
  

 

 

 
  
  
  
  

TTrraannssiittiioonn 

   
As we have bid a fond farewell to Rabbi Barry Diamond and his wife Sandi 
and given a Texas-sized welcome to Rabbi Annie Belford, her husband 
Rabbi Ari Vernon and their children, the Rabbi Transition Committee has 
been hard at work.  Some of the subcommittees have completed their work 
and others are just beginning.  Some of the subcommittees toiled behind 
the scenes and some were visible to the whole congregation. The 
Honorable Menschens section has been expanded to acknowledge all of 
those who helped. 
 
Efforts are ongoing for the following subcommittees and it is never too late 
to join in the fun.  Please contact Ellen Neuwirth-Hirsch if you would like to 
help out with one of the following: 
 

• Social – a subcommittee organizing small group parties and 
socials to help Rabbi Belford meet the entire congregation 

• Installation – organizing Rabbi Belford’s formal installation as our 
rabbi scheduled for November 

• External Community – to help introduce Rabbi Belford to the many 
Jewish and non-Jewish organizations and religious 
institutions in our community 

 
Thanks to all for your hard work! 
 

PPRROOSSPPEECCTTIIVVEE  MMEEMMBBEERR  OOPPEENN  HHOOUUSSEE  
 
Do you know someone looking to join a synagogue? 
Would you like to help represent the Temple Sinai Family? 
 
We’re having an Open House, 10:00 am, Sunday, August 30 

• Meet the Rabbi 
• Learn about our award-winning religious school 
• Find out about our services, our programming, and upcoming 

events 
 
Contact Spencer Marmelstein for more details. 
 
 

DDIIDD  YYOOUU  KKNNOOWW  TTHHAATT  ..  ..  ..  
Although we pride ourselves on being the warm, friendly, Reform 
Congregation in West Houston, our membership extends beyond Houston 
and Katy into such cities south to Sugar Land, Richmond, and Rosenberg, 
and north to Cypress, Hempstead, and Spring? 
 

August  2009 

13875 Brimhurst    

Houston, TX     77077  

(281)  496-5950       

www.temple-sinai.org 

 

Friday Night Service Schedule 
Kabbalat Shabbat Singing 

 7:15 PM 

Shabbat Service 7:30 PM 
 

August Special Events 
 

Prospective Member Open House. 

10:00am, Sunday, August 30 

 

September Special Events 
 

Shabbat Morning Service, 10:30am, 

Saturday, September 12 

 

Religious School starts, 9:00am, Sunday, 

September 13 

 

Prospective Member Open House, 

Sunday, 10:00am, September 13 

 

Erev Rosh Hashanah, Friday, 

September 18 

Rosh Hashanah, Saturday,  

September 19 

 

Kol Nidre, Sunday, September 27 

Yom Kippur, Monday,  September 28 

 

October Special Events 
 

Religious School Consecration Service, 

7:30pm, Friday, October 9 

 

Shabbat Morning Service, 10:30am,  

Saturday, October 10 

 

Brotherhood Art Auction, Saturday, , 

October 17 

 
Read the sections below for more  
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Rabbi’s Message – Anne Belford 

God’s Work 
 
Synagogues, if you ask me, are the heart and soul of Jewish life in America.  Nowhere is this 
more true than at Temple Sinai.  I have only been here for a short time, but I cannot tell you 
how joyful I feel whenever I walk into this building.  I have been overwhelmed and deeply 
touched by the hard work of so many people to not only bring me and my family to Houston, 
but to ensure that we feel welcomed and embraced.  In a short time, I have seen people 

working in 100 degree weather to prepare Shabbat dinner; I have seen congregants rush to set up additional chairs for 
additional guests; I have seen people offer hands and hearts and smiles not only to me but to each other.  I have no doubt 
that Temple Sinai is a place of deep holiness and powerful connection.   
 
I wanted to come to Temple Sinai because I knew it was a place of deep commitment and action.  I was impressed by the 
teens’ commitment to continuing their education past Bar/Bat Mitzvah; by the nurturing of the youngest pre-schoolers’ 
Jewish education; by the efforts of the Caring Committee to ensure that nobody falls through the cracks during times of 
need; and most especially, by the warmth and inclusivity that is central to who we are, and that can be felt the moment 
you walk in the door.  Our new website proudly and aptly proclaims: Temple Sinai is the “warm, friendly Reform Jewish 
Congregation in West Houston.”  What a perfect statement of who we are!   
 
However, being warm and friendly is not just a nice buzz line; it is a reflection of our commitment to our faith and our 
values.  Smiling and greeting a stranger on Shabbat; saying a word of support to someone in need; even setting up chairs 
for additional members – these are all holy acts!  This is all God’s work!   
 
The great Chasidic teacher, the Baal Shem Tov, said, “No two people have the same abilities.  You, like all others, must 
do God’s work according to your own talents.”  Temple Sinai is a place that honors and values each person’s unique 
talents; indeed, it is a place where our unique talents are transformed and elevated and dedicated to doing God’s work.  
As the weeks and months unfold, I am so looking forward to learning about your unique talents and abilities.  I want to get 
to know you; I want to hear about your life and your hopes and your fears; I want to join hands during times of celebration 
and times of need.  For now, I thank you all for asking me to be a part of your community, to be your rabbi.  
 
 Let the work begin. 
   

President’s  Message – Emily Deakins. 
   A Community of Respect  
What do women in red t-shirts and cowboy boots, a group of runners, Karen Westall & Emily 
Deakins, and Superman all have in common ?? 
 
There we were, all together, on June 2, 2009, in the chambers of the Houston City Council awaiting the start of the public 
session and recognition by the Council and Mayor Bill White.  It turns out that the women in red were all members of a 16-
year old organization who have played a key role in raising scholarship funds for children associated with rodeo activities.  
The runners were promoting a greater focus on running and health in Houston.  And, Karen and I were representing 
Temple Sinai as a Community of Respect partner organization.     
 
The Community of Respect (CoR) program, based on the Anti Defamation League’s successful No Place For Hate® 
school-based initiative, provides the opportunity for organizations to be recognized as champions of respect and diversity.  
To qualify, organizations sign a Resolution of Respect and engage in at least three activities which demonstrate 
appreciation of diversity in the community.  Our Temple Board was enthusiastic about our participation in the program as 
it supports the Jewish values of kavod (respect) and inclusion, so central to the Temple Sinai community.  We fulfilled the 
program’s requirements with many activities, including: 
 

• Congregants participating in an Interfaith Women’s Seder at Christ Church Cathedral 
• Hosting of the Pines Presbyterian Church confirmation class for Shabbat services   
• “Confronting Anti-Semitism” class for our post confirmation students 
• Our continued involvement with the Westside Homeless Partnership and their holiday party.    WHP is a non-profit 

organization that provides assistance to families on the verge of homelessness.  We are the only Jewish 
organization involved at the annual party.  In addition to providing gifts to a needy family, we educate the WHP 
families about Hanukkah with stories, art activities and games related to Hanukkah.      

 



With nearly 100 CoR partner organizations represented, Mayor Bill White and members of the council gave a wonderful 
salute to the work of the ADL and the CoR partner organizations.  Almost every council member spoke to commend the 
efforts of the participating organizations.  Lastly, the Mayor declared the date “Community of Respect Day” in Houston.  
Our certificate, signed by the Mayor is posted in our lobby area.  
 
It was wonderful to represent Temple Sinai at this event and I am so proud that we were among the first organizations in 
Houston to join this effort.  We have taken a big step forward in actively demonstrating our care for the people around us 
and our genuine interest in valuing and understanding differences.   We are already engaged in activities which will help 
us qualify for the 2009 CoR designation.  I look forward to continuing this new tradition with you. 
 
By now, you must be asking “Hey, what about Superman?”  Well, he said nothing, just sat in awe of all the honorees in 
the room that day.    

 

SinaiVision/Long Range Planning – Maria Korn-Michael     
 
Last year's Long Range Planning committee developed SinaiVision - Temple Sinai's five-
year strategic plan.  Since the completion of SinaiVision, the new board of trustees, 
including Brotherhood and Sisterhood presidents, have been working diligently to establish 
goals, develop measures of success, and prepare detailed action plans to achieve those 
goals for 2009 - 2010 .  The intent is for this year's goals to closely align with the strategy captured in SinaiVision.   
 
Long Range Planning will be reviewing these "Progressing SinaiVision" plans and integrating them into one 
comprehensive document.  Synergy among the various committees is a priority so that each committee can work closely 
with other committees where it makes logical sense to do so.  Another priority will be to carefully channel the Temple's 
resources in such a way as to maximize attendance at the various programs, events and activities that are offered and 
avoid duplication of effort.   The final integrated "Progressing SinaiVision" document will be published in a future edition of 
the Shofar. 
 
A vital part of Long Range Planning includes ensuring the ongoing viability and sustainability of the Temple Sinai 
community, particularly from a financial standpoint.  Debbie Simon is chairing the 2009 - 2010 Capital Campaign with the 
support of a large group of volunteers to assist in this critical effort.  Stay tuned for more information about the campaign 
in the months ahead 
 
 
 

Ritual – Betsy Hoover 
 
A sad farewell was made at the end of June as Rabbi Barry Diamond left his temporary position as our 
Interim Rabbi. He is much loved by our congregation and we will not forget his beautiful musical gifts to 
our congregation as he led Shabbat Services and many Bar/Bat Mitzvahs through the year. 
 
The Ritual Committee hopes you have all attended services led by our new rabbi- Anne Belford (Rabbi Annie). She brings 
a fresh new light to our congregation as a loving and kind spiritual leader.  
 
We have begun our planning strategies for the High Holy Days with Rabbi Annie’s guidance and will provide more 
information when it is ready. 
 
Hosting an Oneg Shabbat (dessert reception) following a Friday evening service is a great 

way to celebrate that special milestone or occasion or to honor or remember a loved one. 

For more information, please call Cindy in the Temple Office. 
 

Religious School News – 
 Rina Mesarwi and Pam Shaffer       
 
Temple Sinai Religious School is working on starting a new year with some new and some old fun and interesting ideas.  
Rabbi Annie Belford and Fiona Schicker are here to help us with the B’nai Mitzvah program.  Rabbi Annie works with the 
students every Sunday and will help the students with their Torah and Haftorah portions.  Fiona works with the students 
on Wednesday with help from Lori Neuwirth-Hirsch on Sunday. 
 

 



Our Gesher students continue to beautify Temple’s grounds.  They meet during the summer to care for and water the 
garden they planted last year.  
 
We are working on the schedule for Post Confirmation with interesting topics.          
 
We appreciate your sending your children’s school registration forms as soon as you can. In doing so you help us better 
plan for next year.  Please make sure that all forms are filled so we have accurate information.  A school calendar will be 
sent to you by e-mail and you will receive a phone call from your child’s teacher early in September.  First day of school is 
September 13, 2009.  
 

Adult Education – Diane Statham 

 
Planning for Adult Education has commenced. I would like to offer a course in Yiddish Theatre/Jews in the 
Media on a Wednesday in October, as well as Jewish Mysticism/Spirituality with Rabbi Seymour Rossel about 
January or February 2010.  I hope to offer a Jewish Historic Tour of Houston in December with Keith Rosen. We will 
continue adult Hebrew I, II, and III.  I am working to  make arrangements for courses in Jewish Genealogy and a 
continuation of Yiddish language instruction.  NCJW is the focal point for a west Houston program with Sisterhood and 
Hadassah sometime in March 2010. Planning will coalesce by our New Member Open House in late August.    
 
Please let me know if you have any special interests.  I value your input.  I want to make Adult Education at Temple Sinai 
worthwhile to you. 
 
 
 
 

Sisterhood – Eva Marmelstein 

 
Sisterhood will be having their annual membership kick off in August. Membership information will be hitting homes the 
2nd week of August. Be on the Lookout!   
 
We are looking for support in anyway you can give for the High Holy Days. Please contact Eva Marmelstein for sign up.  
 
Without you we are one woman short!  

 

Invitations 
 
If you have a Special Simcha coming up, we have the latest books available. 
In addition to our wedding books, Bar and Bat Mitzvah books, and “Save the Date” books, we now 
have new books which include wedding and baby showers, baby announcements, and parties. Call 
Marla Lantz, the Sisterhood Invitations Sales Representative. 
 

Brotherhood – Marc Boin 

• The Brotherhood prepared a Spaghetti Dinner for Rabbi Diamond's Farewell Party on 
June 20th.  Well over 120 people were served a fabulous meal.  In addition, an Honorable Mention goes out to 
the Houston Fire Department for their rapid response to our oversensitive smoke detector.  

• Two weeks later, on July 5th, we prepared Hamburgers and Hot Dogs for Rabbi Belford's Welcome Party.  Over 
200 meals were cooked in "record" time.   

 

 

 
 
 

 

IITT’’SS  BBAACCKK!!  
 

BROTHERHOOD ART AUCTION 

From the Marlin House of Art 

Saturday, October 17 
 

More details to come. 



Membership – Spencer Marmelstein 

 
PPrroossppeeccttiivvee  MMeemmbbeerr  OOppeenn  HHoouusseess  AArree  PPllaannnneedd  

Sunday August 30, 10 am – 1 pm 

Sunday September 13,   9 am – noon 

Tell your friends; help greet prospective members 

 

Youth Group – Sean Schicker 
 
It is time to register for Summer Kallah, September 4-7 2009, at Greene Family Camp.  The registration process has 
changed from previous years. Now you will register online at http://www.nfty.org/tor/.  All registration must be complete by 
August 20..  Please contact Andrew Rochman for the login and password  for registration.  You also need to have Andrew 
sign your health forms before you mail them to the NFTY office in New York.    
 
 

Fundraising – Suzanne Crawford 

SCRIPT CARDS 

 

 

Script Cards are g ift certificates  that are used just like cash. Scrip cards are available from most national and local 
retailers where your family probably already shops to purchase everyday expenses like food, clothing, and other 
essentials.   

Why should you buy and use script cards purchased f rom Temple Sinai?   With every purchase, script cards earn 
revenue for Temple Sinai ranging from 2% to 15% of the value on the card… at no additional expense to you! 
 
How do you get your script card from Temple Sinai? Call Cindy Crump at 281-496-5950 and she will place an order 
from the grocery stores, department stores, and other retailers you request.  Cindy generally places a script card order 
every month, but this time frame can be increased to meet your needs. 

 
 
 
 

 

 

We gratefully acknowledge these generous gifts. 
 
 

Shalom From Sinai 
Mazel Tov to Mindy Markowitz on her Cardiology Fellowship, from Susan Markowitz 
In memory of Harvey Rich’s mother, Lorraine Rich, from Susan & Irv Berger, Marla & Bill Lantz, Sherry & Ron Grabois, 
Betsy and Sam Hoover, and Karen Greenspan 
Thank you, Sisterhood, for your generous donation 

 
Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund 



 
In honor of Rabbi Diamond from Sandra Rushworth and Betty Sichel 
In honor of Rabbi Diamond for the blessing of our home from the Boin Family 
In memory of Harvey Rich’s mother, Lorraine Rich, from Norma Belkin 
In memory of Russell Lewis from Norma Belkin 
In memory of Jean Burg’s uncle, Paul Ross, from Norma Belkin 
Thank you, Sisterhood, for your generous donation 
 

Ruth Lax Mitchell Scholarship Fund 
In memory of Harvey Rich’s mother, Lorraine Rich, from Betty & Gil Sichel 
 
 

HONORABLE “MENSCH”EN’SHONORABLE “MENSCH”EN’SHONORABLE “MENSCH”EN’SHONORABLE “MENSCH”EN’S    
    
In this space we will recognize  the  “mensches” who have performed some mitzvah for the synagogue or onIn this space we will recognize  the  “mensches” who have performed some mitzvah for the synagogue or onIn this space we will recognize  the  “mensches” who have performed some mitzvah for the synagogue or onIn this space we will recognize  the  “mensches” who have performed some mitzvah for the synagogue or one e e e 
of its members during the past month. If we inadvertently missed you or another “mensch”, let us know! of its members during the past month. If we inadvertently missed you or another “mensch”, let us know! of its members during the past month. If we inadvertently missed you or another “mensch”, let us know! of its members during the past month. If we inadvertently missed you or another “mensch”, let us know!     
    
From Betsy Hoover to the Transition Committee, Brotherhood, Sisterhood, and Ritual Committee for their enthusiastic 
participation in Rabbi Annie’s Welcome Picnic 
    
Thank you from Sisterhood to:  
Karen Greenspan -for her wisdom and knowledge of the Sisterhood, taking the time to compose our new Sisterhood 
introduction on the Temple website.  
 
Cheryl Gerber -for her gift of laughter and a swift hand at the computer to create a new pamphlet for the Sisterhood. 
 
Diane Adler -for stepping up to help Sisterhood on our board as Treasurer. 
 
Iris Rochman -for always being an e-mail away when I have questions.   

 

 
Thank you from Brotherhood:  
 
For Rabbi Diamond’s Farewell Dinner—to Tommy Westall for his expertise in the kitchen; Barry Hertz, Ralph Gardner, 
and David Whipple for serving the food, and Spencer Marmelstein for coordinating the Spaghetti Sauce by his cook, Matt 
Dezallia.   

 
For Rabbi Annie’s Welcome Dinner—to Michael Burg, Tommy Westall, Barry Hertz, and Marc Boin for battling the hot 
sun, the frozen meat, and the lack of beer. 
 
From Ellen Neuwirth-Hirsch and the Rabbi Transition  Committee: 
 
Thank you to following volunteers who have helped to ensure a smooth transition from Rabbi Diamond to Rabbi Belford to 
date: 
 
The Rabbi Diamond Farewell Celebration Subcommittee who threw a havdalah service and dinner party complete with a 
comedic roast and a PowerPoint presentation (of course!): 

• Chair AnnDee Wood, Betsy Hoover, Carol Levin, Carolsue & Jim Ciaverelli, Diane Statham, Joanne Canter 
Chaskin, Larry Schwarz, Judy Bluestein-Levin,  Karen Greenspan 

• Our roasters Michael Burg, Diane Statham, Marc Boin, Harvey Merfish and Rina Mesarwi 
• Our PowerPoint creative team Thea Goldin and Margot Sechler with help from Emily Deakins, Karen Westall and 

Nancy Reingold 
• Havdalah candle holder Madison Marmelstein (complete with dripping candle wax)  
• Michael Brandt for offering a very special blessing to Rabbi Barry and Sandi 
• Photographer Howard Neuwirth-Hirsch  
• All those of you who pitched in to set up and clean up or who brought food to share, 
• Food servers Barry Hertz, Ralph Gardner, and David Whipple  



• Spencer Marmelstein for providing the spaghetti sauce 
• Tommy Westall for cooking the spaghetti 
• Paul Wood for making enough lasagna from scratch to feed the entire congregation 

 
The Big Move Subcommittee who helped Rabbi Belford and her family with all of the logistics of house hunting and 
moving here from St. Louis: 
Chair David Simon, Carolsue & Jim Ciaverelli, Diane Adler, Donna Baum, Lori Boin, and Nancy Reingold 
 
The Keep in Touch Subcommittee who sent Rabbi Belford notes, packages and information while she was still in St. 
Louis:  Chair Margot Sechler, Carol Levin, Carolsue & Jim Ciaverelli, Iris Rochman, Norma Belkin, and Susan Markowitz 
 
The Houston Resources Subcommittee who created a massive notebook filled with handy information for Rabbi Belford 
and her family to help ease the way into our city:  Chair Adrienne Weber, Barbara Shepard, David Whipple, Erica 
Schwam, Lisa Whipple, Lori Neuwirth-Hirsch, Norma Belkin, and the Schicker family 
 
The Ritual Committee, Brotherhood, Sisterhood, and the Transition Committee for holding a 4th of July cookout and 
celebration for Rabbi Belford’s first service: Betsy Hoover, Roger Rochman, Karen Greenspan, Diane Adler, Marla 
Hansel, Linda & Chad Farber and family, Michael Burg, Tommy Westall, Barry Hertz, Marc Boin, Jason Levin, Robin 
Converse, Emily Deakins, Cheryl Landis-Gerber, Susan Hertz, Norma Belkin, Jean & Ali Burg, Lori Neuwirth-Hirsch, 
Carolsue & Jim Ciaverelli, David Simon, Howard Neuwirth-Hirsch, Lori Boin, Karen Westall, and Iris Rochman  
 
An especially big thank you to our current president, Emily Deakins, and our past president, Karen Westall, for dedicating 
an immense amount of time and for helping in ways large and small to make the transition a success. 
 
If you helped out and your name was left off this list, please accept my apologies and know that the mistake was entirely 
mine; your efforts are always appreciated. 



August 2009 
 

Sunday  Monday  Tuesday  Wednesday  Thursday  Friday  Saturday  
26 
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28 

 
29 

 
30 

 
31 

 
 1 

 

 2 
 

 3 
 

 4 
 

 5 
6:00 PM B’nai 
Mitzvah Summer 
Hebrew 

 6 
 

 7 
9:30 AM Ritual 
Committee Mtg. 
Board Rep: Emily 
Deakins 
7:30 PM Shabbat 
Services 
 

 8 
 

 9 
9:00 AM Ritual Mtg 
(Classroom 10-11) 
10:30 AM  
Sisterhood Bd Mtg 
10:30 AM  
Brotherhood Bd Mtg 
 

 10 
 

 11 
 

 12 
6:00 PM B’nai 
Mitzvah Summer 
Hebrew 

 13 
 

 14 
Board Rep: Iris 
Rochman 
7:30 PM Shabbat 
Services 
 

 15 
 

 16 
 

 17 
 

 18 
 

 19 
6:00 PM B’nai 
Mitzvah Summer 
Hebrew 

 20 
7:30 PM Board 
Meeting (Rm 10-11) 
 

 21 
Board Rep: Maria 
Korn-Michael 
7:30 PM Shabbat 
Services 
 

 22 
 

 23 
9:30 AM  Teacher 
In-Service 
 

 24 
 

 25 
 

 26 
6:00 PM B’nai 
Mitzvah Summer 
Hebrew 

 27 
5:30 PM RS Night 
Of Learning (JCC 
Main) 
 

 28 
Board Rep: Eva 
Marmelstein 
7:30 PM Shabbat 
Services 
 

 29 
 

 30 
10:00 AM  
Membership Open 
House 
 

 31 
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