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Temple Sinai is Turning 30!!
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Temple Sinai was founded in June of 1979 by nine families seeking to establish an
organized Jewish presence in West Houston. Our founding Rabbi, Abraham Shaw,
commuted from Austin several times a month to lead services and officiate at 1 2
numerous B’nai Mitzvot. The education of our children was a priority, so a 210
professional Religious School director was hired from the beginning. Temple Sinai 3 0

started in a building at 783 Country Place Drive which was subleased from the

West Houston branch of the Jewish Community Center. In June of 1982, we 4
purchased the building and the JCC moved on to other quarters. On July 4, 2003, 2 4
over 150 members, family, and friends left Country Place to march our four Torahs

to their new home at our current location. Go to our website for more information

about our history.

And We Are Celebrating throughout the Year!

It begins with Temple Sinai being officially recognized on January 16 as a 2008
Community of Respect by the ADL. Please see the SinaiVision article for more
information.

It continues with
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A 70’'s party to celebrate the first 30 years. « O
Sunday, March 1, 5:00 — 8:00 pm at Temple Sinai. v
Dinner, silent auction, live auction, trivia contests, - _
) ) . ead the sections below for
prize for best 70’s attire and merriment. more details.

RSVP by sending your check for $25 per person to the
Temple office.
Admission is $36 per person at the door.
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On February 12, 2009, we will celebrate the birth of two great men who were born the same day
two hundred years ago. Abraham Lincoln and Charles Darwin leave a legacy that we should
study and embrace as our own. Both men, in their own ways, brought together diverse pieces into
a unified whole that continues to improve our world and the lives of each and every person.

Abraham Lincoln presided over the most painful and contentious period of our nation’s history.
His election to office followed decades of contention and initiated the disintegration of our union.
As our country was being torn apart, Lincoln was the preeminent unifier. Having won the election
from three rivals, all of whom had more experience and status than Lincoln, he brought together
the disparate threads of his own party as he tried to weave together the country’s tattered fabric.
Though he was maligned and reviled, in the election and often as president, Abraham Lincoln
constantly sought to stand strong when he needed to, but to forgive, soothe, pardon and embrace
whenever he was able. At the conclusion of the war, he ordered that no Confederate soldier be
put to shame or tried. | can only think how his wise leadership would have brought healing during our country’s painful
reconstruction.

Charles Darwin also initiated a war of sorts, but his was a revolutionary war of ideas. While Lincoln rejected the idea that
white men were somehow superior to blacks, Darwin helped us to see that human beings were not the pinnacles of
creation. In fact, Darwin revealed the truth that we and all life that exists are one. Darwin placed humans on the same
tree of life that is common to every living creature. While in some ways, Evolution knocked human beings off of our
arrogant pedestal, it also gave us the single most powerful insight into life. Without his explanation for how life changes
and adapts, medicine would have remained in the dark ages. We would likely experience even greater shortages of food,
human misery would increase, and life would continue to be tragically short.

As we look to the White House, we can see the descendents of Lincoln’s vision of our country where freedom is extended
to all people regardless of the color of their skin. Even more than ever, we can say with confidence that Lincoln’s dream
is prevailing. The same cannot be said for Darwin’s cause. Evolution, the most powerful of ideas that is the foundation of
all of biology and medicine, is under attack, and today, Texas is the battleground. At this moment, enemies of science are
trying to roll back the clocks to a benighted and dangerous time in our history by lying to our children about the true nature
of science. During this month, we not only celebrate Lincoln’s birthday but also Darwin Day. | urge you to join in
celebrating the gifts that Darwin brought us through the explanation of Evolution.

We will celebrate Darwin Day on Friday, February 13, 2009. However you can learn more about Houston’s Darwin Day
celebrations at www.Darwin2009Houston.org. You can join the effort to keep science in our Texas schools by going to

the Texas Freedom Network at www.TFN.org
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| only use the Temple twice a year, so | shouldn't have to pay as much.”
“l don't have any children in the school! Why should | have to pay to subsidize the school?”
“Why doesn’t the synagogue subsidize more of the school so young families with children aren’t so
heavily burdened with religious school fees?”
“Why do we need fundraisers? What are my dues for?”

Oy! Money is a difficult topic, particularly when it comes to the synagogue, because it's so hard to
put a price on what it yields, as the benefits are often intangible. Investments, as we know, are
dicey, but an investment in your synagogue, whether time or money, yields dividends beyond
services rendered. Judaism is not a religion where we expect tangible “quid pro quo” for our
contributions. The synagogue is unique - unlike most businesses, we provide a building, a school,
and services to everyone, regardless of ability to pay, regardless of who needs them or how often. The synagogue is a
living being, a symbiotic organism which gives and takes, and our members create the necessary balance, as in nature.
We pay a mortgage and utilities on the building, regardless of whether a member enters it only on the High Holy days, or
every Shabbat. Our rabbi is here for all — even if you don’t come often, he is there for you in times of need. Our school is
here for families with children, but it benefits all of us by making this congregation a vibrant community. We do not turn
away anyone wishing to be a member, regardless of their ability to pay. Those who can pay more, do so to offset the
costs of those members who cannot pay. The vision of our synagogue is to preserve the future of Judaism on the west




side of Houston and provide Jewish educational, social, and spiritual growth for all of Temple Sinai’'s members, To be
consistent with that goal, we must welcome all, and we must find ways to fund the services we provide.

Every year the Board of Trustees and the congregation approve a budget, based on our best projections of the revenues
and expenses to be incurred the next year. We count on the dues pledges and contributions committed to be there. We
count on the fundraising revenue. We save as much as possible on expenses, but ultimately, the congregation must pay
for us to provide services and programs, to meet the needs of all our congregants. It is therefore important for all
congregants to honor their current dues and building commitments, as well as our fundraising efforts.

We are on the cusp of our 30" anniversary — 30 years in which this synagogue has seen remarkable growth and stability.
As we prepare to embark on our next 30 years, let us ensure the legacy of those brought us to this point, and meet the

needs of those yet to come, by investing in ensuring our congregation’s great future, for the benefit of all who wish to
worship, to socialize, to learn, and to grow.

B’Shalom
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Mazel Tov to Thea Goldin and Linda Farber on their conversions.

We will have a Shabbat service and luncheon on February 7th at 10:30 a.m. Come join us, meet new friends, and learn
more about Torah. In addition to lunch, there will be food for thought from Rabbi Diamond
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When teens do a Mitzvah project, enjoy it, talk about it and ready to do more, it tells a great deal about

our kids. The students of 8" and 9" grades visited LBJ hospital and donated winter accessories for homeless patients.
They toured the hospital and were touched by what they saw. This is just one of several Mitzvah projects that our
students do every year. This will continue to be an important part of our tradition at Temple Sinai Religious School with
great help from our teachers.

On February 8™ at 10:00 we will celebrate Tu Bi’ Shevat in the same way we have done for so many years. All temple
members are invited to enjoy a lovely service and lunch afterward. Each year we plant a tree on our grounds, which is
typical to what grows in Israel.

On February 15 the Houston Jewish Community will engage in a day of learning during Yom Limmud. Many opportunities
for great classes will be available, and we recommend that you take advantage of it. This year it takes place at
Congregation Beth Yeshurun, 4525 Beechnut. Child care is provided for anyone who needs it. Registration forms can be
found on the table next to the sanctuary, or you may call the Bureau of Jewish Education at 713-729-7000 for more
details.

As you are sending registration forms to GFC or any other camp for your child, please remember that some scholarships
are available at temple and also from other sources. Please call Rina for applications and information.

In February:

1 — Rabbi continues teaching his adult class on prayer, 9:00-10:30

4 — Field Trip for Post Confirmation

8 — Tu Bi'Shevat Seder for All Temple Members, 10:00-12:00

15 — Yom Limmud Houston Community Day of Learning, Congregation Beth Yeshurun, 4525 Beechnut, No classes at
Temple Sinai

18 — Post Confirmation

21 — 22 Gesher Lock In at Congregation Beth El, Saturday 5:00 pm to Sunday 8:30 am

22 — No Gesher Classes

22 — Breakfast with the Rabbi, for Parents Only, K'tantanim, Pre K, K
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Please mark your calendars for these Upcoming Events:

Monday, March 9, Purim, Sisterhood organizes Hamantaschen for the Purim Oneg. To show off your baking skills,
email me to volunteer.

Thursday March 26, 6:30pm, Women's Seder

Thursday, April 9, Second Night Seder, Sisterhood needs a Chair or Co-Chairs along with cooks, set up and clean up
crews. This is always an event that families enjoy.

Ongoing events:

Sundays, 3pm, Women's Torah Study Group at Panera Bread on Hwy 6 South. Contact the temple office for more
information.

We are still taking donations for the Flo Lipp and Irwin Rosenbaum Memorial plaques. Please send them to the
attention of Joan Rich at the Temple.



We still have the Sis- Bro Raffle for the $650 gift card from Moody Gardens. Tickets are $5 each or 3 for $10.
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Senior Sisters will meet at noon on February 11" in the Temple library. Shirl Kamish will be hostess and bring dessert.
Please join us and bring your brown bag lunch.

9

If you have a Special Simcha coming up, we have the latest books available.

In addition to our wedding books, Bar and Bat Mitzvah books, and “Save the Date” books, we now
have new books which include wedding and baby showers, baby announcements, and parties. Call
Marla Lantz, the Sisterhood Invitations Sales Representative.

2 &2 Sponsored by Sisterhood with no fee, but snacks and drinks are provided. It is fun learning about
all of the Jewish holidays through songs, games and simple crafts. Infants through 2- year-olds can come with any adult--
parents, grandparents, aunts and uncles, are all welcome!
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The quarterly blood drive held on January 11" was a huge success. A total of 36 donors were screened,
S

of which 30 units of blood were donated. All of the units were dedicated to Dave Hoffman, who remains
in serious condition in the hospital.

4
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The Brotherhood is continuing along in preparation for several upcoming events.

Plans are underway for several of our members to attend the Rockets game on February 11" when we will play
and defeat the Sacramento Kings. Many thanks to Harvey Merfish for obtaining the complimentary tickets for us.
Joel Eisenbaum, an investigative reporter with KPRC (Channel 2), has agreed to be the guest speaker at our
March 1% meeting. Joel has initiated a nightly report which he calls the Wheel of Justice, designed to increase
public awareness and to apprehend scores of dangerous individuals in our community. The talk should prove to
be extremely interesting and educational.

We plan to host an Art Auction during the September/October 2009 timeframe. Many beautiful works will be
available at bargain prices. Our choice of auction houses will be based on the one that can best emphasize
Judaica. Michael Burg has graciously agreed to chair this project. Stay tuned for more detalils.
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Social Action is joining with our neighbor-- St Basil's Greek Orthodox Church, in visiting Timetogetinvolved‘
hospitalized vets on the spinal cord unit at the VA. This visit will take place in observance of

Nationalized Hospitalized Veterans’ week which begins on February 8" We will be providing

home-baked goodies and offering words of encouragement and cheer. We are also collecting gently

used tennis shoes, new socks and underwear which will be donated to homeless veterans. Collection boxes are located
in the foyer. Mark your calendars and participate. We will be leaving from the temple around 1:15. Minimum age of
visitors is 12 years.

TV

| am proud to welcome our newest family: Jonathan & Glenna Hauser and their children Kaitlin and Logan.
Membership would like to welcome AnnDee Wood to our committee.

On January 16" Temple Sinai honored its newest members over the past twelve months. It was an exciting evening filled
with fun activities and an excellent spaghetti dinner by the Brotherhood. It concluded with a wonderful Oneg.

Membership is continuing innovative ways to attract new families to our congregation. Temple Sinai is now appearing in
the Chamber of Commerce, the Energy Corridor newsletter and various community publications. With the help of Cindy,
we now how have a working prospective member database which allows us to send weekly emails, the monthly
newsletter and advertising for programs at our temple.

| would like to thank our numerous congregants who have sent us prospects.

As people continue to provide names for membership, please also include an email address.

As always the success of membership is based upon the referrals we receive from the current members of the
congregation. If anyone has any suggestions or feedback for membership, please e-mail Spencer,
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Sanctuary Temperature Control

Several member have expressed concerned about the temperature in the sanctuary. Although the thermostat is set for a
comfortable temperature, the sanctuary may have warmer or colder areas. To help understand this potential issue, the
A/C repair technician will review on his next visit, the sanctuary's A/C temperature and airflow through the entire room.

Shrubs Wanted!

Temple would like to plant a row of shrubs to help block the view of the dumpster. If you want to volunteer, please contact
lan Crawford. This would make a great Scout project or help with a student's volunteer hour requirements for honor
societies.



Temple Sinai Goes Green

Although Temple Sinai was built five years ago to the best "green" standards, we can always improve. To that end, we
recently changed the switches in three rooms so we can continue our transition to using compact fluorescent bulbs in
place of incandescent lighting throughout the building. If you look around the building, we now use fluorescent lighting in
almost all of the rooms. The few rooms remaining with incandescent lighting are those where we need to sometimes
adjust the light intensity to accommodate the various uses of that space.

Hurricane lke

Hurricane lke came to Houston and affected all of our lives. It also disrupted the Temple. We lost several trees and had
aroof leak. The trees have been cleared, and the roof was recently inspected in detail. Unfortunately we were not able to
collect any money from the insurance company. But the good news is that building was safe and secure both during and
after the storm.
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Temple Sinai’'s own Rina Mesarwi will be offering her “Cooking with Rina” class on Sunday, February 22, at
12:45 pm. Space is limited to 10 students only and costs $6 per person to cover the cost of supplies. Call the
Temple office to make your reservations.
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We are happy to announce the election of Jackie Schicker to the Texas Oklahoma Regional board for NFTY (North
American Temple Youth). Jackie has been elected Religious and Cultural Vice President and has the primary
responsibility for services and programming. She is also responsible for supporting and helping any local RC'VPs in the
region to perform similar duties at their individual Temples. Jackie is the first student from Temple Sinai to be elected to
the regional board. We are very proud and wish Jackie a rich and successful term.
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In memory of Milton Schlafer, the father of Joyce Word, from Ron & Sherry Grabois

Wishing Susan Berger well and hoping for a speedy recovery from her back surgery from Ron & Sherry
Grabois

To the Hoffman family, wishing David a speedy and easy recovery from Ron & Sherry Grabois
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Thank you for all your hard work on the Mah Jongg Tournament. Without you it would not have been a success:

Susan Hertz, Iris Rochman, Faye Newbauer, Gladys Shavell, Arlene Rifkin, Cindy Crump, Lori Boin, Jean Burg, Eva
Marmelstein, Judy Levin, Sheila Anderson, Susan Berger, Elissa Sanders, Donna Baum, Maria Korn Michael, Carolsue
Ciaverelli, Rachel Garner, Karen Greenspan, Esther Brink, Faye Scher, Joan Rich, Melissa Rich, Jessica Hansel, Rabbi
Barry Diamond, Howard Neuwirth-Hirsch, lan Crawford and everyone who participated, loaned tables and mah jongg
sets.

Many thanks to the Brotherhood members that helped set up all of the tables and chairs for the Mah Jongg Tournament.
They included Norm Berlat, Marc Boin, Barry Hertz, Ralph Gardner, and our honorary member, Josh Boin.

Many thanks to Norm Berlat and the Social Action Committee for all of their help and coordination in January 11 Blood
Drive, designated for Dave Hoffman. Many thanks also to each and every one of our congregants that gave!

Thank you to our 4" and 5™ grade students who participated in the Open Dor Program. Thank you to all the parents who
brought sweets for the Oneg.

Thank you to Cara Shaffer and Nathan Tungland for working with our students and helping to make Open Dor such a
success.

Thanks to Rabbi Diamond for leading the discussion on Lesson Plans during the Teacher In-Service.
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Stephanie & Michael Brandt in memory of Michael's sister Madeline Brandt Gallant

Kathryn & Robert Gilliam in honor of their son Zachary’s Bar Mitzvah

Richard Rosenberg in memory of Della Rosenberg

The Goldin Family in honor of Thea's Conversion

Our Membership Committee in honor of our new members and our 4" and 5" grade families honoring their students
Diane & Greg Swan in honor of Rebecca's Bat Mitzvah

Judy & Ken Levin in honor of Herschel's Bar Mitzvah

Note: If you would like to host an Oneg Shabbat, please call Cindy in the Temple Office.



Temple Sinai — February 2009
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