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5770 begins Friday evening, September 18, 2009. You should have
received your High Holiday packet in the mail. Call the Temple Office with
any questions.

PROSPECTIVE MEMBER OPEN HOUSE

Do you know someone looking to join a synagogue?
Would you like to help represent the Temple Sinai Family?

We're having an Open House Shabbat Service, 7:15pm, Friday,
September 11, and our regular Open House, 9:00 am, Sunday,
September 13

e Meet the Rabbi

e Learn about our award-winning religious school

e Find out about our services, our programming, and upcoming
events

Contact Spencer Marmelstein for more details.

DID YOU KNOW THAT . ..

September and Fall are the beginning of many things. Football season!
A new television season! A new season of theater both on Broadway and
locally. It's the beginning of school to enrich the minds of young and old.
And as shown by the column to the right, it's the start of a new year for
Temple Sinai which has a lot going on this month and the coming months.

It is also the opportunity for us to reflect on the past year, learn from our
mistakes, and commit to doing better for ourselves, for our fellow human
beings, and for Adonai. The Shofar Staff wish you and yours a healthy and
more prosperous new year and a wish for peace and the end of terror
around the world.

September 2009
13875 Brimhurst
Houston, TX 77077
(281) 496-5950
www.temple-sinai.org

Friday Night Service Schedule
Kabbalat Shabbat Singing
7:15PM
Shabbat Service 7:30 PM

September Special Events

Havurah Shabbat Dinner at Temple
6:15 pm, Friday, September 11

Prospective Member Shabbat Service,
7:15 pm, Friday, September 11,

Torah Study, 9:30 am, Saturday,
September 12

Shabbat Morning Service, 10:30 am,
Saturday, September 12

Religious School starts, 9:00 am,
Sunday, September 13

Prospective Member Open House, 9:00
am, Sunday, September 13

Brotherhood Blood Drive, 9:00 am,
Sunday, September 13

Erev Rosh Hashanah, Friday,
September 18

Rosh Hashanah, Saturday,
September 19

Kol Nidre, Sunday, September 27
Yom Kippur, Monday, September 28

October Special Events

Social Action Komen Race for the Cure,
Saturday, October 3

The Shofar Staff
Editor, Irv Berger
Design and Layout, Janet Clark
Collection and Distribution, Cindy Crump



Rabbi’s Message - Anne Belford

The past two months have been an incredible—if somewhat overwhelming!—experience for
me. While we are all busy at Temple Sinai getting ready for religious school, the High Holy
Days, new and exciting programming, adult education, social action, Open Houses, and on
and on, | have to admit that my favorite part of every day is when | am able to get to know
each of you. It seems that every day, someone new pops into our offices, and | get to meet

1 you and hear your story. | have been told of times of joy and times of challenge. | have been
told stories that make me cry and make me laugh. Sitting with you, getting to know you, has been a true blessing for me
in just the short amount of time | have been here.

During our conversations, many of you have asked me about why | decided to become a rabbi. Here is my answer, as |
wrote in my personal statement to the Temple Sinai Rabbi Search Committee:

| was called to the rabbinate during my junior year abroad in Israel. | spent my first summer in Israel on a kibbutz for my
Hebrew language intensive, and becoming immersed in Israeli and kibbutz culture was an incredible experience. As part
of the kibbutz experience, | was assigned work in the screw factory, where our day began at five in the morning and
ended at three in the afternoon. All day, day after day, | packaged screws. This was not the vision | had when | signed up
for the kibbutz, yet since | had no idea what | wanted to do with my life anyway. (I was waffling between being an interior
decorator or a wedding organizer.) | trudged to the factory each morning and packaged screws. For weeks | repeated the
same action until it became rote, and | soon found that it put me in a meditative state of mind.

Then one day, after leaving work at the screw factory, | was walking on a path of blooming eucalyptus trees. All of a
sudden, something came to me and said “You're going to be a rabbi.” | was not hearing voices, but instead had a sense
of deep knowing that came from outside and into my body, and that deep knowing told me | was going to be a rabbi. |
was so startled | literally stopped in my tracks. Nothing like this had ever happened to me before, yet | knew God was
calling to me. Sometime later, a few of my friends found me still frozen on that path by the blooming eucalyptus. They
asked, full of concern, “Annie, are you okay?” | looked up at them, and said, “I am going to be a rabbi.”

For me, that was it—one moment that literally changed the course of my life. While | have had times of doubt and
struggle on this path of the rabbinate, it has overwhelmingly been a path filled with opportunities for growth and blessings
beyond count. | am grateful every day for the work | “get” to do; | am grateful every day that | get to share it with all of
you. | hope that as the year continues, | am able to sit with each and every one of you, and listen to your story too. Give
me a call—I am here for you.

May your New Year be filled with sweetness and joy. Shanah Tova!

At our temple board meeting each month, we devote a small portion of time to get to know each other,
as | believe this will help us function better as a board. Rabbi Annie has encouraged me to use this
segment to focus on Jewish aspects, which makes perfect sense given our roles and the venue!

Last month our charge was this: “Say one word which reflects what Judaism means to you.”

The responses resulted in this rich collection of words - powerful words - which evoke deep and varied
thoughts and reactions:

FAMILY HEBREW  COVENANT ISRAEL
STRUGGLE PEACE TORAH RICHNESS
SPIRITUALITY GROWTH COMMUNITY YOUTH
TRADITION HERITAGE LIFESTYLE HISTORY
SERVICE



On reflection, it makes sense that the word we each chose provides insight into what binds us as individuals to Temple
Sinai. Further, it provides a lens through which we can get answers about what we really want from our connection to
Temple Sinai and, importantly what we can give back to this special community.

The word | put into the room was “Hebrew,” although many of the other words resonated strongly with me. My “Jewish
journey” includes a deep connection to the Labor Zionist movement as my father and grandfather worked full time in
Zionist organizations; a Hebrew Day School education from 1 -g" grades; and 2% years living in Israel (76-78) after
spending numerous summer vacations there. So, it's obvious that Hebrew was important. Secondarily, | love languages
in general and learning about the impact they have on how we express ourselves in the cultures in which we live (but
more about that subject on another day!!) .

So, how have | linked my passion about Hebrew to my experience at Temple Sinai? Over the last few years I've had the
opportunity to teach Hebrew through our adult education program. It was great to share my love for the language
(especially some of my favorite letters) and help others become more familiar with the ancient tongue. It has been
heartwarming to hear a student master a new word or recognize a new vowel symbol and to see, through the corner of my
eye, a student reading more expertly during Shabbat services. People who spoke with me about these teaching
experiences heard me say many times that this was “the best part of my week.” The break from the normal routine and
challenges of work and home, coupled with the demanding focus on a different subject, were at once, invigorating and
relaxing. Teaching Hebrew was, for me, a unique, gratifying and satisfying experience.

It's appropriate at the High Holidays to reflect on what Judaism means to you. You might start the exploration by looking
for one or two words, just as we did at the board. Then, go further to look for links between those words, your passions,

and your engagement in our Temple community. We owe it to ourselves to find those hidden gems to make our Judaism
richer for us as individuals and as a community.

At our temple board meeting each month, we devote a small portion of time to get to know each other, as | believe this will
help us function better as a board. Rabbi Annie has encouraged me to use this segment to focus on Jewish aspects,
which makes perfect sense given our roles and the venue! Last month our charge was this: “Say one word which reflects
what Judaism means to you.” The responses resulted in this rich collection of words - powerful words - which evoke deep
and varied thoughts and reactions:

Shanah Tova!

Ritual — Betsy Hoover

Our congregation loves music and singing. We are now requesting donations to help offset the cost of
providing the musical accompaniment during High Holy Day services and Shabbat services. Please
forward your donations, payable to Temple Sinai, with direction to apply the donation to cover cantorial
and music accompaniment. Help us ensure that we always have the joyous music we love at our
services!!

The committee has begun work to make our High Holy Days services inspiring and fulfilling as our hearts and souls
become renewed. Many of you have been receiving telephone calls requesting your participation in services as we
approach the Days of Awe. We hope our services, led by Rabbi Annie Belford and Steve Dropkin, cantorial soloist, are
comforting and memorable. There will be a few changes this year we hope you will appreciate.

Shabbat Services on Saturday morning have begun! We will be holding Saturday morning services throughout the year
on the second Saturday of the month. Rabbi Annie has initiated a Torah Study at 9:30 a.m. prior to the Saturday Shabbat
service. Those of us who attended the August Torah Study and Shabbat Service were inspired and delighted with the
level of discussion. Our next Second Saturday Shabbat morning Torah study and Shabbat service will be September 12,
2009.



Religious School News -
Rina Mesarwi and Pam Shaffer

As we are preparing for the new school year, we realize the role of the parents in helping us to
create the Roach- Spirituality among all of our students. Students with active parents are motivated
to have a regular attendance. When parents are engaged in family study, they set the tone for their
children to do the same. We at Temple Sinai are able to provide many opportunities for all who
want to teach their children the strength of Judaism. The school has several activities during the year which parents are
welcome and needed to join. Whether Breakfast With the Rabbi, Holidays' celebration, Consecration, Confirmation,
Graduation, Educational workshops, Guest Speakers, Scholars--all of these are only a few of what we do at Temple Sinai
to help parents to be involved with temple's life.

The school is always in need of classroom volunteers to help with any of our events. By doing so, a parent might be able
to work with his child to promote an idea or a project. Please get in touch with Rina Mesarwi if you would like to help us
make our school the best one possible.

In the coming year you will see new teachers in the school. We are very fortunate to always find great Jewish teachers
who provide our students with a great education.

The first day of school is on September 13, 2009. We will NOT have a snack bar open during the month of September,
and look forward to receiving help from volunteer parents so we can continue to have fresh bagels each Sunday morning.

You will receive a phone call from your child's teacher before September 13. You may ask the teacher any question and
provide her with information to help identify your child's needs.

Shanah Tova to you and your family!

Adult Education — Diane Statham \\
(Check the Adult Education page on the web site for updates and links to related sites!)

Besides offering Hebrew | and Hebrew Il on Wednesday nights from 6:30 to 7:30 pm. and

Hebrew Il on Wednesday nights from 5:30 to 6:30 pm, the Adult Education calendar is filled with

events that will make you want to mark your calendars as well

Tuesday, October 20, 7 to 9 p.m. — Dr. Sidney Berger of the University of Houston Drama Dept. will regale us with tales
of the Yiddish theater

Tuesday, December 15, 7 to 9 p.m. - David Simon will discuss Jewish Genealogy

Tuesday, February 2 and February 9, 7 to 9 p.m. - Rabbi Seymour Rossel will lecture on Jewish Mysticism/Spirituality
Sunday, January 17, 9am-3pm - Keith Rosen will guide us on a Jewish Tour of Houston

Tuesdays, March 2, 9, 16, 23, 7 to 8:30 p.m. - Susan Ganc will lead us in a Nokh A Bisl Yiddish

Sundays, April 4 and May 2 - Rabbi Stuart Federow of Congregation Shaar HaShalom will talk to us about Jewish Law
of Shopping at a Mall and The Absolute Necessity of Missionizing Judaism to the World

On selected Sunday mornings throughout the year at 9:15am, Rabbi Annie will discuss her series on Everything You
Thought You Knew About Judaism But Forgot — Or Never Knew in the First Place! —

October 25, How Jews Pray

December 6 - December Dilemma

April 11 - Jewish Views on Death and Dying

And on the second Saturday of the month to coincide with services, Torah study will be led by Rabbi Annie

Temple Sinai welcomes Yom Limmud Scholar-in-Residence Ami Pedahzur on Friday, February 12 and Saturday,
February 13, to coordinate with Yom Limmud on Sunday, February 14


http://www.temple-sinai.org/drupal/adult-education

From

The JCC BookiF&€omes WestHold the Date !!! EVERY END
On November 11, Temple Sinai, Congregation Or Ami;\Me§t, i
Ma-Arav Hadassah and NC3West Houston Evening Branch will host a book
fair event. Held at Temple Sinai, we will meet Steven Roberts and hear about
his new bak, From Every End of this Earth

Hold the Date and stay tuned for more information.

STEVEN V. ROBERTS

Sisterhood — Eva Marmelstein

Calling all Sisterhood members!!

Did you know that any woman who is a member automatically enrolls her daughter under the age of 12 to become a Mad
Hatter with the Sisterhood? They will have mini meetings and help out in the way they are most comfortable. For more
details please contact Eva.

Senior Sisters

Senior Sisters will meet on Wednesday, September 9, at noon in the library of Temple Sinai. Bring your brown bag lunch
and Nancy Berlat, hostess, will provide dessert. We hope Rabbi Annie Belford will join us. Call Estelle Weissburg for
more information. All are welcome to come

Invitations

If you have a Special Simcha coming up, we have the latest books available.

In addition to our wedding books, Bar and Bat Mitzvah books, and “Save the Date” books, we now
have new books which include wedding and baby showers, baby announcements, and parties. Call
Marla Lantz, the Sisterhood Invitations Sales Representative.

Havurah

"ONE STOP SHABBAT "

Is timing your Dinner & Services overwhelming? Me too!
- Everyone welcome -
Friday, Sept. 11, 2009 * 6:15 p.m.

Chicken Cacciatore * Vegetable Cacciatore
Noodles * Tossed Salad * Garlic Bread

Tea * Water
Adults $10 Kids $7 (10 & under)
PRE - PAID RESERVATIONS ONLY * NO WALK -INS

checks made to Temple Sinai received by Sat. Sept. 5, 2009

Lori Boin* 281 -496 -5950 * Click to Email
Havurah Committee
catered by Sheila Anderson



mailto:admin@temple-sinai.org?subject=Dining%20Havurah%20-%20

*zz
Brotherhood - Marc Boin
.-3;—? )

Sure hope everyone has had a nice, relaxing and invigorating summer. As school resumes and summer vacations
become a pleasant memory, here's looking forward to another exciting year for the Brotherhood.

e On July 25th, a small group of our congregants got together to watch the Dynamo play professional soccer at
Robertson stadium. Although there was only one goal scored during the game (and unfortunately it was
scored by the other team), the game was still a lot of fun and quite action-packed. All attending had a great
time.

e The Brotherhood will be selling the 2010 Houston Entertainment Book as a fundraiser again this year. The
books remain an incredible bargain at only $20 each, and are literally filled with thousand$ of savings.
Attached to the cover of each book is an added bonus of discount cards for some of Houston's more popular
restaurants. Bruce Greenberg will be heading up the project this year, and books will be available from most
Brotherhood members in a few short weeks. Get 'em while they're hot!

e Mark your calendars now for the Art Auction which the Brotherhood will be sponsoring at the Temple on
October 17th. Marlin Art will be arriving from New York with a wide variety of artwork of all shapes and sizes,
as well as in all price ranges. The pieces will range from famous artists to Judaica to animation cells to sports
memorabilia to everything in-between. Refreshments and wine will be served. Friends, relatives, and guests
will be more than welcome. This will be an event you won't want to miss! See below.

o We will be hosting the first of our quarterly Blood Drives on Sunday, September 13th. Now that school is
back in session and people are returning from their vacations, the demand for blood is increasing
dramatically. Please give so that others may live.

e The Brotherhood will also be holding its first official meeting of the year on Sunday, September 13th, at
10:30 in the Temple Library. Plans for the entire year will be discussed, as well as our slate of officers and
our organization. Many men in our congregation have expressed a desire to get more involved in activities
surrounding our synagogue. Here is your chance to attend a meeting and to find out what the Temple Sinai
Brotherhood is all about - a group of guys dedicated to helping our synagogue and ourselves, and having a
lot of fun in the process. Hope to see you there!

ART AUCTION

Saturday, October 17, 2009
Preview at 7:00pm Bidding at 8:00pm
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Admission $12
Make your check payable to Temple Sinai Brotherhood

And send to cindy in the office




Membership - Spencer Marmelstein

Welcome to our newest members, the Tourloukis and Train families.

Prospective Member Open Houses are planned
Friday September 11' 7:15pm, during Services
Sunday September 13 9am-12 noon

Tell your friends; help greet prospective members.

The membership committee is always seeking new members or ideas to make us successful. Feel free to Email Spencer.

Fundraising - Suzanne Crawford
SCRIPT CARDS

Script Cards are gift certificates that are used just like cash. Scrip cards are available from most national
and local retailers where your family probably already shops to purchase everyday expenses like food,
clothing, and other essentials.

Why should you buy and use script cards purchased from Temple Sinai? With every purchase, script
cards earn revenue for Temple Sinai ranging from 2% to 15% of the value on the card... at no additional
expense to you!

How do you get your script card from Temple Sinai? Call Cindy Crump at 281-496-5950 and she will place an order
from the grocery stores, department stores, and other retailers you request. Cindy generally places a script card order
every month, but this time frame can be increased to meet your needs.

Y T "IN Jvu FUI s,

We gratefully acknowledge these generous qifts.

Shalom From Sinai

In memory of Russell Lewis from the Crawford Family

In memory of Harvey Rich’s mother, Lorraine Rich, from the Crawford Family

In memory of Jean Burg’s uncle, Paul Ross, from the Crawford Family

Inhonoroflrv & Susan B eaot'@ammvérsary, from Susan Markowitz and Karen Greenspan
InhonorofRoger & | ri s30‘%mverma/,ﬁr0n58usan Markowitz

Todd Levin Endowment Fund

In memory of my cousin Shelly Rosenbaum from the Levin Family

In memory of Russell Lewis from the Levin Family

In memory of Lorraine Rich from the Levin Family

In memory of Susan Berger’s mother, Julia Cohen, from the Levin Family

In honor of Jill Gentsch and Jean Burg for their fabulous cooking from the Levin Family
In honor of Tim Clark’s good health from the Levin Family
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HONORABLE OMENSCHOENGS

I n this space we recogni ze t he Omensche
members during the past month. If we inadvertently missedgamnermothdr 6, | et u

From Betsy Hoover to the Transition Committee, Brotherhood, Sisterhood, and Ritual Committee for their enthusiastic
participation in Rabbi Annie’s Welcome Picnic

Thank you from Sisterhood
Sisterhood would like to thank Marla Hansel for all her work done on the kick off
Sisterhood would like to send a very special thanks to all women who are supporting Sisterhood with their membership

dues. Your dues make it possible for Sisterhood to continue to help out. If you are interested in finding out more where
you dues are hard at work, please contract Eva for further details.

Ihank vou from Adult Education

The Adult Ed Committee thanks David Simon for spearheading the committee to bring a Jewish Book and Arts fair event
to west Houston at Temple Sinai; Rina Mesawri for her efforts in bringing our Scholar-in-Residence, Ami Pedazhur, to
Temple Sinai in conjunction with Yom Limmud; and, of course, Rabbi Annie for serving as a sounding board and advisor
in putting together the adult ed agenda for the coming year. More information will follow as arrangements for these events
are finalized.

Remember if you have a special occapiqn ptease conguberssringn Oneg
Shabbat. Call Cindy in the office for more information.



Calendar

September 2009
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
30 31 1 2 3 4 5
Board Rep: Spencer NFTY Summer Kallah
Marmelstein
NFTY Summer Kallah
7:30 PM Shabbat
Services
6 7 8 9 10 11 12
No Religious School Office Closed - Labor Board Rep: Diane Adler | Board Rep: Diane
(Labor Day Weekend) Day 6:30 PM Havurah Statham
NFTY Summer Kallah NETY Summer Kallah Sponsored Shabbat 9:30 AM Torah Study
Dinner (Room 10 - 11) (Classroom 3)
7:30 PM Shabbat 10:30 AM Shabbat
Services Morning Service
(Sanctuary)
6:00 PM TeSTY Pool
Party (Place TBD)
13 14 15 16 17 18 19
Religious School 7:30 PM Board Meeting 6:30 PM Hebrew | (Room 7:30 PM Shabbat 9:00 AM Rosh Hashanah
9:00 AM Blood Drive; (Room 10-11) 8) Services Family Service
Membership Open 6:30 PM Hebrew I 8:00 PM Erev Rosh (Sanctuary)
House; 4th Grade Shofar (Classroom 6) Hashanah (Sanctuary) 10:30 AM Rosh
Factory 6:45 PM Hebrew School 9:30 PM Sisterhood Hashanah (Sanctuary)
10:30 AM Brotherhood Sponsored Oneg
Board Meeting (Library)
20 21 22 23 24 25 26
Gesher Gardening 6:30 PM Confirmation Board Rep: Betsy
Rosh Hashanah Treats Dinner with Rabbi; Hoover
Religious School Hebrew Il (Classroom 6); 7:30 PM Shabbat
12:30 PM Education Hebrew | (Room 8) Services
Committee Meeting 6:45 PM Post
(Library) Confirmation (Room 10-
11); Hebrew School
27 28 29 30 1 2 3

8:00 PM Kol Nidre
(Sanctuary)

10:30 AM Yom Kippur
3:00 PM Family Service
4:15 PM Afternoon,
Memorial & Concluding
Services (All services in
Sanctuary)

6:30 PM Sisterhood
Sponsored Break The
Fast

6:30 PM Hebrew | (Room
8); Hebrew Il (Classroom
6)

6:45 PM Hebrew School
7:00 PM Brotherhood
Sukkah Building
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