  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Tax receipts will be issued! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Bring your donation to: 

Temple Sinai 

Between 9 a.m. and 1 p.m. 



 

Social Action – Lisa Whipple       

 
The Social Action Committee has been very busy getting ready for our annual 
participation in the Westside Homeless Partnership holiday party.  The WHP is an 
organization that helps families on the brink of homelessness in the Spring Branch area 
get back on their feet.  The WHP holiday party will take place on Friday, December 4

 

from 6:00pm to 8:00pm with set up beginning at 5:30pm.  The party will be held at Holy 
Cross Lutheran Church which is located at 7901 Westview Dr., in Houston, at the corner of 
Westview and Wirt.  We will have games and activities for the children to include cookie 
decorating, coloring, and dreidel playing.    
 
We have adopted a family of five from the WHP and are busy purchasing and wrapping items on their wish list which will 
not only help them to get back on their feet, but will make their holiday season a little brighter.  The SAC is collecting 
gently used stuffed animals to give to the children at the party.  A collection box will be located at the entrance to the 
Temple.  Please consider donating your gently used plush animals.  We need them by December 2

 
and promise to find 

them a great home!  Please consider volunteering your time at the WHP party.  We need help setting up as well as with 
the activities.  For more information or questions, please contact Lisa Whipple. 
 
 
 

Membership – Spencer Marmelstein 

 
I am proud to welcome our newest members, 
* Cindy Bowes 
* Sean Greenberg 
* Michael and Lynn Ganis and their daughter Amanda 
* Mr. and Mrs. Dan Zubkoff and their children Eliot and Abby 
* John Westermeier and Kenneth LaFrance 

 
The membership committee is always seeking new members or ideas to make us successful.  Feel free to e-mail 
Spencer.

 

 

 

 

Fundraising – Suzanne Crawford 

SCRIP CARDS 
Scrip cards are not just for grocery stores! 
Hanukah is coming up and scrip cards are available for anything from Barnes and Noble to Lowes to HEB. 
Script cards are just like gift card, except better! Because...Temple Sinai earns between 2% and 15% of the 
value of the card; at no additional expense to you! 
 
Contact Temple Sinai to obtain your scrip cards. 

 
Itôs time to get going! 



 

 

 

We gratefully acknowledge these generous gifts.  

 
 

Shalom From Sinai 
 
In honor of the recovery of Lori Boin, from Linda & Marvin Katz 
In memory of Karen Sklar, from the Sklar Family. 
In honor of Rabbi Annieôs installation, from Ken and Sandy Birenbaum, Rabbi John Franken, Sam & Gayle Belford, 
Phillip & Ann Rothstein, and Carol & Jimmy Parker. 
Wishing a speedy recovery to Lori Boin, from Norma Belkin. 
Wishing a speedy recovery to Sheila Sokol from Norma Belkin. 
 

Music Program 
The Fox Family 
 

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund 
 
In honor of Estelle Weissburgôs Yom Kippur Neilah Aliyah 
In honor of Rabbi Annieôs Installation, from Eileen & Frank Noto 
In honor of Rabbi Annieôs Installation, from Congregation Brith Shalom 
In honor of Rabbi Annieôs installation, from the Deakins Family 
In honor or Rabbi Annieôs installation, from Ken & Sandy Birenbaum. 
 

 
 

HONORABLE òMENSCHóENõS 
 
In this space we will recognize the  òmenschesó who have performed some mitzvah for the synagogue or one of 
its members during the past month. If we inadvertently missed you or another òmenschó, let us know!  
 
Thank you to all Temple members who helped to make the first JCC West Book Fair Event on November 11

 
so 

successful!  (Apologies to anyone who was left out of this list): David Simon, Chair; and committee members Robin 
Converse, Emily Deakins, Susan Hertz, Rina Mesarwi, Howard Neuwirth-Hirsch, Diane Statham; additional 
volunteers Paul and Zach Aaronson, Judy Bluestein-Levin, Norman Camac, Debbie Carnes, Peter and Lauren 
Foster, Jill Gentsch, Karen Greenspan,  Betsy Hoover, Linda Katz, David Kessler, Maria Korn-Michael, Nancy 
McIntyre, Elissa Sanders, Debbie Simon, Stephen Simon, David Whipple, Miriam Wolod. Special thanks to Rabbi 
Annie Belford for your support, the Aaronson family for donating the materials and labor for our new ―as needed‖ 
handicap parking and VIP signs, and to the JCC, Congregation Or Ami, Hadassah, and NCJW-West Houston Evening 
Branch for partnering with Temple Sinai for this event. 
 
The following Honorable Menschens are for the many people who helped make Rabbi Annie’s Installation such a 
wonderful event. Sheila Anderson, Roger Rochman, Emily Deakins, Barb Shepard, Susan Markowitz, Iris Rochman, Ed 
Stevelman, Ellen Neuwirth-Hirsch, Lori Neuwirth-Hirsch, Judy Bluestein-Levin, Pam Lowry, Carol Levin, David 
Schwam, David Whipple, Howard Neuwirth-Hirsch, Betsy Hoover, Margot Sechler, Cheryl Landis Gerber and 
Sisterhood, Marc Boin and Brotherhood, Andrew Rochman and TESTY, Margaret Stone, Rabbi Ari Vernon, Rabbi Andrea 
Goldstein, Nina Train, Rachel Wallach, Faith Lewis, Miriam Wolod, John Deakins, and of course Rabbi Annie because 
without her this never would have been possible. 
 
Special thanks go to Sheila and John Anderson and Sandy and Ruth Herman for their donations of delicious desserts 
and staff to host the oneg In Rabbi Annie’s honor. 



 

Thank you from Brotherhood,  
  

¶ Many thanks go out to everyone that made the Art Auction such a huge success.  About 8 of our members 
showed up to help set everything up.  David Frishman and David Whipple did a great job keeping up with the 
evening’s finances.  Our honorary member, Alexandra Burg, worked tirelessly to set up and to ―run‖ the artwork 
to the front for display.  Very special thanks goes to Michael Burg for making the entire event happen! 

 

¶ We would like to thank Fiona and Gerry Schicker for donating all of the wine for the Art Auction.  The selection 
was wonderful and the wine added a classy touch to the event. 

 

¶ A huge thanks goes to Jeremy Retzlaff and the wonderful cooks from Carraba’s Italian Grill on the Katy Freeway 
for donating 8 platters of food for the Art Auction.  The food was so good that many in attendance regretted 
having snacked before they came.  All congregants are asked to patronize this wonderful restaurant as a show of 
appreciation. 

 

¶ There were a total of ten chefs that deserve special recognition for their delicious chili at the Chili Cook-off on 
November 14

th
.  They included (alphabetically) Norman Berlat, Marc Boin, Michael Burg, Bruce Greenburg, 

Marni Greenburg, Linda Katz, Susan Markowitz, Lori / Howard Neuwirth-Hirsch, David Whipple, and Josh 
Whipple.  In addition, many thanks go to Jean & Michael Burg and Marc Boin for helping make the evening 
such a success. 

 

¶ Jean and Michael Burg are also thanked for opening their home to a bunch of die-hard Texans fans on 
November 23

rd
 for Monday Night Football. 

 

¶ Many thanks to Harvey Merfish for his very generous donation for the Rockets basketball game. 
 
 
 
Thank you from Sisterhood 
 

¶ Linda Katz for opening up to the sisterhood and sharing her experience with heart related issues. 

¶ Iris Rochman, Diane Adler, Joan Rich ,Cheryll Gerber, Marla Hansel, Judy Levin and Tunsia 
James for your dedication to the Sisterhood. Without you, we are really one woman short! 

¶ Betsy Hoover for donating items for the kitchen from some of her "shop for a cause" winnings. 

¶ To all volunteers that help in the cooking, setting up and clean up for the Hanukah Dinner.  

¶ Rabbi Annie for your special touch to make our Hanukah dinner complete. 

The Religious School wants to recognize and thank our 8
th
 grade student Marisa Wood for all her help with the Snack 

Bar. You are a real Mitzvah Girl Marisa! 

And finally, from the Board of Trustees, 
Thank you to Debbie Rothermel for serving as VP-Administration for the past 18 months.  At this time, Debbie has asked 
to step down from the role.  We thank her for her outstanding contributions in the area of administration and 
communications, working closely with administrative staff, and the Shofar and website volunteers.  For the near future, if 
you have any administrative matters, please contact Emily Deakins.  

 



 
Thank you to the following people for sponsoring Shabbat Onegs:   
 
Phillip & Linda Tusa in memory of Rita Bobrow 
Margot Sechler in celebration of Betty Sichel's birthday 
Richard Weingarten 
Norma Belkin in honor of her mother, Blanche Abramonitz's, 94th birthday 
Sheila & John Anderson and Ruth & Sandy Herman in honor of Rabbi Annieôs installation. 
Seth Belford and Alissa Peltzman and their son Ben in honor of Rabbi Annieôs installation. 
 
 

Remember if you have a special occasion coming up, please consider sponsoring an Oneg 
Shabbat. Call Cindy in the office for more information. 
 
 
 
 

 



Calendar 

December 2009 
 

Sunday  Monday  Tuesday  Wednesday  Thursday  Friday  Saturday  
29  

 

30  

 

 1 

 

 2 

5:30 PM  Hebrew III  
6:30 PM  Hebrew II  
6:30 PM  Hebrew I (Room 8)  

6:45 PM  Post Confirmation 
6:45 PM  Hebrew School 

 

 3 

5:30 PM  Ritual Committee 
Meeting 
7:00 PM  Mah Jongg 

 

 4 

Board R ep: Iris Rochman  
Gesher Retreat (GFC)  
NFTY - NVN 

6:00 PM  Westside Homeless 
Partnership Program 

7:30 PM  First United 
Methodist Church 
Confirmation Class 

7:30 PM  Shabbat Services 
 

 5 

NFTY - NVN 
Gesher Retreat (GFC)  
 

 6 
Shlep Sunday  

Gesher Retreat (GFC)  
NFTY - NVN 

Religious School  
9:00 AM  5th Grade Olive Press 
9:15 AM  Everything You Thought You 

Knew About Judaism (Sanctuary) 
10:30 AM  Brotherhood Meeting 

10:45 AM  Sisterhood Board Meeting 
(Library) 
 

 7 
 

 8 
7:00 PM  David Simon 

Presents Researching Your 
Jewish Geneology (Room 10 

- 11) 
 

 9 
12:00 PM  Senior Sisters 

(Library) 
5:30 PM  Hebrew III  

6:30 PM  Hebrew I (Room 8)  
6:30 PM  Hebrew II  
6:45 PM  Hebrew School 

 

 10  
7:00 PM  Mah Jongg 

 

 11  
Rachel Aaronson Bat 

Mitzvah (Sanctuary)  
Board Rep: Betsy Hoover  

7:30 PM  Shabbat Services 
 

 12  
Board Rep: Bruce 

Greenberg  
9:30 AM  Torah Study 

(Classroom 3) 
10:30 AM  Rachel Aaronson 
Bat Mitzvah (Sanctuary) 

 

 13  

Gesher LBJ Project  
Chanukah Celebration  
Religious School  

10:00 AM  Social Action Committee 
Meeting 

1:00 PM  Mid-Year Congregational Meeting 
(Sanctuary) 
6:30 PM  Sisterhood Chanukah Dinner 

 

 14  

 

 15  

 

 16  

5:30 PM  Hebrew III  
6:30 PM  Hebrew II  
6:30 PM  Hebrew I (Room 8)  

6:45 PM  Post Confirmation 
6:45 PM  Hebrew School 

 

 17  

6:30 PM  Executive Board 
Meeting (Library) 
7:00 PM  Mah Jongg 

7:30 PM  Board Meeting 
(Room 10 - 11) 

7:30 PM  Board Meeting 
(Room 10-11) 
 

 18  

Board Rep: Spencer 
Marmelstein  
6:30 PM  Shabbat Dinner 

(Room 10 - 11) 
7:30 PM  Open Dor Shabbat 

(Sanctuary) 
7:30 PM  Shabbat Services 
 

 19  

 

 20  

No Religious School -  Winter Break  
 

 21  

 

 22  

 

 23  

No Hebrew School -  
Winter Break  

5:30 PM  Hebrew III  

 24  

6:00 PM  TeSTY Chinese 
Dinner & Movie 

7:00 PM  Mah Jongg 
 

 25  

Christmas Day (Office 
Closed)  

Board Rep: Ed Stevelman  
7:30 PM  Shabbat Services 

 

 26  

 

 27  
No Religious School -  Winter Break  

 

 28  
 

 29  
 

 30  
No Hebrew School -  

Winter Break  
5:30 PM  Hebrew III  

 31  
7:00 PM  Mah Jongg 
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2 

 


