
  
 
 
 

 

  
TTeemmppllee  SSiinnaaii   iiss  TTuurr nniinngg  3300          

aanndd  tthhee  cceelleebbrr aatt iioonn    

ccoonntt iinnuueess!!   
 

AAss  wwee  rreeccooggnniizzee  CCaarrooll   aanndd  SSttuu  LLeevviinn,,  tthhiiss  yyeeaarr’’ ss  rreecciippiieennttss  ooff   tthhee  
BBeenneeffaaccttoorrss  AAwwaarrdd..    AAnn  OOnneegg  SShhaabbbbaatt  hhoonnoorriinngg  tthheemm  aanndd  CCaarrooll ’’ ss  
rreettii rreemmeenntt  ff rroomm  tthhee  rreell iiggiioouuss  sscchhooooll   wwii ll ll   bbee  aannnnoouunncceedd  ssoooonn..  

  

AAss  wwee  cceelleebbrraattee  tthhee  FFeessttiivvaall   ooff   FFrreeeeddoomm  wwii tthh  tthhee  TTeeSSTTYY  CChhooccoollaattee  
SSeeddeerr,,  tthhee  SSiisstteerrhhoooodd  SSeeccoonndd  NNiigghhtt  SSeeddeerr,,  aanndd  tthhee  BBrrootthheerrhhoooodd  
MMaattzzoohh  BBrreeii   BBrreeaakkffaasstt..  

  

DDII DD  YYOOUU  TTHHAATT  ..  ..  ..  

OOuurr  oowwnn  JJaacckkiiee  SScchhiicckkeerr  rreepprreesseenntteedd  TTeeSSTTYY  aatt  tthhee  NNaattiioonnaall   NNFFTTYY  
CCoonnvveennttiioonn..  RReeaadd  aabboouutt  hheerr  eexxppeerriieennccee  iinn  tthhee  TTeeSSTTYY  sseeggmmeenntt..  

  

AANNDD  DDOONN’’ TT  FFOORRGGEETT  

TThhee  aannnnuuaall   CCoonnggrreeggaattiioonnaall   MMeeeettiinngg  wwii ll ll   bbee  SSuunnddaayy,,  AApprrii ll   2266,,  wwhheenn  
tthhee  ssllaattee  ffoorr  tthhee  BBooaarrdd  ooff   TTrruusstteeeess  aanndd  tthhee  22000099--22001100  bbuuddggeett  wwii ll ll   bbee  
pprreesseenntteedd  ffoorr  yyoouurr  aapppprroovvaall ..  SStteeppppiinngg  ddoowwnn  ff rroomm  tthhee  BBooaarrdd  aarree  SSuussaann  
BBeerrggeerr,,  JJii ll ll   GGeennttsscchh,,  MMaarrllaa  HHaannsseell ,,  CCrraaiigg  HHooffffmmaann,,  CCaarrooll   LLeevviinn,,  
NNaannccyy  RReeiinnggoolldd,,  JJooaann  RRiicchh,,  BBeettttyy  SSiicchheell ,,  FFrraannkk  WWeebbeerr  aanndd  JJoohhnn  
WWoojjcciiaakk..  

TThhee  pprrooppoosseedd  ssllaattee,,  aalloonngg  wwii tthh  tthhee  pprrooppoosseedd  bbuuddggeett,,  rreell iiggiioouuss  sscchhooooll   
ffeeeess,,  aanndd  dduueess  ssttrruuccttuurree  wweerree  mmaaii lleedd  ttoo  eeaacchh  ccoonnggrreeggaattiioonnaall   ffaammii llyy..    
PPlleeaassee  ttaakkee  tthhee  ttiimmee  ttoo  rreevviieeww  ii tt  aanndd  bbee  aatt  tthhee  mmeeeettiinngg  oorr  vvoottee  bbyy  
PPrrooxxyy..    YYoouu  vvoottee  ccoouunnttss,,  ssoo  ccoommee  aanndd  bbee  ccoouunntteedd!!   

 

 

TTThhheee   SSShhhooofffaaarrr               
TTTeeemmmpppllleee   SSSiiinnnaaaiii   
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Houston, TX     77077  
(281)  496-5950       

www.temple-sinai.org 
 
Friday Night Service Schedule 

Kabbalat Shabbat Singing 
 7:15 PM 

Shabbat Service 7:30 PM 
 

April Events 
 
Garrett Stevenson Bar Mitzvah, 
 7:15 pm Friday, April 3, and 
1030am Saturday, April 4. 
 
Social Action’s WALK LIKE MADD, 
7:30am Saturday, April 4 
 
Brotherhood Blood Drive, 9:00am, 
Sunday, April 5 
 
TeSTY’s Chocolate Seder, 1:00pm 
Sunday, April 5 
 
Sisterhood Second Night Seder, 
6:30pm Thursday, April 9. 
 
Brotherhood Matzoh Brei Breakfast, 
9:00am Saturday, April 11, just 
preceding Shabbat Morning 
Service at 10:30am 
 
Marisa Wood Bat Mitzvah, 7:15pm 
Friday, April 17, and 10:30am 
Saturday, April 18. 
 
Adriano De Souza Bar Mitzvah, 
7:15pm Friday, April 24, and 
10:30am Saturday, April 25 
 
Brotherhood Habitat for Humanity 
Build, 8:30am, Saturday, April 25.  
 
Annual Congregation Meeting, 
 1:00 pm Sunday, April 26 
 
Read the sections below for more 
details. 



Rabbi’s Message    Barry Diamond  
 

How many glasses of wine are we to drink during the Passover Seder?  (A)Four?  (B) Five? 
(C) I’m not sure?  If you said C, you are like the rabbis who created the Seder.  They were not 
sure either.  Really! 
 
Each cup of wine during the Seder represents one of the promises that God makes to the 
Jewish people in the Torah (Exodus 6:6-7).  God says: 1) “I will remove you from Egypt”; 2) “I 
will rescue you from slavery”; 3) “I will redeem you”; 4)”I will take you out”.  Some describe 
these four promises as representing four distinct stages of redemption.  However, if we read 
these verses carefully we see that there was a fifth promise made by God: “I will bring you 
unto the land.” 
 
At one level, this last promise is straight forward.  God’s promise of redemption is only 

complete when we possess the Land of Israel.  However, the Rabbis had a difficulty with this.  Can we say that we are 
truly redeemed just by living in the Land of Israel, or must we have the freedom to live our lives as we believe God 
requires of us?  Is it the Land itself or more importantly our ability to shape our lives? 
 
Because the Rabbis were unable to decide, they poured a fifth cup called the Cup of Elijah.  Elijah has a dual role in our 
Seder narrative.  First, Elijah will announce the coming of the Messiah, who is the political leader of the Jewish people, 
descended from King David, and is supposed to rule over the Land of Israel as king.  But Elijah has a second role which is 
to answer all Jewish legal disputes that the Rabbis could not answer, one of which was, should we drink a fifth cup of 
wine?  Therefore, Elijah, herald of our political sovereign, will know when our redemption is complete. 
 
In the Reform Movement, we do not think of redemption as only the state of political freedom but as a goal of improving 
the lives of all people, living within the Land of Israel and without.  It is impossible to ignore the economic forces that are 
preventing many peoples of the world, and too many of our very own congregants, from experiencing the economic 
freedom and security that characterizes a redeemed life.  Even if Elijah joins us at our Seders in a few weeks and urges 
us to drink the fifth cup because living in the Land of Israel is sufficient for our redemption, we would have to demur.  The 
world cannot be redeemed when there are so many people are still suffering today. 
 
Through our Seders we reinforce what redemption means for the world.  However, the Houston Jewish community and 
Temple Sinai are going beyond the ritual of redemption.  We are working towards a more complete redemption by helping 
to lessen this financial crisis through offering workshops for people who feel enslaved by unemployment or under 
employment.  We hope you will see these efforts for what they are, our continuing attempt to create a world imbued with 
economic freedom to complement our religious self-determination promised us during our Passover Seder. 
 
A Happy Passover to All 
Rabbi Barry Diamond 
 
 
Workshops for the unemployed, underemployed, or anyone looking to change jobs. 
 
Jewish Family Service: 
Job Search Assistance Workshop 
Monday, April 6 and 13, 7:00 – 8:30 p.m. at Jewish Family Service 4131 Braeswood, Houston 
RSVP required (713) 667-9336 
 
Temple Sinai: 
Employment Next Steps 
Thursday, April 23 at 6:30 p.m. at Temple Sinai. 
Temple member and Human Resources expert Toby Singhania will meet with anyone unemployed, underemployed, or 
just interested in discussing job transitions.  The interactive discussion will address the needs of the participants.  
Depending on people’s needs, there will be opportunities for follow-up and private assistance. 
RSVP to Temple Office is appreciated but not required. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 President’s  Message    Karen Westall  
 

  “Yesterday is past, tomorrow is forever, but today is a gift. That’s why they call it the present”. 
 
My mother loves “sayings” like this one she shared with me recently. Once I teased her that she never met a platitude she 
didn’t like, especially her favorite, “Everything happens for a reason”. When I was young, those “truths” of hers drove me 
crazy, because she typically would say them at a time when I was stressed or upset, and not inclined to hear or believe 
her.  
 
As I’ve grown older, I have learned that there is wisdom in those familiar words.  It’s difficult to believe when you’re in the 
midst of a crisis, such as a job loss, or a serious family illness or injury. What is interesting is that, when the crisis has 
passed, you often find that life worked out in a way which took you in a new direction, or that it took a turn that led you to 
see the world differently, or that you developed a new found strength in the depths of your loss. While  perhaps it wasn’t 
life as you anticipated, when you reflect on what has occurred and how your life has changed as a result, you can see that 
in the end, some new direction or connection was forged that would not have occurred otherwise.  
 
I’ve been thinking about this phenomenon lately, because I am nearing the end of my term as President. In fact, this is my 
last Shofar article as President. When I began two years ago, we were in the middle of a budget crisis and had no 
business plan or long term plan. At the time, things looked bleak – we were forced to add an assessment onto the dues 
for the first time ever. But we engaged members in parlor meetings; we developed SinaiVision long term goals and 
objectives; we strengthened our financial controls and managed our expenses in a more rigorous way; and steadily we 
became healthier and more in financial control.  We have much more to do to strengthen our finances, but we’re moving 
in the right direction. 
 
But that wasn’t our only challenge. Soon after I became President, our rabbi announced he was leaving. That could have 
caused our congregation to become divisive or fragmented or lost, but we joined together in a transparent, inclusive and 
engaging search process, and we coalesced as a congregation. When we were unable to find a permanent rabbi last 
May, many were concerned we would not have a spiritual leader. That crisis turned into a gift to the congregation – Rabbi 
Barry Diamond, our interim rabbi this year, who has been a warm, engaging friend, mentor, teacher, and guide through 
this period. And now, after 15 months of searching, we have found the rabbi we were meant to have – Rabbi Anne 
Belford.  I hate to admit it - my mother was right – everything DOES apparently happen for a reason. Ultimately, I think it’s 
about having faith that everything will work out, somehow, because inevitably, it does. 
 
It has been a privilege to be your President these past two years. I have been gratified by the advice, the words of 
comfort, and the support I’ve received from many of you. I’ve been blessed with dedicated staff and committed trustees 
and officers who care deeply about this congregation, and heartened by the spirit of family and connection that has 
continued to define us as a congregation. I know you will give our next President and Board of Trustees, and our new 
Rabbi, the support and engagement that have sustained and enriched me. 
 
B’Shalom, 
 
Karen 
 

 
Ritual – Carol Levin  
 
This is my last article as Ritual Chair.  I would like to take this opportunity to thank the 
congregants for a wonderful two years. 
 
We all have so much to look forward to with our new rabbi coming.   
 
I am extremely thankful to Rabbi Diamond for all his great ideas and hard work. 

 



SinaiVision/Long Range Planning – Emily Deakins 
 
Mark your calendar for two Committee Planning Days – scheduled for our temple 
committees to work alongside each other, discuss priorities for the 2009-2010 year and 
begin to develop action plans.  Committees will meet on one of the two dates: 
�       Sunday May 10, 3-5:30 p.m. 
�       Tuesday, May 12, 7-9 p.m. 
If you are already a member of a committee, stay tuned for more information from your chair.  This is a great opportunity 
for all to get more involved in an area of temple life of interest to you. For more information contact Robin Converse. 

 
 
Religious School News - Rina Mesarwi and Pam Shaffer 
 
 
As we are approaching Passover, there is an important period in Judaism which is not known to most.  
This period comes between Passover and Shavuot when we count forty nine days starting on the second day of 
Passover, and end on the day before Shavuot when the Torah was received. These seven weeks are called Sefirat 
Ha'Omer or counting the Omer. 
   
During this time Jews try to increase dedication to Torah, Mitzvot and spiritual growth.  Shavuot is a major holiday and 
one of the three Festival days on the Jewish calendar. Between Passover and Shavuot we celebrate another holiday 
called Lag Ba'Omer, or the thirty third day of the Omer.  Many see this day as a celebration of the hidden mystical Torah 
which was received through Rabbi Shimeon Bar Yochai.  
 
At Temple Sinai we celebrate the confirmation of our 10th grade students on Shavuot, and this year it takes place on May 
28, or on Erev Shavuot.  Confirmation symbolizes the students’ commitment to Jewish life and Jewish principles.  
   
Last month we celebrated Purim and our children and Temple members enjoyed a unique Megillah reading, prizes, and 
tasty Hamantaschen.  Our youngest students of the three-year-old class- 2nd grade experienced Matzah making.  
    
In April:  
5: Charoset tasting for all grades 
8, 12, 15:  No School 
22: Post Confirmation 
26: Yom Ha'Atzmaout      
 
 

Sisterhood – Joan Rich         
 
Sisterhood has great events coming up in April and May.  Thursday, April 9th is Temple Sinai’s 2nd Night 
Seder.  Plan on joining us for a delightful evening filled with good food and companionship.  We are still 
looking for some help in cooking, set-up and clean-up.  Don’t forget to fill out your reservation form and 
get it to the temple by April 7th. 
 
Rosh Chodesh on April 24th will be held at the home of Iris Rochman.  Services will start at 6:30 PM.  Contact Iris to RSVP 
and tell her what you are binging to the pot luck dinner. 
 
Sundays, 3pm, Women's Torah Study Group. Contact the temple office for more information. 
 
Mark your calendars.  Sisterhood Shabbat and installation will be held on Friday, May 29th. Plan on joining us for this 
wonderful occasion. 
 
 The slate for the new Sisterhood officers is as follows: 
  

President:  Eva Marmelstein 
 VP Ritual:  Cheryl Landis-Gerber 

Corr./Rec. Secretary: Angie Matyukov 
          Treasurer:  Thea Goldin 

VP Membership: Marla Hansel 
VP Programming: Judy Levin 
VP Fund Raising: Joan Rich 

 
 

 



We are still taking donations for the Flo Lipp and Irwin Rosenbaum Memorial plaques. Please send them to the attention 
of Joan Rich. 
 
We still have the Sisterhood - Brotherhood Raffle for the $650 gift card from Moody Gardens. Tickets are $5 each or 3 for 
$10. 
 
 
 

CELEBRATE PASSOVER WITH YOUR TEMPLE SINAI FAMILY 
Join us for Passover Second Night Seder 

April 9, 2009 at 6:30 PM 
  

Name_________________________________ 

Phone Number _________________________ 

# of adults           ________@ $16 each =    _________ 

# of kids 7-12      ________@   $10 each =    _________ 

# of kids 4-6        ________@   $7 each =    _________ 

# of kids 0-3        ________ @ Free 

Check Number    ________     Total =        _________ 

Please make your checks payable to Temple Sinai Sis terhood, and return 

your reservation form and check to the Temple by Ap ril 7 th 

It takes a lot of effort to make the Seder, and I want to help.   
Please call Joan Rich.       __Yes    ___No 

 
 
Senior Sisters – Estelle Weissburg 
 
We are not meeting in April due to Passover but our next meeting will be on Wednesday, May 13th at 12:00 noon. 
 

Invitations 
 

If you have a Special Simcha coming up, we have the latest books available. 
In addition to our wedding books, Bar and Bat Mitzvah books, and “Save the Date” books, we now 
have new books which include wedding and baby showers, baby announcements, and parties. Call 
Marla Lantz, the Sisterhood Invitations Sales Representative. 
 
 

 



 
 

Brotherhood – Marc Boin 
Social action and community service tend to be recurring themes for this edition of the Brotherhood News. 
 

• Final numbers are in for both the Spaghetti Dinner and the Entertainment Book sales.  Both events 
made a very nice profit, and will enable us to fund some of our more exciting community projects 
later this year. 

• The quarterly Blood Drive will occur on April 5th, from 9 am until 1 pm.  Once again, we have arranged to hold the 
drive in Classrooms 10 and 11 in order to boost attendance and make for a more pleasant donating experience.  
Temple Sinai had a total of 36 donors in January -- we would love to be able to improve on that performance this 
time! 

• Along with the Blood Drive, the Senior Consultant from the Gulf Coast Regional Blood Center will be the guest 
speaker during our next Brotherhood meeting on April 5th.  He will enlighten us on the current need for blood 
products, the destination for each unit of donated blood, and the credit that our congregation derives from the 
process.   

• The date has been set for our next Habitat For Humanity build with the Houston Bar Association. 
• We will be helping to perform interior work on a brand-new house on Saturday, April 25th.  T-shirts will once again 

be provided for anyone participating in this wonderful mitzvah.  Considering the commandment for tikun olam, the 
notion of helping to improve the world, we are honored to once again help sponsor this activity.   

• Mark your calendars now for the epicurean extravaganza known as the Matzoh Brie Breakfast.  Culinary experts 
from the Brotherhood will be feeding a variety of flavors of Matzoh Brie to anyone attending the informal Shabbat 
service on Saturday morning, April 11th.  Here is a great opportunity to satisfy your appetite at the same time you 
fill your “thirst” for knowledge and religious involvement. 

• Quite a few of our members were treated to complimentary tickets to the Rockets game on February 22nd.  We 
were proud to help cheer on our team to victory over the Charlotte Bobcats.  Several of us then retreated for 
dinner at the House of Blues following the game.  The entire outing was a lot of fun, and our sincere thanks go out 
to Harvey Merfish for obtaining the tickets. 

• Fiddler On The Roof tickets are still available for the May 31st show.  So far, we have already exceeded the 
original 40 seats reserved for our group.  This Sunday matinee show is certain to sell out.  Therefore, this will be a 
golden opportunity not only to see a wonderful performance by the renowned actor, Topol, but it will also be a 
great opportunity for fun and fellowship with other congregants.  Reservations and money must be turned in no 
later than March 29th.  Contact Marc Boin for more details. 

• Plans are being made for our annual Astros games.  Men’s Night Out will be held on Thursday evening, May 7th, 
and the Family Day will be held on Sunday afternoon, June 7th.  The first of our Movie Nights was held on 
Saturday, March 14th.  We presented the movie, Cast A Giant Shadow, the story of the American Army officer that 
helped to organize the Israeli Army in 1948 as the country was struggling for its independence.  A delicious deli 
dinner, drinks, and snacks were all provided. The movie was remarkable and exciting, and was enjoyed by all in 
attendance.  Future plans are being made to show the movie Defiance once it becomes available. 

 

 

Social Action – Jill Gentsch   
 
“Walk like MADD and join Todd’s Troopers in the Mothers Against Drunk Drivers walk taking 
place on April 4th at MacGregor Park, 5225 Calhoun Street, near the University of Houston.  
Opening Ceremonies begin at 7:30 followed by the walk @ 8am.  Social Action is asking 
everyone to register to walk with Todd’s Troopers and honor the memory of Todd Levin, Stu & 
Carol’s son, who was the victim of a drunk driver in 2006.  This is a fabulous family event and a great 
way to engage your children in a worthy activity by letting them know where you stand on this important issue!  Carol 
leads the pack with her fundraising and teambuilding for the walk.  Let’s add our names to her roster and support Todd’s 
Troopers.  Go to the MADD website-www.walklikemadd.com and follow the instructions.   
 
Those who are unable to attend or physically unable to walk, can still register as a “virtual walker “at the website.  Take a 
stand, support the cause of ending drunk driving, & join the team!  
 

 
 
 



 
Building & Security – Ian Crawford 
 
Sanctuary Temperature Control:  Several members have expressed concern about the temperature in the sanctuary.  
Although the thermostat is set for a comfortable temperature, there was a concern that the sanctuary may have warmer or 
colder areas.  A month ago, the A/C maintenance contractor checked the sanctuary with an inferred detector.   He found 
no hot or cold spots.  Also, the A/C vents and returns were confirmed to be well designed and provide good airflow.  His 
best estimate on why some people were hot and some cold was that the A/C flow is strong, so those sitting directly under 
an air vent would feel more air movement and therefore, possibly feel colder. 
 

 
Adult Education – Susan Berger 
 
As this is my final article for the Shofar, I wanted to say thank you for allowing me to serve as the Adult 
Education trustee.  It was my wish to bring you more and a wider variety of classes to Temple Sinai. May we 
never cease to learn! 

 
Youth Group 
 
Last month we mentioned that Jackie Schicker represented TeSTY at the National NFTY Convention. Here is her account 
of what happened: 

NFTY Goes to Washington 
 
In a crowd of Jewish teenagers singing, screaming, laughing, swaying... the ultimate song session, I found myself a few 
weeks ago. Now in your mind, you were probably thinking 100 maybe 150 kids, among them your closest friends. Now 
think bigger, a lot bigger… say 700 teens from all over the US and Canada… that’s NFTY Convention 2009, the largest 
gathering of its kind in North America. 
 
Every evening for 4 days after hours of fast paced programming, greeting best friends, and making new ones, I came 
together with an incredible community of Jewish teens from all over North America and we brought down the house.  
 
The speakers and people there--every last one was inspirational. Rabbi Yoffie the URJ President who stood up and spoke 
very honestly to a group of teens, who in school are so used to being spoken at, inspired and awed us all. Ruth 
Messinger, President of the American Jewish World Service, spoke on the importance of social action in all aspects of life, 
and specifically in working hard down to the last moment, to succeed. Elaina Marshalek, NFTY Religious and Cultural VP, 
created a vast array of moving, unique services to fit so many different people. I was able to help a little in leading one 
service that focused on the “left side of the page” in Mishkan Tefillah. During this prayer renewal we wrote our own 
interpretations on a few prayers. Zach Newburgh, last year’s NFTY President, who was so well versed and enthusiastic, 
about helped in every aspect of our meetings.  
 
During Convention years, Asefah (the NFTY General Board meeting) is held in conjunction with Convention. This includes 
several sessions on different decisions. The first meeting was the first 5 hours we spent at Convention. During this time 
the new Study Theme: Bakesh Shalom v'Radaph'hu: Seek Peace and Pursue it - NFTY Studies Peace and the new 
Action Theme: Kolot B'ad Hasheket: Voices for the Silent - NFTY Fights Political Injustice and Denied Civil Liberties By 
Empowering Communities were selected. After those pieces were passed several items of “new business” were brought 
up.  
 
Among these was an initiative that I co-authored, called the Israeli Non-profit Initiative, which encourages each and every 
region in NFTY to partner with an Israeli based non-profit organization for a minimum of one year. This is to give more real 
life relevance to the Study and Action themes, as well as day-to-day Israeli life. I am thrilled to say that two-thirds of this 
resolution was passed during the meeting.   
 
During the second session of Asefah (Veida) the NFTY North-American Board was elected. TOR (Texas Oklahoma 
Region) had two regional board members, Ryan Bates and Rachel Vogel run for national positions and we are very proud 
of them both. The NFTY North American Board Officers for 2009-2010 is as follows: 
 
Aliza Gazek-NFTY-President-Elect Tyler Benjamin-NFTY-Programming VP-Elect 



Sophie Vener-NFTY Social Action VP-Elect 
Josh Levin-NFTY Religious and Cultural VP-Elect 

Alyssa Kress-NFTY Membership and Communications 
VP-Elect 

 
Not only were we meeting and making decisions, we also spent our nights with some incredible people. Musical artists 
Dan Nichols and Chana Rothman performed, boosting the celebration of who we are, Jewish teenagers. NFTY as a whole 
has always been shaped by music and to spend the weekend with artists, who speak to us, in our many walks of life and 
represent NFTY, it was simply incredible. 
 
"NFTY Convention provided wonderful opportunities for learning and gathering hundreds of Reform Jewish teens to form 
a Kehillah Kedosha, a holy community.  Not only did it allow me to see Judaism from the perspectives of Jewish teens 
from across North America, but the Muslim-Jewish dialogues also showed how our world is changing and evolving into a 
place we can be proud of," said Missy Goldstein a teen from NFTY Southern Area Region.  
 
Interspersed between a variety of programs and meetings, NFTYites experienced roaming and snapping shots of the 
National Mall, the shock and sadness of the Holocaust Museum, and the National Museum of American History. Our most 
important stop on the trip was probably, however, the one we made to a local temple, where we made up bags of kosher 
meals, through the auspices of the Elijah Foundation. In one day, NFTYites, made 40,000 kosher meals, to be sent to 
New York and feed the hungry. It was unlike anything I’d ever seen. W all got deep into this experience, but in a way 
perhaps only NFTY would; we sang the whole time we worked.  
 
The final stop after our long day of traveling was the Jefferson Memorial. At this point all the separate buses came 
together again--that sea of people, will never stop astounding me. We sang songs, including Shalom Rav, the American 
and Canadian National Anthems and much more. We spoke about the things we had accomplished during that day and 
how much more we wanted to do. We also in true NFTY fashion, went a little crazy. All 700 of us, stood in one group and 
did 5 or 6 takes of a jump-shot, the laughing and giggling that ensued was amazing. 
 
Swaying with leaders, living inspiring moments, learning Torah, teaching values, dancing our hearts out, cheering with our 
very souls--NFTY Convention was an experience that left me craving more and missing many. I am so very grateful for 
the opportunity to represent Temple Sinai and NFTY-TOR at this fantastic and life-changing event.  
 

 

 
 

We gratefully acknowledge these generous gifts. 
 
Shalom From Sinai  
 
In memory of Dorothea Baum, the mother of Kenny Bau m,  

from Elyse Schultz, the Hertz Family, Jeri & Jeff Wolff, Linda & Mitch Buchman, Randy & Cindy Goldman, Jodi 
Karren, Larry Karren & Melissa Heyman 
 

 
In honor of Jeff Schneider’s 60 th birthday  

from Linda & Mike Barrett 

 
In memory her mother, Blanche Cohen,  

From Linda & Mike Barrett 

 
 

Todd Levin Endowment Fund 
 

In honor of Emily Deakins’ birthday, from 
Carol & Stu Levin. 

 
In honor of the Schicker family for helping 
me move to my new office, from Carol Levin. 
 

In honor of a speedy recovery for Al Davis, 
from Carol & Stu Levin.  
 
In honor of a speedy recovery for Tim Clark,  
from Carol & Stu Levin. 
 



Congratulations to Linda Katz on a 
wonderful recovery, from Carol & Stu Levin. 
 

In honor of our new Rabbi Anne Belford, from 
Carol & Stu Levin. 

    
HHHHONORABLE “MENSCH”EN’SONORABLE “MENSCH”EN’SONORABLE “MENSCH”EN’SONORABLE “MENSCH”EN’S    

    
In this space we will In this space we will In this space we will In this space we will recognize therecognize therecognize therecognize the  “mensches” who have performed some mitzvah for the   “mensches” who have performed some mitzvah for the   “mensches” who have performed some mitzvah for the   “mensches” who have performed some mitzvah for the 
synagogue or one of its members during the past month. If we inadvertently missed you or synagogue or one of its members during the past month. If we inadvertently missed you or synagogue or one of its members during the past month. If we inadvertently missed you or synagogue or one of its members during the past month. If we inadvertently missed you or 
another “mensch”, let us know! another “mensch”, let us know! another “mensch”, let us know! another “mensch”, let us know!     
    
Thank you to Denise Friefeld and Diane Swan who drove our students to the Holocaust Museum. 
 
Thank you to Kim Miller, AnnDee Wood, Angie Matyukov, Frances Aaronson, Mark Gillick, Denise Friefeld, Joyce Word 
and anyone else who baked delicious Hamantaschen for all of us to enjoy. 
 
Thank you to our teachers Ms. Diane Adler and Ms. Karen Kessler and their students who acted out a fun for all Purim 
play. 
  
Thank you to all the parents who drove our students to experience making a Matzah. 
 
Thank you to Marc Boin and Brotherhood, and Joan Rich and Sisterhood who support the school with Mitzvah projects. 
 
Thanks to Tommy Westall and David Whipple for helping to fix the oven door.  It is always great when members pitch in 
and help! 
 
Many thanks to Norm Berlat for all of his coordination of our blood drives. 
 
Many thanks to Michael Burg for his coordination of the Habitat for Humanity project. 
 
Many thanks to Roger Rochman for all of his coordination of the Brotherhood Astros events. 
 
 
 
 

Thank you to the following people for sponThank you to the following people for sponThank you to the following people for sponThank you to the following people for sponsoring Shabbat Onegs:soring Shabbat Onegs:soring Shabbat Onegs:soring Shabbat Onegs:    
 
Suzanne & Ian Crawford in honor of Emily’s Bat Mitzvah 

Louis Tenenbaum in memory of Benjamin Tenenbaum 

Bob Horowitz in memory of Luzer Horowitz 

Paul Michael & Maria Korn-Michael in honor of Vera & George Korn’s anniversary 

Karen Greenspan in memory of her parents, Fay & Alex Greenspan 
 
Note : If you would like to host an Oneg Shabbat, please call Cindy in the Temple 
 
Office 
 
 
 
 
 
    



Temple Sinai – April 2009 
 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
29 

 
30 

 
31 

 
 1 

6:45 PM Hebrew & 
Confirmation (Sanctuary, 
Rooms 1, 2, 4 and 7) 
6:45 PM Post Confirmation 
(Room 10-11) 
 

 2 

 
 3 

Garrett Stevenson Bar 
Mitzvah (Sanctuary) 
Board Rep: Diane Adler 
7:15 PM Kabbalat 
Shabbat Singing 
(Sanctuary) 
7:30 PM Shabbat 
Services (Sanctuary) 

 4 

7:30AM 
Walk Like MADD 
 
Garrett Stevenson Bar 
Mitzvah (Sanctuary) 
Board Rep: Joan Rich 
10:30 AM  
 
 

 5 

9:00 AM RS Haroset Tasting (Sanctuary) 
9:00 AM Ktantanim Class 
9:00 AM Blood Drive 
9:00 AM Religious School (Rooms 1-9) 
10:30 AM Brotherhood Meeting (Library) 
10:30 AM Adult Hebrew I (Room 7) 
10:45 AM (Re) Introduction To Judaism 
(Room 8) 
1:00 PM TeSTY Chocolate Seder (Room 
10-11) 

 6 

 
 7 

 
 8 

No Hebrew School (Passover) 
Erev Passover (First Night 
Seder) 
 

 9 

Passover (2nd Night 
Seder - Office Closed) 
Office Closed For 1st Day 
of Passover 
6:00 PM 2nd Night Seder 
(Sanctuary) 
 

 10 

Board Rep: Frank 
Weber 
7:15 PM Kabbalat 
Shabbat Singing 
(Sanctuary) 
7:30 PM Shabbat 
Services (Sanctuary) 
 

 11 

Board Rep: Marc Boin 
9:00 AM Matzah Brie 
Breakfast (Room 10-11) 
10:30 AM Shabbat 
Morning Services 
(Sanctuary) 
 

 12 

No Religious School - Passover 
 

 13 

 
 14 

 
 15 

Last Day Of Passover/Office &  
School Closed 
No Hebrew  

 16 

7:30 PM Board Meeting 
(Room 10-11) 
 

 17 

Marisa Wood Bat 
Mitzvah 
Board Rep: Karen 
Westall 
7:15 PM Kabbalat 
Shabbat Singing 
(Sanctuary) 
7:30 PM Shabbat 
Services (Sanctuary) 
Spring Kallah @ GFC 

 18 

Board Rep: Diane 
Statham 
10:30 AM Marisa Wood 
Bat Mitzvah 
(Sanctuary) 
Spring Kallah @ GFC 
 
 

 19 

Spring Kallah @ GFC 
9:00 AM Religious School (Rooms 1-9) 
10:30 AM Adult Hebrew I (Room 7) 
10:45 AM (Re) Introduction To Judaism 
(Room 8) 
 

 20 

7:00 PM 
NCJW 
Meeting 
 

 21 

Yom Ha'Shoah 
 

 22 

6:45 PM Post Confirmation 
(Room 10-11) 
6:45 PM Hebrew & 
Confirmation (Sanctuary, 
Rooms 1, 2, 4 and 7) 
 

 23 

6:30 PM Exploring the 
World of 
(Un)Employment (Room 
10-11) 
 

 24 

Adriano De Souza Bar 
Mitzvah 
Board Rep: Emily 
Deakins 
7:15 PM Kabbalat 
Shabbat Singing 
(Sanctuary) 
7:30 PM Services 

 25 

8:00am 
Brotherhood 
Habitat for Humanity 
10:30 AM Adriano De 
Souza Bar Mitzvah 
(Sanctuary) 
Board Rep: TBA 
 

 26 

Yom Ha'Atzmaot Celebration 
9:00 AM Ktantanim Class 
9:00 AM Religious School (Rooms 1-9) 
10:30 AM Adult Hebrew I (Room 7) 
10:45 AM (Re) Introduction To Judaism 
(Room 8) 
1:00 PM Annual Congregational 
Meeting (Sanctuary) 

 27 

 
 28 

 
 29 

Yom Ha'Atzmaot 
6:45 PM Hebrew & 
Confirmation (Sanctuary, 
Rooms 1, 2, 4 and 7) 
 

 30 

 
1 

 
2 

 


