
  

 

 

 

 

  
TTeemmppllee  SSiinnaaii  iiss  TTuurrnniinngg  3300!!!!  
  
AAnndd  tthhee  CCeelleebbrraattiioonn  CCoonnttiinnuueess  aass    
OOuurr  CCoonnggrreeggaattiioonn  AApppprroovveess    
NNeeww  RRaabbbbii  
 
On Monday, February 16, after an extensive search to find a new rabbi, the 
Rabbi Search Committee was pleased to introduce Rabbi Anne Belford to 
the congregation. The Board of Trustees approved the choice on February 
19, and the Congregation met on February 26 to grant its approval. 
 
For the past five years, Rabbi Belford has been an Associate Rabbi at 
Congregation Shaare Emeth in St. Louis and is now looking forward to 
returning to Texas. Ironically, her first rabbinic related position was as an 
intern at Temple Mount Sinai in her native El Paso. 
 
Rabbi Annie sums it up this way: 
“Simply put, I love Judaism.  I love its rituals, its teachings, its 

foundations.  I love that it invites me to struggle with what it offers.  I 

love that it places community, and our connections to one another, 

at the forefront of our lives.   This love and enthusiasm infuses 

every aspect of my rabbinate.  I am grateful for the opportunity to 

serve God this way, and to serve the Jewish community.”   
 

 
DID YOU KNOW THAT . . . 
 

The word “Purim” means lots.  Haman drew lots to de termine which 
date to kill the Jews.  But we have turned that aro und so that Purim 
means lots of fun.

TTThhheee   SSShhhooofffaaarrr               
TTTeeemmmpppllleee   SSSiiinnnaaaiii   
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Friday Night Schedule 

7:15 p.m.  Kabbalat Shabbat 

Singing  

7:30 p.m.  Shabbat Service  

 

 

March Events 
 

Sunday, March 1, 5:00p.m. 

Let It Shine from ‘79Dinner, 

Dance Gala 

 

Friday, March 6, 7:15p.m. 

Saturday, March 7, 10:30am. 

Emily Crawford Bat Mitzvah 

 

Monday, March 9 Purim Service 

6:00 p.m.  Picnic Dinner 

6:45 p.m. Costume Parade 

7:00 p.m. Megillah Reading 

 

Sunday, March 15-22,  

Religious and Hebrew School 

Spring Break 

 

Friday, March 27,  

Open Dor Shabbat Services 

6:00 p.m.  Tot Shabbat  

6:30 p.m.  Picnic Dinner 

7:15 p.m.  Kabbalat Shabbat 

Singing 

7:30 p.m.  Shabbat Services  

 

Tuesday, March 31, 6:30p.m. 

Sisterhood Women’s Seder 

 

Read the sections below for 

more details. 

 

Congregational Purim Celebration 
Monday, March 9, 6:00pm, in the Sanctuary 

6:00 p.m.  Picnic Dinner 

6:45 p.m. Costume Parade 

7:00 p.m. Megillah Reading 

 



Rabbi’s Message – Barry Diamond  

Purim: Serious Fun 

One humorist described all Jewish holidays as containing three necessary 
elements: “Our enemies tried to kill us; they failed; let’s eat.”   

In many ways, Purim embodies this narrative, with its powerful story of near 
destruction and, of course, Hamentashen, those delicious triangle-shaped 
cookies filled with prune, poppy seed or chocolate.  Purim is celebrated through 
the retelling of our prevailing over the despotic Haman as told in the Book of 
Esther, dressing up in masks and costumes, and consuming a fair bit of alcohol.  
For most Jews, the tradition of binge drinking is no longer a central element of 
Purim celebrations; however, the idea of dressing up in masks and costumes is 
still widely practiced.  

The beauty of the Purim mask as a symbol of Purim is that the brash exuberance displayed on the outside 
of the mask belies the seriousness that lies underneath.  Purim can be raucous, rambunctious, and often 
downright fun.  And so is our Temple Sinai Purim celebration on Monday, March 9th.  But Purim asks an 
underlying question.  Is it good to live outside of the Land of Israel where Jews like Esther hide their Jewish 
identity, where we are attacked by wicked men such as Haman, and we survive by luck and the 
benevolence of foolish leaders?  The Book of Esther begs us to think about what it means to be a Jew living 
in a non-Jewish country.   In a time honored Jewish tradition from the Marx Brothers to Lenny Bruce and 
Jerry Seinfeld, the Book of Esther uses sarcasm and parody to make its point. 

What lessons should we draw from its words and from the holiday the book has spawn?   

First, living in Israel provides a certain amount of autonomy for the Jewish people to make our own 
decisions, although, that does not mean that our destiny is wholly in our own hands.   

Second, our survival is still influenced by others’ governments and people, including evil Hamanesque 
leaders who ironically still live in modern day Persia (Iran).  As Jews we must focus on developing and 
maintaining our relationship with the non-Jewish nations of the world, as did Mordecai and Esther.   

Third, we should continue to celebrate our lives and freedom every moment we are able.  There is an ironic 
freedom to realizing that our world is forever perilous.  It is the same type of freedom that we experience 
when we realize that our lives on this earth are limited.  This insight bids us to live prudently, but live well.  
Don the masks of celebration and rejoice that today we are free.  

Join us as we celebrate the Jewish delivery in Shushan and our own freedom that we enjoy today.   

Happy Purim 

Rabbi Barry Diamond 

The University of Houston Law Center and Anti-Defamation League—Southwest Region present 

“Evolution, Intelligent Design and Religion in the Schools” 
 

Friday, March 27, 2009 

10:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 

 

University of Houston Law Center 

KROST HALL • 4800 Calhoun • Entrance 19 

 

Free and Open to the Public 

This program analyzes the ever-controversial 

topic of teaching evolution in the public 

schools, and continuing efforts to require that 

the science curriculum include teaching about 

creationism, intelligent design, or the "strengths 

and weaknesses" of the theory of evolution. 

 

Dean Erwin Chemerinsky will analyze the topic from a constitutional law perspective. 

Judge John E. Jones III, who presided over a six-week trial on this highly-charged issue in the case 

of Kitzmiller v. Dover Area Sch. Dist., will address the importance of an independent judiciary. 

 

Questions and RSVPs to Jodi Bernstein, jodi.bernstein@adl.org. 

 

 



President’s Message – Karen Westall  

Showing Our Appreciation  

Spring is clearly my favorite time of congregational life. We have many 
celebrations and holidays, times of joy to engage in our renewed sense of 
community. Please join us for all of these simchas! 
 
At the time I submit this article for publication, we have not yet conducted a 
congregational meeting to decide on our next rabbi, but I am hopeful that by the 
time you are reading this, the decision has been made. It has been a long 
fourteen month journey, led by some intrepid and dedicated volunteers, who have 
devoted their time and energy for the future wellbeing of this congregation. I’m 
talking, of course, about the Rabbi Search Committee, which has worked 

tirelessly reviewing resumes, conducting interviews, checking references, conducting more interviews, and 
orchestrating visits for the candidates here and in the candidates’ own congregations. The committee 
developed a process which was rigorous and equitable. Throughout the process, they stayed consistent 
with our congregation’s values and ethics, and maintained a sense of dignity and good humor – a 
remarkable feat. I want to thank them for their gift to this congregation: David Simon (chair), Diane Adler, 
Robin Converse, Emily Deakins, Ron Grabois, Sandy Herman, Carol Levin, Ellen Neuwirth-Hirsch, Roger 
Rochman,  David Schwam, Jackie Schicker,  and Barb Shepard, Frank Weber  and  Stu Levin (advisors).  
Please thank these volunteers when you see them for their outstanding dedication to this congregation’s 
future. 
 
Also, as I write this, the 70’s event is about to take place. I want to thank Marla Hansel and her fundraising 
committee for a wonderful event, full of food, music, fund, and great auction items. This is only the 
beginning of our celebration of 30 years as a congregation. Check out the Honorable Menschen’s, where 
you will see the list of wonderful volunteers who helped Marla cause this event to happen!  
 
Since we are an organization run by volunteers, we are all indebted to those who dedicate countless hours 
to provide a spiritual environment that is unmatched in West Houston.  Each year the congregation honors 
a person or couple who, as members, have consistently given of themselves in support of Temple 
Sinai. Please take a few moments to nominate one such person or couple for the Rabbi Howard Rabinowitz 
Benefactors' Award.  Please provide a few sentences describing the accomplishments of your nominee and 
why they deserve to be chosen as this year's honoree.  You may submit your confidential nomination by 
hard copy or email to Cindy Crump at the Temple office (admin@temple-sinai.org).  Nominations should be 
submitted no later than March 10, 2009..  

Listed below are previous Benefactor recipients: 

Ellen and Howard Neuwirth-Hirsch 
Betty and Gil Sichel 
Diane Adler 
Dottie and Bob Davis 
Joan and Harvey Rich 
Karen Westall 

Sheila & Mal Sokol 
Ian Crawford 
Karen Greenspan 
Ann & Eric Riley 
Debbie & David Simon 

 
We will announce the recipient(s), in whose honor a contribution will be made by the Board to the 
Benefactor Fund, and we will have an appropriate Shabbat celebration to honor this individual/couple later 
in the spring.  
 
In fact, the spring promises to be an exciting time for us at Temple Sinai, with many opportunities to 
celebrate those who make our congregation such a special place. Join us for these celebrations, and let our 
congregation shine in ’09! 
 
B’Shalom, 
 

Karen 



Ritual – Carol Levin  

We are excited to announce another Open Dor 
Shabbat Service on Friday, March 27 .  Please 
join us for this multi-generational event. 

 
6:00 PM Tot Shabbat  

6:30 PM Picnic Dinner  

7:15 PM Kabbalat Shabbat 
Singing  

7:30 PM Shabbat Services  

 

SinaiVision/Long Range 

Planning – Emily Deakins 

We are looking forward to working with our 
Temple committees to further goals & objectives 

laid out in the 
SinaiVision Plan.  We 
are planning to hold a 
Temple-wide Committee 
Day (or evening) where 
committees can work 
alongside each other to 
discuss priorities and 
action plans for the 2009 

- 2010 period.  This is a great opportunity for you 
to get more involved in an area of temple life of 
interest to you.   For further details, please 
contact Robin Converse.     

 

Religious School News - Rina Mesarwi and Pam Shaffer 

A broad definition of the word community is a 
group of interacting people who share common 
geographical location and common values.  On 
Tu Bi’Shevat, Temple Sinai showed what a great 
community we are with our special Seder.  This 
detailed and intense project requires many 
working hands to bring it to life.  For the last eight 
years we did it.  Our community comes together 
to make it happen.  Teachers, students, parents, 
temple members, Education Committee 
Members, Brotherhood and Sisterhood, all 
worked hard to accomplish this event.  With the 
creativity of Rabbi Diamond and our Gesher 
students, all who participated had a great time 
celebrating this unique holiday.   

Rabbi Amy Weiss met with parents and is 
meeting with students of Gesher and Post 
Confirmation speaking on Teen Sexuality.  These 
sessions are informative and help students to 
deal with many issues. 

Our post Confirmation Class visited a church in 
Katy and a mosque in downtown, as part the 
students’ program and Community of Respect 
with ADL.  The visits were attended by many 
parents as well, and we are planning to host 
these communities’ youth groups on March 27 
when we do the Open Dor service again. 

The students of 7th grade visit the Holocaust 
Museum each year, and this year was not 
different as this is an important part of their 
curriculum.   

Each of our classes created an item for the “LET 
IT SHINE EVENT” which will be auctioned at that 
time.  Our teachers and students worked hard to 
produce these items which show imagination and 
love for Temple Sinai. 

In March : 

1st  Rabbi Amy Weiss meets with Gesher 
students speaking on Teen Sexuality 

4th  Rabbi Amy Weiss continue her 
discussion with Post Confirmation 

8th  Purim Celebration for Religious School, 
9:45 for Students and Parents 

15th – 22nd  No School- Spring Break 

25th  Post Confirmation 

29th  Breakfast with the Rabbi 7th Grade – 
Students and Parents 

29th  Matzah Factory Field Trip for students of 
3 years old – 2nd grade

 



Sisterhood – Joan Rich 

Last month things were slow, but in March things are heating up. 
  
March 9, Purim 

Sisterhood provides the Oneg for Purim including 
making the Hamentashen. 
  

March 14, Deli and a Movie Night with 
Brotherhood 

Brotherhood will show the movie Cast a Giant 
Shadow, the story of Mickey Marcus, the 
American Army officer who helped organize the 
Israeli Army prior to Israeli independence in 
1948.  Sisterhood will organize a deli dinner of 
corned beef , coleslaw, potato salad and lots of 
snacks and drinks.  A charge of $11.00 for deli, 
drinks, snacks and popcorn should cover the 
cost.  Tuna salad will be 
offered for those that don't eat 
beef.  A flyer will go out to sign 
up and pay. We hope kids 
home on spring break will 
come with their parents and 
enjoy this film so important to 
our history and still so relevant 
to current events. 

March 24, Rosh Chodesh 

This favorite event will be held at Linda Farber's 
house.  Please call the hostess for time and what 
you can bring for dinner. 

March 31, Women's Seder 

Everyone brings a dish which will become part of 
the recipe exchange.  This event is a chance for 
the women of our congregation to celebrate 
Pesach thru a female perspective. A flyer will 
come out on this. 

April 9, Second Night Seder 

This is your chance to show off cooking skills, 
your mom's favorite dish, or organizing skills. We 
need men and women to cook, set up platters, 
set up tables, and clean up. The menu consists of 
gefilte fish salad plate, matzo ball soup, turkey 
and brisket, a vegetable. Sisterhood buys the 
food and gives them out to our team of cooks. 
We need a team of 6 or more to set up and 
serve  and a equal number to clean up and put 
away. A flyer will go out to sign up to help and 
RSVP. 

 
CELEBRATE PASSOVER WITH YOUR TEMPLE SINAI FAMILY 

Join us for Passover Second Night Seder 
April 9, 2009 at 6:30 PM 

  
Name_________________________________ 

Phone Number _________________________ 

# of adults           ________@ $16 each =    _________ 

# of kids 7-12      ________@   $10 each =    _________ 

# of kids 4-6        ________@   $7 each =    _________ 

# of kids 0-3        ________ @ Free 

Check Number    ________     Total =        _________ 

Please make your checks payable to Temple Sinai Sis terhood, and return 

your reservation form and check to the Temple by Ap ril 7 th  

It takes a lot of effort to make the Seder, and I want to help.   
Please call Joan Rich.       __Yes    ___No 



Senior Sisters 

SENIOR SISTERS will meet Wednesday, March 
11th.  Betty Sichel is hostess and will provide 
dessert and a topic to be announced.  Call Estelle 
Weissburg for more information. Note there will 
be no April meeting due to first Seder that 
evening. 

Invitations  

If you have a Special Simcha coming 
up, we have the latest books 
available. 
In addition to our wedding books, Bar 
and Bat Mitzvah books, and “Save the 
Date” books, we now have new books 
which include wedding and baby 
showers, baby announcements, and parties. Call 
Marla Lantz, the Sisterhood Invitations Sales 
Representative.  
 

Shalom Yeladim   

Sponsored by Sisterhood with no fee, but snacks 
and drinks are provided.  It is fun learning about 
all of the Jewish holidays through songs, games 
and simple crafts.  Infants through 2- year-
olds can come with any adult--parents, 
grandparents, aunts and uncles, 
are all welcome!    
 

Brotherhood – Marc Boin 

The Brotherhood is continuing along at our 
normal slow and methodical pace. 

Spaghetti Dinner 
We were pleased to host our annual Spaghetti 
Dinner on Friday, January 16th, in conjunction 
with the Open D’Or Service and the New Member 
Shabbat. The meal was a huge success. We fed 
a total of about 140 congregants this year, of 
which over 20 were new or prospective members. 
Everyone in attendance had more than enough to 
eat, and all agreed that the food was delicious. 
Many thanks to everyone that participated, and a 
special thanks to our cook, Matt DeZalia, for the 
delicious spaghetti sauce, as well as to Spencer 
Marmelstein for making all of the coordination. 

Tu B’shvat Seder 
Several of our members helped to set up and 
break down all of the tables and chairs for the Tu 
B’shvat seder on February 8th. With the terrific 
support that we received, each activity was 
completed in less than an hour, and the 
sanctuary was completely returned to its normal 
seating arrangement. Great hustle made for a 
great job!  Good job to everyone that helped. 

Investigative Reporter 
Joel Eisenbaum, an investigative reporter with 
KPRC (Channel 2) will be the guest speaker at 
our March 1st meeting. Joel has initiated a nightly 
report which he calls the Wheel of Justice, 
designed to increase public awareness and to 
apprehend scores of dangerous criminals in our 
community. The presentation will begin at 11 am 
in the Temple Library. Joel’s talk should prove to 
be extremely interesting and educational. As 
usual, all congregants are welcome and are 
encouraged to attend. 

Rockets Game 
Plans are underway for several of our members 
to attend the Rockets game on Sunday, February 
22nd, when we will play and defeat the Charlotte 
Bobcats. Many thanks to Harvey Merfish for 
obtaining the complimentary tickets for us. 

Night at the Movies 
In conjunction with the Sisterhood, we will be 
hosting a Night at the Movies on Saturday, March 
14th. The is the first Saturday of Spring Break, 
designed to attract our returning college students 
and our local kids to come enjoy an evening 
together. We will be featuring Cast A Giant 
Shadow, the story of Mickey Marcus, who was 
the Jewish American Army officer that helped to 
organize the Israeli Army just prior to Israel’s 
independence in 1948. The film features such 
stars as Kirk Douglas, John Wayne, Frank 
Sinatra, Yul Brynner, and Angie Dickinson. Plenty 
of refreshments and fellowship will be on hand. 
All congregants are welcome. 

Houston Bar Association 
We will be working with the Houston 
Bar Association in April or May to build 
another house for the Habitat For Humanity. The 
Brotherhood plans to provide T-shirts for all 
participating congregants. Each individual will be 
rewarded by an incredible sense of 
accomplishment and community service in 
performing this mitzvah. Details will be published 
as they become available. 

Art Auction 
We plan to host an Art Auction during the 
September/October 2009 timeframe. Many 
beautiful works will be available at bargain prices. 
Our choice of auction houses will be based on 
the one that can best emphasize Judaica. 
Michael Burg has graciously agreed to chair this 
project. Stay tuned for more details. 



ORDER YOUR TICKETS NOW 

Temple Sinai brotherhood and Broadway Across America 
Invite you to see the star of the London production 

And the academy award winning film 
Topol as tevye 

Fiddler on the roof 
Hobby center, 2:00pm, Sunday, May 31 

Reservations will need to be secured no later than March 29th. 
 Contact Marc Boin for information. 

    

Social Action – Jill Gentsch  

Jewish Family Service is pleased to announce 
that the Union for Reform Judaism has given a 
grant of $12,000 to JFS for Hurricane Ike relief in 
the Houston and coastal areas.  These funds 
were collected from members of over 900 Reform 
Jewish congregations in North America and given 
through the auspices of a review committee 
headed by Rabbi Marla Feldman, Director, 
Commission on Social Action of Reform Judaism, 
of the Union for Reform Judaism. JFS, who has 
special case managers in both Houston and the 
coastal area who are working with families most 
impacted by Hurricane Ike, will use these much 
needed and appreciated funds for financial aid, 
home repair and emergency basic needs for 
those still dealing with the destruction caused by 
the hurricane.  

Please share this wonderful news with the 
congregations of Houston who are 
part of the Union for Reform 
Judaism. We are so grateful for 
the support. 

Rachel W. Davis 
Director of Development 
Jewish Family Service of Houston 

Membership – Spencer 

Marmelstein       

As people continue to provide names for 
membership, please also include an email 
address. 

As always the success of membership is based 
upon the referrals we receive from the current 
members of the congregation. If anyone has any 
suggestions or feedback for membership, please 
e-mail Spencer.  

 

Adult Education – Susan 

Berger 

Our final class of the year will be a lecture on the 
Sandwich Generation, how to deal with being 
caught between children and elderly parents.  
The exact date and time will be 
announced. 

 

Youth Group – 

Ashley Waronoff 

Hello from TeSTY! 

We’ve been doing excellent this year, planning 
new and original events for everyone to enjoy. 
First off, we will be helping out at the “Big Event” 
on March 1st.  We’ll be babysitting all youngsters 
from 5-8, playing fun and exciting games while 
the adults have an evening to ourselves. 

On March 7th, we have scheduled a Karaoke and 
Rockband for TeSTY youth group members to 
rock out on, starting from 6 to 9 at the Temple.  
It’ll be fun, so mark your calendars. 

TeSTY has been working hard this year, trying to 
attend as many NFTY-TOR events as possible.  
We’ve worked on some great events and planned 
some new and exciting things for the remainder 
of this year.   

We’re pleased to announce that the RCVP for 
NFTY-TOR is Jackie Schicker.  She’s very 
excited about her new position on a higher board, 
and Mae Shaffer has replaced her as RSVP.  
Good luck, Mae! 

In February, Jackie Schicker attend the NFTY 
National convention in Washington DC, and our 
adviser Andrew Rochman attended the Youth 
Workers Conference at the same time. 



TeSTY continued 
Junior youth group retreat is will be March 13-
15th at Greene Family Camp.  Please contact 
Andrew if you are interested in going. 

See you next month!  I’ll be sure to keep you 
updated. 

Ashley Waronoff 

TeSTY’s Corresponding Vice President 

 
 

 
 

We gratefully acknowledge these generous gifts. 
 

 

Shalom From Sinai  

In memory of Dorothea Baum, the mother of 
Kenny Baum,  

from Elissa Sanders, the Rich Family, 
Joe Sterman, Michael & Bonni Schwartz, 
Joanne & Ken Einhorn, Gail & Mark 
Folloder, the Carnes Family, the Denn 
Family, Todd & Carol Malejan, and Lori & 
David Schwartz 

In memory of my mother, Peggy Matthews, on 
the anniversary of her yahrzeit  

from Jill Gentsch 
Wishing Susan Berger a speedy recovery  

from Jill Gentsch, Phyllis & Jeff 
Schneider, and the Rich Family 

Wishing Tim Clark a speedy recovery  
from Jill Gentsch, and the Rich Family 

In honor of the Bar Mitzvah of Herschel Levin  
from Norma Belkin 

In memory of Lori Boin’s mother, Harriett 
Kaplan,  

from Susan Markowitz, the Rich Family, 
Phyllis & Jeff Schneider, Susan & Irving 
Berger, Linda & Marvin Katz, and Debbie 
& David Simon 

Wishing Dave Hoffman a quick recovery 
from the Crawford Family, Linda & 
Marvin Katz, Jill Gentsch, the Hoover 
Family, the Garner Family, the Detke 
Family, the Rubin Family, the Sichel 
Family, the Schicker Family, the McIntyre 
Family, the Janssen Family, and the 
Levin Family 

In memory of Betty Berger  
from the Simon Family 

In memory of Herbert Meyer  
from the Simon Family 

In memory of Irving Rubinstein  
from the Simon Family 

Wishing Linda Katz a speedy recovery  
from Debbie & David Simon, and Phyllis 
& Jeff Schneider 

In honor of Jeff Schneider’s 60 th birthday  
from Phyllis Schneider 

In memory of Debbie Simon’s sister, Sheryl 
Fishman,  

from Deedee and David Ostfeld 

 

Ruth Lax Mitchell 

Scholarship Fund  

In memory of Ruth Mitchell  
from Betty & Gil Sichel 

►►In memory of Lori Boin’s mother, Harriett 
Kaplan,  

from Betty & Gil Sichel 

 

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund  

In appreciation of Rabbi Diamond  
from the Boin Family. 

    



    

HONORABLE “MENSCH”EN’S 

In this space we will recognize  the  “mensches” wh o have performed some mitzvah for the 
synagogue or one of its members during the past mon th. If we inadvertently missed you or another 
“mensch”, let us know!  
 
Thank You to Emily Deakins from her students 
for the Hebrew Reading Crash Course which she 
so well taught us. 

Thanks to all of the Brotherhood members that 
made the Spaghetti Dinner so enjoyable.  They 
include (in no particular order) Bob 
Horowitz, Michael Burg, Barry Hertz, Roger 
Rochman, Kevin Hansel, David Whipple, Terry 
Treistman, and Marc Boin, among many others 
who worked behind the scenes.  Their combined 
efforts helped to make the evening a huge 
success. 

The tables and chairs for the Tu B’shvat seder 
were set up and broken down by several 
members of the Brotherhood.  Each task was 
finished in record time to high standards.  
Participants included Marc Boin, Ralph Gardner, 
Howard Gerber, Barry Hertz, Terry Treistman, 
Tommy Westall, David Whipple, and Paul Wood.  
In addition, we got a great deal of help from Sean 
Greenberg and Hershel Levin.  Thanks for all the 
hard work! 

The family of Lori and Marc Boin would like to 
extend a very hearty thank you to Rabbi Barry 
Diamond for the beautiful funeral and Shiva 
services he conducted in honor of Lori's mother, 
Harriett.  After only meeting her briefly, Rabbi 
Diamond was able to create a synopsis of her life 
that touched all in attendance such that each 
person felt they knew Harriett personally.  
Several of Lori's family were deeply moved by the 
emotions elicited from his speech.  Rabbi 
Diamond went above and beyond his normal 
rabbinic duties to create an experience that was 
touching, moving, and sincere.  

Thank you to all who helped with Tu B’shvat:  
teachers, students, parents, Education 
Committee, Brotherhood and Sisterhood. Special 
thanks To Marc Boin, AnnDee Wood, Robin 
Converse, and Carol Levin for all their help and 
coordination of volunteers. 

Thank You to Greta Bernitz who helped our 
teachers to come up with ideas of creating 
special items for the auction.   

Thank You to Fiona Schicker for being our official 
“school photographer”. 



 

Thank you to the following people for sponsoring Shabbat Onegs in 

February: 

Sheila & John Anderson 

Ruth & Ed Stevelman 

Carolsue & Jim Ciaverelli in honor of Jim's Birthday 

Roberta Clay in memory of her parents Freida & Joseph Carp 

Diane Goldberg to thank Emily & Rabbi Diamond for their concern after Hurricane Ike 

Phyllis & Jeff Schneider in honor of Norman Schneider 

The Deakins Family in memory of Isadore Hamlin 

Lee Ann Grossberg in memory of Leah Grossberg 

 
Note: If you would like to host an Oneg Shabbat, please call Cindy in the Temple Office. 



 
Temple Sinai – March 2009 

 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 1 
9:00 AM Religious School (Rooms 1-9) 

10:30 AM Brotherhood Meeting (Library) 
10:30 AM Adult Hebrew I (Room 7) 
10:45 AM Gesher meets with Rabbi Amy Weiss 

(Room 10-11) 
10:45 AM (Re) Introduction To Judaism (Room 8) 

5:00 PM Let It Shine From '79 (Room 10-11, 
Sanctuary) 

 

 2 
 

 3 
 

 4 
6:45 PM Post Confirmation Meets 

With Rabbi Amy Weiss (Room 10-
11) 
6:45 PM Hebrew & Confirmation 

(Sanctuary, Rooms 1, 2, 4 and 7) 
 

 5 
 

 6 
Emily Crawford Bat Mitzvah 

(Sanctuary) 
Board Rep: Nancy Reingold 
7:15 PM Kabbalat Shabbat Singing 

(Sanctuary) 
7:30 PM Shabbat Services 

(Sanctuary) 
 

 7 
Board Rep: Jill Gentsch 

10:30 AM Emily Crawford Bat 
Mitzvah (Sanctuary) 
 

 8 

9:00 AM Religious School (Rooms 1-9) 
9:00 AM Ktantanim Class (Room 9) 
9:45 AM RS Purim Celebration (Sanctuary) 

10:30 AM Adult Hebrew I (Room 7) 
10:45 AM Gesher Meets With Rabbi Amy Weiss 

(Room 10-11) 
10:45 AM (Re) Introduction To Judaism (Room 8) 
12:30 PM Sisterhood Board Meeting (Library) 

 

 9 

7:00 PM 
Purim Service 
(Sanctuary) 

 

 10 

Purim 
 

 11 

12:00 PM Senior Sisters (Library) 
6:45 PM Hebrew & Confirmation 
(Sanctuary, Rooms 1, 2, 4 and 7) 

 

 12 

7:30 PM Board Meeting 
(Room 10-11) 
 

 13 

Board Rep: Susan Berger 
7:15 PM Kabbalat Shabbat Singing 
(Sanctuary) 

7:30 PM Shabbat Services 
(Sanctuary) 

 

 14 

7:00 PM 
 
Brotherhood/ 

Sisterhood Movie/Deli 
Night 

 15 
No Religious School (Spring Break) 
 

 16 
 

 17 
 

 18 
No Hebrew School (Spring Break) 
 

 19 
 

 20 
Board Rep: Spencer Marmelstein 
12:00 PM Caring Committee 

Meeting (Room 3) 
7:15 PM Kabbalat Shabbat Singing 

(Sanctuary) 
7:30 PM Shabbat Services 
(Sanctuary) 

 

 21 
 

 22 

No Religious School (Spring Break) 
9:00 AM Hadassah Mah Jongg Tournament (Room 

10-11) 
 

 23 

 

 24 

 

 25 

6:45 PM Post Confirmation (Room 
10-11) 

6:45 PM Hebrew & Confirmation 
(Sanctuary, Rooms 1, 2, 4 and 7) 
 

 26 

 

 27 

Board Rep: John Wojciak 
Open Dor Shabbat Services 

6:00 PM Tot Shabbat (Sanctuary) 
6:30 PM Picnic Dinner (Room 10-
11) 

7:15 PM Kabbalat Shabbat Singing 
(Sanctuary) 

7:30 PM Shabbat Services 
(Sanctuary) 

 

 28 

 

 29 

8:45 AM Matzah Factory (Chabad) 
9:00 AM Breakfast With The Rabbi 7th Grade (Room 
10-11) 

9:00 AM Ktantanim Class (Room 9) 
9:00 AM Religious School (Rooms 1-9) 

10:30 AM Adult Hebrew I (Room 7) 
10:45 AM (Re) Introduction To Judaism (Room 8) 
 

 30 

 

 31 

6:30 PM 
Women's 
Seder (Room 

10-11) 
 

1 

 

2 

 

3 

 

4 

 

 


