
  

 

 

 
  

  
  
  

HHaappppyy  TTrraaiillss  ttoo  YYoouu 

   

AAss  tthhee  ssuummmmeerr  ssuunn  ssiinnkkss  iinnttoo  tthhee  

ssuunnsseett,,  TTeemmppllee  SSiinnaaii  ssaayyss  SShhaalloomm    

((ssoo  lloonngg))  ttoo  RRaabbbbii  BBaarrrryy  DDiiaammoonndd.. 

  
JJooiinn  iinn  tthhee  ffeessttiivviittiieess  ffoorr  RRaabbbbii  DDiiaammoonndd’’ss  ffaarreewweellll  

oonn  SSaattuurrddaayy,,  JJuunnee  2200..    LLooookk  ffoorr  tthhee  aannnnoouunncceemmeenntt    

oonn  tthhee  ffoolllloowwiinngg  ppaaggee..    
 

AAnndd  aa  BBiigg  HHoouussttoonn   
HHoowwddyy  ttoo  

RRaabbbbii  AAnnnniiee  BBeellffoorrdd 
  

IItt’’ss  aa  pprree  44tthh  ooff  JJuullyy  cceelleebbrraattiioonn  ffoorr  RRaabbbbii  AAnnnniiee’’ss  

ffiirrsstt  sseerrvviiccee,,  FFrriiddaayy,,  JJuullyy  33,,  ssttaarrttiinngg  wwiitthh  aa  ppiiccnniicc!!  

CChheecckk  oouutt  wwhhaatt’’ss  hhaappppeenniinn’’  iinn  tthhee  ffoolllloowwiinngg  

sseeccttiioonnss.. 

  

DDIIDD  YYOOUU  KKNNOOWW  TTHHAATT  ..  ..  ..  
IItt  wwaass  JJuullyy  44,,  22000033,,  wwhheenn  aa  bbaanndd  ooff  ccoonnggrreeggaannttss  mmaarrcchheedd  
ffrroomm  oouurr  oolldd  bbuuiillddiinngg  ttoo  tthhee  ccuurrrreenntt  bbuuiillddiinngg  ccaarrrryyiinngg  
tthhee  TToorraahhss..  TThhiiss  ddeemmoonnssttrraattiioonn  ooff  rreelliiggiioouuss  ffrreeeeddoomm  aanndd  
pprriiddee  iiss  aammoonngg  tthhee  mmaannyy  eexxaammpplleess  ooff  tthhee  ggrreeaattnneessss  ooff  
oouurr  ccoouunnttrryy..  
  
  
  
  

TTThhheee   SSShhhooofffaaarrr               
TTTeeemmmpppllleee   SSSiiinnnaaaiii   

 

 

 

June/July 2009 

13875 Brimhurst    

Houston, TX     77077  

(281)  496-5950       

www.temple-sinai.org 

 

Friday Night Service Schedule 
Kabbalat Shabbat Singing 

 7:15 PM 

Shabbat Service 7:30 PM 

 
 

June Events 
 

Nikhila Krishnan Bat Mitzvah, 

 7:15 pm Friday, June 5, and 

10:30 am Saturday, June 6. 

 

Astros Baseball with the 

Brotherhood, 1:00pm, Sunday,  

June 7 

 

Brotherhood hosts the movie 

DEFIANCE, Saturday, June 13 

 

Rabbi Diamond’s Farewell. 6:00pm, 

Saturday, June 20 

 

 

July Events 
 

Welcome to Rabbi Annie Picnic and 

Service, 6:00pm, Friday, July 3 

 

Brotherhood goes to Dynamo 

Soccer game, July 25 

 

 

 

 
Read the sections below for more 
details. 



  

Rabbi’s Message – Barry Diamond 

Congregations, like people, often use time as their gauge to measure themselves; a congregation 
turns thirty years old, a person is seventy years old.  However, the true measure of a congregation or 
a person, for that matter, is not how long they have survived, but what benefit did they bring to their 
community and to the world. 

 After having shared the better part of a year at Temple Sinai, I am astounded to see the kind of 
congregation Temple Sinai really is.  More than anything, Temple Sinai is a collection of souls that 
strive to lift themselves from the fragile mundanity of everyday life by learning, passing on and 
applying the most noble lessons of Jewish wisdom.  Both individually and collectively, the people of 
Temple Sinai aspire to offer a place of caring and Jewish learning.  In spite all the frailties and 

missteps of any organic community, I have seen the members of Temple Sinai raise the level of Jewish compassion and 
knowledge that improves the world for us all.  
  
I am fortunate to have been a part of this community, if only for a short time, and feel pride at watching all of your many 
accomplishments.  Even more, I cherish the relationships that I have made during my time at Temple.  Sandy and I have 
become enamored with Houston and this jewel of a congregation that lies in its west. 
  
I deeply appreciate the many people with whom I have worked.  I want to specifically thank Karen Westall and Emily 
Deakins for their calm wisdom as leaders of this congregation, and a special thanks to Rina Mesarwi and Cindy Crump 
who have created a professional foundation upon which the Temple can build.  I would also want to thank the myriad of 
volunteers who are the life blood and the vitality of the congregation. It is tribute to the Temple that they are too numerous 
to mention here.  
  
As we approach the time of transition, I am comforted to know that you are being left in the kind and competent hands of 
Rabbi Belford.  She brings such a wealth of ideas and wisdom that will lead Temple Sinai to new heights.  Sandy and I 
look forward to visiting Temple in the future and know that we will marvel at your continued growth and vitality. 
  
May you continue to grow from strength to strength. 
  
Rabbi Barry Diamond 

 

Please join us for aPlease join us for aPlease join us for aPlease join us for a Farewell Celebration to HonorFarewell Celebration to HonorFarewell Celebration to HonorFarewell Celebration to Honor 
 

 Rabbi Barry Diamond 
 

Italian Dinner and Havdalah ServiceItalian Dinner and Havdalah ServiceItalian Dinner and Havdalah ServiceItalian Dinner and Havdalah Service    
At Temple SinaiAt Temple SinaiAt Temple SinaiAt Temple Sinai    Saturday, Saturday, Saturday, Saturday, June 20 at 6:00 p.m.June 20 at 6:00 p.m.June 20 at 6:00 p.m.June 20 at 6:00 p.m.    

 
Spaghetti and lasagna will be provided 

Temple members are requested to bring accompaniments 

 
Your last name begins with: 
A – G: salads/vegetable dishes 
H – R: appetizers/sides 
S – Z: desserts  



We will be Roasting Rabbi DiamondWe will be Roasting Rabbi DiamondWe will be Roasting Rabbi DiamondWe will be Roasting Rabbi Diamond, , , , MC’d by Michael BurgMC’d by Michael BurgMC’d by Michael BurgMC’d by Michael Burg    
 

R.S.V.P to Cindy at 281-496-5950 by June 7 with number of adults and children attending 
and if you would like to participate in the Roast 

  
  

President’s  Message – Emily Deakins     
 
People always ask: “Are you ready for summer?”  Ready for what, exactly? 
Kids out of school…. Graduations…. Vacations….. Summer camp…… Trips to see family & 
friends in other cities and countries…. A change in schedules at the gym…. The heat and 
humidity?  
 
Whatever you have planned this summer, I hope you are ready and excited with a “change is 
good” mindset, and I wish you all some great moments of relaxation during the upcoming summer 
months. 
 
But what I want to ask everyone is:  Are we ready for our Temple Sinai Rabbinical transition?  
Are we ready to say goodbye and thank you to Rabbi Barry Diamond and to welcome Rabbi 

Annie Belford as our new spiritual leader?   
 
We have good plans in place to do just that.  Some of the key events are:  
• Special Havdallah service and farewell party for Rabbi Diamond – June 20  
• Special festive Shabbat service, beginning with picnic dinner for Rabbi Annie’s first service – July 3 rd 
• Small group “get to know you” meetings being organized for Rabbi Annie for the summer months  
 
What will truly make these events special is the involvement and participation of all of our members.    So, please mark 
your calendars now and get ready to join the Temple Sinai community for our important summer transition.     
 
Thanks all who have been involved in the transition efforts.  If anyone is interested in helping out with the events noted 
above, and other transition activities, contact Ellen Neuwirth-Hirsch. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

TThhee  SSttaarrss  aatt  NNiigghhtt  AArree  BBiigg  aanndd  BBrriigghhtt  
DDeeeepp  iinn  tthhee  HHeeaarrtt  ooff  TTeexxaass  

AAnndd  JJuullyy  33rrddIIss  WWhheenn  wwee  ssaayy  tthhee  WWoorrdd,,  
WWeellccoommee  AAnnnniiee  ttoo  TTeexxaass!!  

  
  
  
  

IItt ’’ss  aa  ssppeecciiaall   pprree  44tthh  ooff   JJuullyy  ppiiccnniicc  aanndd  SShhaabbbbaatt  sseerrvviiccee 
66::0000ppmm,,  FFrriiddaayy,,  JJuullyy  33,,  22000099  

  
CChheecckk  tthhee  WWeeeekkllyy  UUppddaattee  ffoorr   mmoorree  iinnffoo  

 

 

 



Ritual – Betsy Hoover 
 
The following congregants are serving on the Ritual Committee this year: Diane Adler, Linda Farber, 
Karen Greenspan, Marla Hansel, Sanford (Sandy) Herman, Susan Markowitz, Rina Mesarwi, Roger 
Rochman, and Fiona Schicker. We will be focusing on our mandate to ensure that Temple Sinai’s 
ritual practices, services, and education meet the needs of the congregants. We will work closely with 
Rabbi Belford as we move forward at this time of transition.  Please feel free to contact any member 
of the Ritual Committee with any concerns, suggestions, or bright ideas for review.  
 
 
 

 

 

Religious School News - Rina Mesarwi and Pam Shaffer 
 
Post Confirmation Graduation was May 1st. Congratulations to all of the graduates and their families. 
Thank you to Rabbi Diamond for providing a beautiful service. As part of the service, each graduate 
gave a short speech discussing their experience as a Jewish teenager. Almost all of the teens 
mentioned the challenges of attending schools where they were one of the only Jewish kids. Each teen expressed 
gratitude for the wonderful education they had received at Temple Sinai and how it had shaped their Jewish identity. They 
cherished the close relationships they had formed at Temple that had supported them throughout their school years.  
   
One young woman, in her speech, discussed a class project in which she was part of a team that was told they were to 
imagine they were stranded on an island, short of food and resources, and given the task of voting the non-essential 
members off the island. One of the members of the team was a Rabbi. All of the group members, except for the Jewish 
teen, considered the Rabbi non-essential and wanted to boot him off first. The Temple Sinai graduate was amazed to 
learn that her teammates didn’t even know what a Rabbi was. However, being the only Jew in her class, she felt 
intimidated and gave in to the pressure to get rid of the Rabbi. She closed her speech with the hope that this experience 
would give her the courage, in all of her future encounters with prejudice, to speak up. 
 
My heart went out to this young lady and her feelings regarding this experience. Disapproval from your peers as a teen is 
very difficult to negotiate. Not only as a teen, but at any age it is difficult to speak up against a majority. It can be painful 
and costly to speak up for what you know is right. In daily life, with some frequency, anti-Semitic remarks are made, 
sometimes innocuously, and sometimes purposefully. Who hasn’t heard the phrase “Jew them down”, or some other anti -
Semitic slur uttered off the cuff. The question is do we, as adults, always speak up? I’d like to think yes, and some may 
say ‘I have never let an anti-Semitic statement slide by’ but then we have to ask ourselves, ‘Have we ever let an anti-
anyone statement slide by ‘? Did we speak up when someone insulted Asians, African-American, Hispanics, or even 
Arabs, because prejudice is prejudice. Did we speak up when an ethnic joke was made? 
 
This year for Post-confirmation one of the programs that Rina worked on , brought in speakers for, and organized field 
trips for, was comparative religion. Some parents suggested, on hearing the proposed schedule, that they wanted their 
children to learn about Jewish subjects at temple. The teens visited a church and a mosque, and learned about how other 
teens worship. They learned that though we may worship differently, we all want the same thing, to be happy, to lead 
peaceful lives, and to find our own path to God. 
 
Hopefully, they began to understand that the connection s between people of every color, race, and religion are much 
greater than the differences and that since we are all connected, prejudice has no place. If these beautiful, bright, young 
graduates took this message to heart, the education they received at Temple Sinai has contributed their Jewish identity as 
one of the main tenets of our faith is tolerance. 
 
Hopefully, in the future shaped by these graduating teens and their world view, the rabbi’s intrinsic worth will be 
recognized, and will earn him or her a secure and permanent home on the Island. 
 
We ended the school year with celebration.  Our Post Confirmation graduation, saying good bye to Ms. Levin, honoring 
rabbi Diamond, and celebrating Confirmation, were all in one month.  We are ending very meaningful year, and looking 
forward to a new beginning with Rabbi Belford.   
 
Registration forms were sent to all parents, and deadline for early bird fees are due by June 15, 2009.  If you have not 
received your forms yet, please call the office at 281-496-5950.  The coming school year will start on September 13, 2009, 
and you will receive a phone call from your child’s teacher before this date. 

 



 
The office is open during the summer and I will be available except: 
June 12-16, and June 29- July12.  You may reach Rina at 281-496-5950, or by e-mail at eddirect@temple-sinai.org.   
 
Wishing you all great summer! 
 
 
 
 

Sisterhood – Eva Marmelstein       
  

Mazel Tov to Jim and Carol Sue Ciaverelli, winners of the Moody Gardens Raffle sponsored by 
Brotherhood and Sisterhood. They won a $650 gift card. 

Sisterhood board would like to thank all the volunteers who gave their time and support. We look forward to seeing you in 
August. Have a Safe and Happy Summer. 
 
 
Senior Sisters – Estelle Weissburg 

 
We will meet again on September 9.. 

 

Invitations 
 
If you have a Special Simcha coming up, we have the latest books available. 
In addition to our wedding books, Bar and Bat Mitzvah books, and “Save the Date” books, we now 
have new books which include wedding and baby showers, baby announcements, and parties. Call 
Marla Lantz, the Sisterhood Invitations Sales Representative. 
 

 

Brotherhood – Marc Boin 

 
The Brotherhood will be taking a break from official meetings for the summer. Here is a synopsis of our recent events. 

• We were proud to send a team of congregants to the recent Habitat For Humanity project on April 24th and 25th. A 
team of ten people helped to perform exterior work and framing on a home under construction in the Umland Park 
subdivision. T-shirts were provided for each of the participants. Although the work was hard and the day was hot, 
we were honored to help out with this wonderful mitzvah.  

• Speaking of mitzvah’s, the Brotherhood granted two of our religious school kids $250 scholarships to Greene 
Family Camp. The competition was stiff this year with a good number of applications.  After an intense evaluation, 
we awarded the honors to Rachel Aaronson and Shaye Mueller. Congratulations to these very worthy students!  

• Speaking of outdoor activities, the Brotherhood prepared the hamburgers and popcorn for the End Of Year 
religious school party on May 17th.  Nearly 150 hungry people were served, and all had plenty to eat. We’re 
keeping our culinary skills honed!  

• Speaking of food, we will prepare a spaghetti dinner for Rabbi Diamond’s Going Away Party on June 20th, as well 
as another Hamburger/ Hot Dog Grill on July 3rd to welcome Rabbi Belford.  Please see the earlier comments 
about our culinary skills.  

• Speaking of entertainment, a total of 48 of our congregants attended a sold-out performance of "Fiddler on the 
Roof" on May 31 featuring Chaim Topol in his farewell tour.  

• Speaking of shows, we are hosting another movie night.  On Saturday evening June 13th, we will show the movie 
"Defiance" at our Temple.  This is the movie describing the group of Belorussian Jews that hid out in local forests 
from the Nazis for the duration of World War II.  The movie stars Daniel Craig (the most recent James Bond) and 
was critically acclaimed when it recently appeared in the theaters.  The film will be exciting and refreshments will 
be served. Make plans now to attend!  

• Speaking of plans, we are finalizing plans for the annual Astros Family Day. We will be attending the game on 
Sunday afternoon, June 7th, at 1 p.m. against the Pittsburgh Pirates.  Our congregation usually sends a crowd of 

 



about 70 to 80 people to root for the good guys.  Tentatively, we plan to meet for dinner at Kenny and Ziggy’s 
after the game. Stay tuned for more details.  

• Speaking of games, we are planning to attend the Houston Dynamo game on Saturday night, July 25th.  The 
Dynamo are having an excellent season so far this year.  We had over 60 people attend last year’s game, and are 
hoping for an even larger turnout this time.  Mark this event on your calendar!  

• Speaking of future activities, we are planning an Art Auction in mid-October. Impressive works of art and Judaica 
will be offered at unbelievable prices.  The event will be open to everyone in our congregation and the 
surrounding community.  

• Speaking of upcoming events, the Brotherhood hopes that everyone has an enjoyable and relaxing summer! 

 

Membership – Spencer Marmelstein     

 
The membership committee is always seeking new members or ideas to make us successful.  Feel free 
to e-mail Spencer Marmelstein. 

 

 

Adult Education – Diane Statham     

 
Several ideas are in the works for adult education beginning in the fall 2009.  
 
There seems to be interest in Kabbala/Jewish Mysticism.  Other topics to be explored include Jews in 
the media, the Yiddish theater, a continuation of our very successful Bisl of Yiddish course, finding your 
Jewish roots.  We will continue the  Hebrew I, II, and III classes. Of course, we will make an attempt to offer the Florence 
Melton program in some form at Temple Sinai, if there is sufficient interest.  
 
 I am examining a program to offer a taste of Judaism to the unaffiliated and simply curious residents of west Houston. I 
will be eliciting Rabbi Anne Belford's direction in this arena.    
 
Also, I want to find ways to better serve the information and education needs of interfaith families who are members of our 
Sinai community.  I will seek feedback from interfaith families about how to make that effort valuable to them.  
 
I met with the Education, Ritual, and Caring committees on May 12 to better integrate adult education with related 
programs to make them more meaningful for every congregant.  The concept offers exciting opportunities.  
 
I want adult education at Temple Sinai to be stimulating and worthy of attendance.  I welcome any input our congregants 
have to offer about better ways to achieve that goal.  
 
 
 

 

Fundraising – Suzanne Crawford      
 

SCRIPT CARDS 

Script Cards are g ift certificates  that are used just like cash. Scrip cards are available from most 
national and local retailers where your family probably already shops to purchase everyday expenses like food, clothing, 
and other essentials.   

Why should you buy and use script cards purchased f rom Temple Sinai?   With every purchase, script cards earn 
revenue for Temple Sinai ranging from 2% to 15% of the value on the card… at no additional expense to you! 

How do you get your script card from Temple Sinai? Call Cindy Crump at 281-496-5950 and she will place an order 
from the grocery stores, department stores, and other retailers you request.  Cindy generally places a script card order 
every month, but this time frame can be increased to meet your needs.  

 



.  

 

We gratefully acknowledge these generous gifts. 
 

Shalom From Sinai  
In honor of Sandy Rushworth being called to the Torah, from Karen & Tommy Westall, and the Vaikhman Family 
 
In honor of Stu and Carol Levin receiving the Benefactor award, from Karen & Tommy Westall 
Mazel Tov to the new President, Emily Deakins and the newly elected Board of Trustees from Karen & Tommy Westall 
 
Thank you to all the Religious School teachers, especially Carol Levin, in honor of Garrett Stevenson’s Bar Mitzvah from 
the Stevenson Family 
 
In honor of the Confirmation Class Zachary Aaronson, Warner Boin, Dani Gardner, Monica Garner, Jenny Janssen, 
Sandhya Ann Krishnan, David Miller, Joshua Miller, Jackie Schicker, Sean Schicker, Jonathan Selzman, and Drew 
Wolod,  With Love and Brachot the Schicker Family 
 

Todd Levin Endowment Fund 
 
In honor of Carol & Stuart Levin for being named Benefactor of the year, from Sherry & Ron Grabois 
In honor of Emily Deakins being named President, from Sherry & Ron Grabois 
In honor of Karen Westall in appreciation of what she has done as President for the past two years, from Sherry & Ron 
Grabois 
In honor of the graduating class from Carol and Stu Levin 
In honor of the Confirmation class from Carol and Stu Levin 
In honor of Rabbi Diamond for our wonderful Jazz Award Service from Carol and Stu Levin 
In honor of the Rushworth Family for all they did for our family from Carol and Stu Levin 
In honor of  Sandy Rushworth’s Bat Mitzvah. From Carol and Stu Levin 
In honor of Steven Simon’s graduation from Carol and Stu Levin 
In honor of Yarden Kessler’s graduation from Carol and Stu Levin 
In memory of Mal Sokol’s mom from Carol and Stu Levin 
A huge thank you from our family for all the donations for our Jazz Award Service from Carol and Stu Levin 
 
 

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund 
 
In honor of Rabbi Anne Belford for becoming our Rabbi, from Sherry & Ron Grabois 
 

    
HHHHONORABLE “MENSCH”EN’SONORABLE “MENSCH”EN’SONORABLE “MENSCH”EN’SONORABLE “MENSCH”EN’S    

    
In this space we will recognize  the  “mensches” who have performed some mitzvah for the In this space we will recognize  the  “mensches” who have performed some mitzvah for the In this space we will recognize  the  “mensches” who have performed some mitzvah for the In this space we will recognize  the  “mensches” who have performed some mitzvah for the 
synagogue or one of its members during the past month. If we isynagogue or one of its members during the past month. If we isynagogue or one of its members during the past month. If we isynagogue or one of its members during the past month. If we inadvertently missed you or nadvertently missed you or nadvertently missed you or nadvertently missed you or 
another “mensch”, let us know! another “mensch”, let us know! another “mensch”, let us know! another “mensch”, let us know!     
    

John Deakins for assisting Bruce Greenberg on fixing up the baseboards after recent water damage. 

Toby Singhania for conducting employment related workshops in May. 

Thank you to all the parents who coordinated a lovely Oneg for all to enjoy, and celebrating a great graduation on May 1. 
 
Thanks to all who volunteered their time, brought sweets, set up and cleaned up for the jazz Shabbat celebration.    
 



Thanks to Mae Shaffer, Cara Shaffer and Pam Shaffer for a slide show they put together for Ms. Levin. 
 
Thank you to Thea Goldin who worked with our students and came up with a great way to say Good-Bye to  
Rabbi Diamond. 
 
Thank you to all the teachers and students who took the time to express their appreciation for Rabbi Diamond. 
 
Thank you to all the parents who coordinated a beautiful Oneg for Erev Shavuot and Confirmation celebration.   
 
Thank you to Marc Boin and the men of Brotherhood who are always ready to help in any way they can, including cooking 
hamburgers. 
 
Thanks to Joan Rich and Sisterhood for helping us to choose the right gifts as needed. 
 
Thank you to all the teachers who always do the very best for our students. 
 
 
 

    
Thank you to the following people for sponsoring Shabbat Onegs:Thank you to the following people for sponsoring Shabbat Onegs:Thank you to the following people for sponsoring Shabbat Onegs:Thank you to the following people for sponsoring Shabbat Onegs:    
 
Post Confirmation Families in honor of the graduates 

The Rojas Family in honor of Greta's Bat Mitzvah 

Samaar Rubin in memory of Tzipora Olesker 

Sherry & Ron Grabois in honor of their 45th Anniversary 
 
David & Marilyn Frishman in honor of their 39th Anniversary 
 
Note : If you would like to host an Oneg Shabbat, please call Cindy in the Temple Office. 
 
 

 


